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To The Right Honorable Lord William Frederick 
Cavendish George Bentinck, M.P. 



My Lord, 

Whfle acknowledging your Lordship's kind condescension 
in permitting the following pages to be dedicated to yon, I 
beg leave to offer a brief apology for their publication. 

I have ever been of opinion that historical works would be 
most complete if the different departments of them were under- 
taken by various writers, each devoting his attention to that por- 
tion most agreeable to his own taste, and best adapted to the 
bent of his genius. Acting on this principle, it has been my 
endeavour to render the volume now offered to your Lordship's 
notice, especially complete in those points, which appeared to 
me to be most deficient in preceding works on the same sub- 
ject If I have succeeded in adding a few links to the chain 
of the history of the ancient town of which your Lordship is 
at this time a representative in Parliament, I shall feel that my 
labours have not been in vain. 

I am^ my Lord, 
Your Lordship's obliged and obedient Servant, 



William Taylor. 



Valinger's Road, Lynn. 
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LOWLY, but surely, time in his onward course pursues 
his work of destruction j the lofty tower, with its solid 
buttress, the embattled wall and rock-like bastion, the 
churches of our forefathers, their hallowed altars, the tombs 
jofour ancestors, and the rudely chiselled church-yard records 
of the dead, must all decay. The grey mossy mantle of yon 
ivied tower, the rich mellow hue that time has given that 
picture, and the beautifully bronzed surface of the ancient 
coin, delightful as they are to the eye of an antiquary, are 
still but so many deceptive arts, employed by time for their 
destruction. 

Fortunately however, the united efforts of the historian 
and the painter, by careAil description and faithful portraiture, 
can rescue from entire annihilation the existing remains of art 
in Olden Tyme ; and aided by the press, may hand down at 
least their shadowed resemblance for the study and imitation 
of future ages. 

Perhaps few spots have greater claims to the iiotice of the 
topographer than the good old town of Lynn — and though 
the last century has removed many features that would have 
been gratifying to the lover of antiquity, it is not difficult, 
even now, with a little help of the imagination, to recall the 
ancient warder to his post at the gates, the steel clad sentinel 
to the watch towers, and cowled friars to their conventual 
chapels and churches ; nor to fancy the shrill tones of the 
trumpet echoing round the guarded walls, mingled with the 
sound of convent bells, the matin or the vesper chimes. 
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2 ANTIQUITIES OF LTNN. 

Such WM the train of thought, that ushered in the design 
of publishing the Antiquities of Lynn. Courteous reader, 
if thou hast feelings in unison with the writer, if reminiscences 
of other days, and tales of times gone by can charm thee, we 
will without apology commence our narrative. 
*' Whilst many a ruin, hastening to its fall, 
Embatti'd rampart, keep, or castie wall. 
With sainted abbey, priory or tomb, 
Ingulph'd in fathomless oblivion's womb, 
Tho' now they cease to meet the curious eye. 
The pictured semblance shall their loss supply." 
The first point that claims our attention is the name, which 
in common with many neighbouring places, appears to be of 
British origin. Llyn in that language being a term for a 
large expanse of water or lake. 

Camden was of opinion that this town, had no claims to 
antiquity, but supposes it to have arisen out of the ruins of 
what is called Old Lynn, or West Lynn, which lies on the 
opposite or west side of the river Ouze. But taking the pro- 
bable conjecture, that its name was of British origin, that 
fact will claim for it an early date. Nor is the name the only 
proof of its antiquity, for the principal lordship of the town 
confirms it, which was at the survey, and in the reign of the 
Confessor, in the see of Elmham or East Angles. What 
king gave it to that see, does not appear, but it is highly pro- 
bable that Felix the first bishop of East Angles was in pos- 
session of it, and of Elmham about the year 630, and Bedwin 
was bishop of Elmham in 673.^ 

From the time of the Conquest we begin to date with more 
certainty. The most ancient authentic account is from the 
venerable record called Domesday book, which was begun 
in the year 1080, and finished in the year 1086, or according 
to the red book in the exchequer 1087; and at which time, 

• ParUii8,p.ll3. 



ANTIQUITIES OF LYNN. 3 

and in the time of the Confessor, this town, with West, North, 
and Sonlh Lynn were all included under the general name 
of Lena and Lun, the distinction West, North, and South, 
does not occur till a much later period. 

From the account in Domesday book* we learn that Ralph 
lord Tony, had a lordship in Lena, which Harold held in 
king Edward's time, and which he lost with his crown at the 
battle of Hastings : this was in South Lynn. 

Ralph, Lord Bagnard also, held a lordship in Lena, which 
was in South Lynn, and extended into other hamlets. 

Hermer de Ferrarij's had in Lun, a lordship ; this was in 
West Lynn, and extended into other hamlets. 

One lordship in Lena, was held by Rainald, son of Ivo, 
which extended into all th^ hamlets. 

The abbot of Bury, had a lordship in Lena, which was in 
North Lynn. 

But the capital lordships of that part of L3ain now called 
the Borough, were held in the reign of the Confessor by An- 
gelmare bishop of Elmham, as lord of Gay wood, in right of 
that see, and Stigand (who was archbishop of Canterbury) 
as lord of the manor of Rising, and of the Freebridge Hun- 
dred— -this and many other lordships were held by him as lay 
fees in his own right. 

Angelmare and Stigandf are not mentioned as lords of 
Lynn in Domesday book, but their names occur as having 
the Soc|of the above named lordships,from which it is inferred 
that they were lords of the capital manors. 

m Domesday book was known also by Tarious other names, snch as Botnlas 
WintonifB, ScripUiraThewuriBegis,LiberdeWintonia,andLiber Regis. By this 
sunrey William became acquainted with, and obtained an exact knowledge of 
the property of the crown by the forfeitare of the lands of the £nelisb nobility 
who fell at Uie battle of Hastings; and was thus enabled to reward Ins Norman 
followers with their confiscated possessions. 

-t* ArchbishoD Stiffand appears in theBayeoz Tapestry standing at the right 
hand of Harold, at his coronation. 

{ A Glossary of such terms as are notezplained in notes, will be fotmd atthe 
end of the work. 
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4 ANTIQUITIES OF LTNK. 

Stigand was deprived of his possessions by the Conqueror, 
whose policy towards the English was most sanguinary and 
vindictive ; for not only were the Thanes or nobles deprived 
by him of their possessions, but even the Ceorls or fanners 
were ejected from their lands, and became slaves on the soil 
which before they had tilled as masters. The landed property 
of the countiy, passed at this time into the hands of new 
possessors, being given by William as rewards to his Nor- 
man followers. 

Stigand was not only deprived of his see at Canterbury, 
but also of his lay possessions, here and elsewhere, which 
were given by WiUiam to Odo bishop of Bayeux* his half 
brother. 

Englemare the other lord, whose possessions were in right 
of his see, was succeeded by Arfastus, who was Chaplain to 
the Conqueror, and by his advice the see was removed from 
Elmham to Thetford. This bishop died about the conunence- 
ment of the reign of William Rufus, and was succeeded by 
Herbert Lozinga, who also had been chaplain to the Con- 
queror, and became Chancellor of England, and was a person 
of immense wealth. He obtained the see by an act of simony, 
having purchased it of William Rufus for the sum of 1900/. 
together with the abbacy of Winchester for his father : for 
this act it was enjoined by the Pope Paschal II. as a penance 
that he should build certain churches and monasteries, which 
penance he religiously and strictly performed. Herbert trans- 
lated the see to Norwich. 

O.ie of the churches built by Herbert in performance of 
these acts of penance, was tbe magnificent priory church of 
St. Margaret in this town. 

* Odo is lepreseDted in the Bayeax Tapestry on horseback, not in the cos* 
tome of A bishop; bat as a warrior, in armour. He is Rtated to have rendered 
William the most important services, and to hare been eminently instrumental 
in aiding him to the soFcreignty of England. 
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Bale in his Votaries, has translated the rhjms of an an- 
cient versifier in allnsion to Herbert. 

&tntcbt» are prftfeir for asiutt mH golire 
Wbt tionnt a ]^fi$dop tbt tntttx an BJbhot olire 
aSdat in not gotten if toe j^abe rtcj^e^tfe ? 
^ones ottUnt^ in tutts fmfUntMu 
Sn il^erl^ert^tf toas sttf <t in a foule tlott 
Wb&t tt fiu Himonjif iti tfid^op anir lAl^ot^ 

We have thus traced the origin of the term Bishop's Lynn, 
which was the name of the town till the reign of Henry YIII. 
when it obtained its present appellation King's Lynn. 

The other works attributed to Bishop Herbert are the 
cathedral and two other churches at Norwich, St Nicholas' 
church, Great Yarmouth, and the Benedictine priory, Lynn, 
of which St. Margaret's was the conventoal church. 

It appears however, that the townsmen of Lynn aided 
largely in this work : some perhaps tempted by the bishop's 
grant of an indulgence of forty days' pardon to all who should 
contribute to the building ; but let us hope the majority were 
actuated by the better feeling of religious zeal, and a desire 
that the temple appropriated to the service of the living God, 
should, as it ought to do, rise majestically above the humbler 
tenements of man. 

Bishop Herbert died July 22nd, 1120, and was buried in 
his own cathedral church near the high altar. Great attempts 
were made by the monks of Norwich to have him canonised 
but without success. 

The acts of simony of this bishop were recorded in an old 
manuscript of the abbey at Evesham, and were anciently put 
into English by the translator of Polychronicon as follows. 

** Abowte that time, Herbert Losange that had ben som- 
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'^ tyme abbot of Ramsay, and was thenne byshop of Tedford, 
' ' was a grete noury for simoDy for be badboughte tbe byssbop- 
'* rycbe of tbekyoge. Bat afterwardshe was scry and bywept 
'^ tbe nnskyfuU rest of bis youtb. And tooke tbe waye to 
' ' Rome, and came borne agay ne, and cbaunged and torned 
** bis see from Tedford to Norwycbe. And be founded a 
^' solempne abbaye wytb bis owne catayle and not wy tb tbe 
^' catayle of bis byssboprycbe. But at Tedford be ordained 
'* monkes of Cluny tbat were rycbe in tbe world, and clere of 
'^ religion to God-ward, and bad ofte in mynde tbe worde of 
'^ Jberom, tbat sayd, we erryd in our youtb, amende we us 
'* in our age." 

Wbt Umitiittint ]Prf ors 

Will first claim our attention. Tbis was situated on tbe soutb 
side of St Margaret's cburcb, wbere its site may still be 
traced in tbe adjoining avenue, wbicb to tbis day is known 
by tbe name of Priory lane, wbere in fragments of tbe 
old wall, are an arcbed gateway and several windows, vary- 
ing in style, and now forming part of modem dwellings ; but 
tbese are not coeval witb Bisbop Herbert's foundation, nor 
bave I been able to trace any remains of tbe priory of tbat 
early period. A square beaded window in tbe cburcb yard^ 
near tbe east gate probably belonged to tbe priors' ball. 

Tbe greater part of the conventual buildings were pulled 
down soon after tbe dissolution of tbe priory, to enlarge tbe 
burial ground of St Margaret's cburcb. 

Tbe prior was a monk of tbe priory of Norwicb, to wbicb 
tbis was a cell, be was appointed by, and responsible to tbat 
body for, tbe rents and profits be received, and seems to bave 
been removable at pleasure. 

Tbe order of Benedictine monks was first instituted by St 
Benedict or Benet, wbo was a man of eminent piety and zeal, 
and tbough be bimself was remarkable for bis austerities and 
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self denial, his object was rather to reduce, than add to the 
severity of conventual discipline by establishing a milder form, 
on a more solid foundation, and with habits of greater regu- 
larity and order. The monks of this order were to lead a 
holy and peaceful life, and divide their time between acts of 
devotion, reading, and the education of youth. They soon 
rose into great repute, and their monasteries became the 
schools of art and literature in the middle ages. 

Of the Benedictine order were all our cathedral priories, 
except Carlisle, and most of the richest abbeys in England. 
Reyner (vol. 1.) says, that the revenue of the Benedictines 
was almost equal to those of all the other orders, and to the 
increase of thar riches, we may probably attribute their iaU ; 
for in proportion as their worldly possessions increased, so 
they declined in virtue, and fell from the original purity which 
first characterised their order, as instituted by the good Be- 
nedict. 

The prior was a personage of considerable importance, and 
much looked up to by the towns-people ; nor is this wonderful, 
when we bear in mind the wealth and power of the convent; 
their landed possessions were extensive, but were let for easy 
fines and small rents. Those they retained, they greatly im- 
proved by cultivation, building, and all other methods, and 
we cannot well imagine a spot where such labours could have 
been more beneficially employed. If they had great riches 
they employed them in acts of charity ; and the clergy always 
contributed, in proportion, above the laity to the public reve- 
nue. Although the fact is uncontrovertible, that monachism 
in latter days becmie dissolute in its general character, it 
would be uncharitable to suppose that it was always so; indeed 
the facts are against such a supposition, for it is well known 
that in the retirement and seclusion of cloistered cells, some 
of the most pious disciples of Christ have passed their days^ 
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having first devoted their earthly possessions to the service of 
the church. It would be a libel on Christianity to suppose 
that so large a number of its votaries, and especially those 
who professed so much, were all of the vile cast that some 
would have it thought. 

Truth should ever guide the pen of history. Thus much 
has been said in justice to a body of christians, who while 
they adhered to their first principles, (though perhaps founded 
on wrong views) were to say the least of them respectable. 
But we must not stop here, for passing on to the latter period 
of their history, especially to that immediately preceding the 
Reformation, we must feel convinced of the absolute necessity 
for a change; and England's eighth Henry, has achieved the 
work. 

Happy will it be for our reformed church, if by a steady 
adherence to first principles, she avoids the rock on which 
her predecessor split Long may her sabbath-bells announce 
the sacred hour of prayer — ^long may her members meet in 
peaceful union within her walls — ^long may those walls re- 
sound the songs of christian praise, and the still murmurs of 
her liturgical responses. May thousands yet unborn be 
brought to her baptismal fonts, and may she, with all her 
oflGices, unchanged by innovation, founded on the rock of 
ages, stand firm — a blessing to the land we live in . 

Of the rich estate to which monasteries arrived, some opi- 
nion may be formed from an account given in the Golden 
Register of St Albans, (Cott M.S.) which states that above 
two thousand men, women and children — ^lay persons, of the 
nobility and gentry of this kingdom, had been admitted into 
that one monastery, all of whom gave either lands, goods, 
jewels, plate, vestments, or some ornament or other to the 
church and convent 

The monasteries were much enriched by the burial of great 
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personages^ and the sick when visited were always reminded 
of the duty of contrihuting towards the maintenance of the 
couyent, and the repairs of the church. Other sums were 
obtained of d3dng persons, with a promise of daily prayers 
and intercessions for the repose of their souls. But that 
which brought most riches to the churches, was the shrines, 
images, and relicks of saints, for offerings to which indul- 
gences were granted; the relicks especially where held in high 
esteem; as solemn oaths were made by laying hands on them, 
as upon the holy Evangelists. Thus far I have enlarged on 
monasteries in general, as in the course of the following pages 
frequent mention of them will occur, to enable my readers 
to understand more clearly the nature of various entries rela- 
tive to the religious houses to be described. 

When Bishop Herbert founded this priory, he gave them 
all his possessions in rents, lands, and men, as far as the 
church of William son of Stanquin on the other side of 
Sewaldesfeld, with the exception of Soman, and his land ; 
and the salt-work,* which the mother of Soman held. He also 
granted the Saturday market, and a fair on St. Margaret's 
day; — he likewise gave them the new mill at Gaywood 
marsh, with the marsh — St. Michael's church at Mintling, 
v^th the priest there ; — the church of St. Faith at Gaywood, 
and the tithe of his demesnes at that place, also a villain 
called Edward, and all his land, with his salt-works at the 
said town, except two, and that which Leofric, son of Lim- 
burgh, held ; — the church and tithes of Sedgford, and all 
that Walter the archdeacon had as he held it ; — Thomham 
church and tithes, with the appurtenances; — ^his land at 
Frienges; — 70 acres of land at Sedgford, quit of all services^ 
with the land of Owen Lakesle. 

* Salt was not obtained in a fossil state until the seventeenth century, before 
which time it was procured by evaporation in salt-pans on the coast, and from 
.the salt-spings in the interior parts of the country. 

B 
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All these gpBiits were made to the priory of the Holy 
Trinity at Norwich, to which the convent here was a cell. 

At first a prior and three monks only, were placed here by 
Bishop Herbert (Reg. Nonv.) 

King Henry L granted to the priory of Nbrwich, a fair 
at Lynn, for three days on the feast of St Margaret, with 
soc and sac and other customs. King Henry H. confirmed 
to the monks all the privileges granted by his predecessors, 
with those that Bishop Herbert had given them. 

Eborard or Everard the successor of Bishop Herbert was 
a great benefactor to his own monastery, bnt no particular 
acts of his relative to this cell are recorded. 

Bishop Turbe confirmed the grants of Herbert, and added 
to them the church of Wigenhale St Germans, of the gift of 
Walter GifTord, earl of Bucks, with two parts of the tithes of 
North Runcton and Middleton. 

William de Lisewis was also a benefiu^tor in the time of 
Henry H. 

William de Lewis, Temp. Henry III. 

Bishop John de Grey confirmed the charter of his prede"* 
cessors, in spiritualities, to the prior and convent of Norwich, 
but observing that their tera|>oralities increasecl beyond the 
design of the founder, and that consequently they obtained 
great power, made an exchange with them ; giving them all 
his right in the manor of Sedgford, and the manor of Great 
Cressingham, except the advowson, and the service of the 
knight's fee there ; reserving to himself and his successors 
the same authority that they had in the other manors of the 
monks. And they for their part consenting to resign to him 
all their profits in the fairs of Lynn and Gaywood, the Satur^ 
day market at Lynn, their salt-pans, lands, rents, houses, lay 
fees, &c., which had been given them by Bishop Herbert 

On the same day that he efifected this exchange, he by 
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another deed then dated, gave to the said priory, St Mar- 
garets churchy with all its spiritualities, tithes, oblations, &c ; 
the chapels of St Nicholas and St James — and the church 
of Mintliug with its appurtenances, and all the tithes be- 
longing to his lordship of Gay wood, on conditions that they 
were to sui)ply ciiaplains for the service of the said churches 
and chapels. These chaplains held their office subject to re- 
moval at the will of the bishop ; who also reserved to himself 
alone, the power of erecting any new chapels in the parishes 
above-named. 

Tlie appointment of Bishop Grey to the see of Norwich, 
was an important event in the annals of Lynn, not only as 
r^;ards its ecclesiastical history, but also that of its civil 
government He was a great favourite of King John, of 
whom he is called the well beloved. He possessed consider- 
able wealtli, and built for his residence the palace or castle at 
Gay wood, which long continued to be the principal mansion 
of his successors. Its site is still indicated by remains of the 
moat which surroimded it, where the farm-house called Gay- 
wood-hall now stands. 

Bishop Grey, who had been bishop of Oxford, obtained of 
King John, the important grants called the Grand Charter of 
Ljnn ; (to be spoken of hereafter,) which charter confirms 
to the burgesses, the same privileges as the burgesses of 
Oxford enjoyed. 

The privileges of this charter, were no doubt, readily 
granted by King John to the people of Lynu, as a return for 
their loyalty and zealous attachment — qualities, which in a 
reign like his, must have greatly endeared them to him : in- 
deed, such was his confidence in them, that he deposited in 
this town the crown, regalia, and other treasures for secu- 
rity. Tliis not only shows theassurrancehe had of their fidelity, 

but also proves that the place must at that time have been 
b2 
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securely fortified ; indeed^ there can be but little doubt, that 
in every respect, whether we look at the wisdom, wealth, and 
attachment of the diocesan, the tried fidelity of the townsmen, 
or the fortified security of the place, Lynn must have been 
looked up to by King John, as one of his strongest holds. 
His charter, gifts, &c. to the corporation, will be referred to 
in another division of this work : we therefore resume our 
account of the priory. We are indebted to Bloomfield's His- 
tory of Norfolk, for the following list of the priors, extracted 
principally from the Register of Norwich cathedral. 

William occurs prior in the reign of Richard I. To this 
William, Henry the prior, and convent of Castleacre, grant 
totam Hagnelosam, (Hadose) now called Haveless-hall, to 
be held of him by the rent of 205. per annum ; and all their 
land in Myntlyng, which is held of the church of St. Mar- 
gar «it of Lyn, for twenty years, at the rent of 205. per annum. 

In the beginning of i^ng John s reign, WilUam prior, and 
convent of Norwich, granted to John de Grey the bishop, 
the fair of Lyn, the Saturday mercate, and all the pleas and 
profits whatsoever which they held, by virtue of a lay fee 
with a messuage near the chapel of St. Nicholas, to the west, 
and a messuage near Surflete-bridge, with all their salt-pits 
in the villages of Lyn and Gey wode, and the toll which they 
held there, in exchange for the manor of Cress. Magna, and 
Sedgford in Norfolk— ^an^ date, about the 7th. of King John 
— Witnesses Mr. William de Lenn, Mr. Jeffery de Derham, 
Mr. Robert de Twye, &c. 

Bishop Grey confirmed to the monks of Norwich, the 
church of St. Margaret, with the chapels of St. James and 
St Nicholas, and the church of Mintling, and all the tithes of 
of his demesnes lands at Gaywode, except those that belonged 
to the church of St. Faith, at Gaywood, dated 1 1th. Kal. 
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April, Anno Pontiff 5^ — witnesses, master William de Lenne^ 
master Robert de Gloucester, and Alan de Grey. 

Adam de Schipdam, called late prior in 1285. 

John de Bromholm, prior in 1309. 

John de Stratton, prior, 1325. This prior was licenced 
by the bishop of Norwich, to take confessions, to absolve and 
enjoin penance. 

William prior of Lenu grants by deed, to William and 
Henry, sons of Richard, son of Turuf, one shop in the fair of 
St. Margaret, which was between the shops of Richard, son of 
Edward, and John, son of Peter, to be held of the church of 
St Margaret freely, &c. paying lid. per annum. Sealed 
with the seal of St. Margaret, sans date. 

In the 6th of Richard n, in 1382 Henry Spencer, bishop 
of Norwich, aliened to the prior a piece of land in Gaywode, 
called Ryfield, and 502. in value of land in Thomham, Thor- 
ney, Hilderston, North Elmham and Blofield. 

Ralph de Marham, occurs prior in 1378 and 1387. 

Frater Alexander, A^ 4 th of Richard II. 

John de Carleton occurs in 1397, and Walter Omesby in 
the same year. 

Richard de Folsham occurs in 1398 and 1399, in his com- 
potus to the priory of Norwich, from the feast of St. Michael, 
in the 22nd of Richard 11. 

1403, Henry IV. John Elys was prior. 

In 1426, the temporalities of the priory in St. Margaret's 
parish, in rents, were taxed at 5{. 6^. 8d. 

In 1426, the prior charged for temporalities here, at 
6L 6s. 8d., and depending, with St Margaret's church, the 
chapel of St. Nicholas and St. James's on Norwich priory, 
was exempt from the arch-deacon's visitation and jurisdiction 
belonging to the bishop; and for their temporalities and spirit- 
aulities were taxed at 72- 16^. in 1428. 
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1430. Master John de Derham. S. T. P. 

Thomas Heveryngham occurs prior in the 16thof Henrjr 
VI. 1437. 

John Fomsele, brother or friar, 1437, in the 16th of Henry 
VI., and in the first year of John Heveryngland, prior of 
Norwich : his accounts, with the said prior, from the feast of 
St. Michael, 1437, to the same feast, 1438, are ioteiesting, 
and convey some idea of the money transactions of a convent, 
with their sources of revenue, and the nature of their expen- 
diture. 

I&ecefptt^ 

In remaini* of Uie last year 
BeoeiFed in rent at Ljn ... 

in xoit at Oaywode 

in Mjntljng rents 

in Hysling^ton rent ... ••• .•• ... ... 

in a pension of the ohinch of Geywode 

in a pension of the prioress of Blacborg^h* 

of a farm of lands and houses at Lenn 

of lands and houses at Gaywode 

of a farm of land at Wells 20 comh of oatsf 

of a farm in Wigenhale 

of the manor of HaTodose ... 

hy focalibus (fuel) sold there 

of tithes in Myntlyng 

in oblatia and obTentions of St Margaret's churoh} 

in ditto of St. Nicholas* chapel 

in ditto of St. James's chapel 

in tiuies ■•• ••• ••• ••■ •*• ••• ••• 

in legacies of the dead ... ••• ••• .•• 

in mortuaries ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

in masses and de certo§ (fixed) ... ... ... 

in oblations at the images in the church and the chapels 

* Of Blackburg prioiy being a portion of the tithes of Lord Scales' land at 
Middleton. 

f This item is not carried out, consequently does not appear in the total 
amount 

X Offerings and rents or rerenues. 
§ Annual masses. 
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Beoeired in wax sold *•• 4 

of the monks (de fratriboB) pro qnarta parte canonioa 2 6 

of the boardecB ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 6 17 6 

hi exit domuB ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 13 



Total £190 7 8 
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••• ••• ••• ••• 

••• ••• ••• 
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•t* ••• 
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••• ••• ••: ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

••• ••• ••• 

••• ••• 

• •• ••• •!• ••• ••• ••• 



In rent paid to the bishop of Norvrich, with a fine, suit of his 
ooarts, &c. 

ditto, paid to the prior of Castle 

ditto, the prior of Moun^oy 

rent to the Lord Neril 

ditto to the abbot of Sawtree 

ditto to John Drew 
To suit of the king^s court 
In a pension to the chapel of Mjntlyng 

stipends to 3 priests — 3Z. and 5t. ex groHa 

ditto to 2 clerks ••• ••• ••• •#• ••• ••• 

Wine for the church and hosptalib ... 

oyl 

Other ezpenoes in the church and chapels 

32 quarters and 6 bushels of wheat ••* 

62 quarters of malt 

53 dolus of beer ••• ••• ..« ••• ••• 

flesh and fish ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

salt and spices 

provisions at market 

focalib (fiiel) and carriage 

servants wag^es ••• ••• ••• 

cloth for the servants' livery 

the prior*s expences 

a horse that was bought 

shoeing the horses 

bran, oats and bread • 

repairs of the cellarer, &c. 

repairs of the houses within the priory 

building a new house in Stonegate ... 

repair of the pavement in town 

repairs at Haveclose 

linen for the napery 

brass vessels for the kitchen 

one gaxnish of pewter vessels ••• •#• ••• ... 



••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 
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In 100 of tallow candle 

the prior's pension ••• ••• ••• ••• ... ... 

the celerer's pension ••. ••• ... ... ... ... 

the chamberlain's and pitancier^s pension 

a pension to a scholar 

gifts to brother John Folsham for his acts 

a moiety and fourth part of a tenth to the king 

a contribution laid on them for the snbsity to the siege of 
Calais, in collecting the tenths, and installing of the prior 

neoessaiy expenoeS) and diTcrs officers ... ••• ... 

small and foreign ezpences, &c., at dirers feasts 

gifts, rewards, or presents giren by the oonrent 

oblations for the conrent on the feast of the Trinity 
Totheserrantsor seQeant8,atthesaidfea8t 

the monks' carriage ••• ••• ••• •• ••• ••• 

In gifts to them ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

carriage of deaths and books at our first coming to Lenn 

with 3 brother monks ••• ••• ••• ... ••• 10 1 

On the day of this compotos or account 3 4 
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Total £103 5 7 



Some of the items in the above accounts are curious, being 
illustrative of the peculiarities of monastic economy; and show 
that a minute account of the receipts and disbursements, was 
expected of the prior here, by the convent at Norwich. 

One item is an amount received in mortuaries. — A mortuary 
was a gift left by a man at his death to his parish church, in 
recompence of his personal tithes and offerings not duly paid 
in his life time. Heretofore, if a man had three or more cattle 
of any kind, the best being kept for the lord of the fee, as a 
heriot, the second was wont to be given to the parson in right 
of the church. But by the statute of 2 H. 8., cap. 6, a rate 
in money is set down for mortqaries. I have in my posses- 
sion copies of several wills of the time of Henry YIH., which 
invariably begin with a bequest of the testator's soul to 
Almighty God, his body to be buried in some particular pa- 
rish church, or church-ryard, and then follows, a sum tQ the 
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high altar of his parish church for tithes neglected or for- 
gotten. The sum was regulated hy the act above named, 
according to the value of the testator's goods. Instances are 
on record, of mortuaries being refused by the church, on 
account of the evil life of the deceased. 

There is another item, in which the amount of four pounds 
is placed to the account of wax sold. The offerings at shrines 
of saints and altars, were various, as jewels, money, com, 
bread, &c.j offerings of wax were very frequent, sometimes 
of the weight of the person offering — sometimes they were 
tapers of the height of the person ; — wax images of hawks 
were likewise offered when the trainers could not tame or 
manage them, for better success. Also waxen statuaries of 
cattle, when intercession was made to prevent the spread of 
murrain among flocks. Wax at the period of this account was 
so much in request, that offerings in that material would be 
as valuable as if in money. The gild of St. Gyles and St. 
Jnlien in Lynn, were to make offerings at every mass, at St. 
James' Church, " upon payn of a pound of wax,** several 
other fines of this gild were to be paid in wax. 

In the reign of Henry VI. a.d. 1440, the offerings to the 
images amounted to b2s. 3d. 

In 1447, the offerings to the images were 30^. 4d. 

In 1448, the priory had become of such importance as to 
require for its management, a prior, a cellarer^ a pilancier, 
and a camerarius, or chamberlain. 

In the 4th. year of the reign of Henry VII. Nicholas 
Bardeney, is mentioned as prior. 

John Ellis occurs prior in 1403. 

In 1509, and 1517, George Elyingham, was prior. 

t The cellarer, was asaally the father of the fraternity, he had the care of every 
thing relating to the food of the monks, also of the vessels in the cellar, kitchen 
and refectory. His office was to keep accounts of the expendiluie for the tables 
of the prior, the monks, and for all strangers that came : he had also the care 
of the sick. 
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Iq the first year of the reign of Henry VIII. George 
Elyingham in hia account with the prior at Norwich, has the 
foUowing entries: — "Offerings of the parishoners, on the 
principal feast days for requiems, (masses aung for the dead) 
choichiDgs, weddings, and holy hread 241. 10s. This was 
from St Margaret's church ; the amount received from St 
Nicholas' Chapel from the same sources was 6/. 4s. ; and from 
St James' Chapel, 21. &>. Qd. The personal tithes of the 
whole town amounted to 2U. Ss. The boxes of the images 
of all the saints in the churches and chapels inclading that of 
St Maty at the bridge, produced only 6s. 8d. ; while the 
offerings at the chapel of " Our Ladye " at the mount, was 
161. 105. a large sum when compared with the others. For 
annual masses, 40s. includiogthe eerteyn or annual stipend 
of the gild of tbe Holy Trinity — mortuaries, ISs. 

From this account we learn also, that there was a rood or 
cross in St Margaret's church-yard, the offerings at which 
amounted to 3^ 0<. 4d. 

In 1536, Edmund Norwich was prior, as appears by his 
accounts of the receipts, &c. of the priory, which are very 
similar to the preceding ones. 

The costume of tbe Benedictme monks 
consisted of a white tunick or under 
gannent, over which was worn a black 
Bcapulary or loose sleeveless jerkin, 
with a loose hood ; anciently they wore 
a coif upon the head. St. Benedict did 
not decidewhat colour the habit should 
be, hut it was to be made of the cheap- 
est material the country afforded. 
They were furnished .also with a handkerchief, a knife^ a 
needle, a steel pen, and tablets for writing. Their beds were 
a mat, a straw bed, a piece of serge, a blanket and a pUIow. 
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At page 10^ Williim de Lewis is mentioned as a benefac- 
tor ; his gift was 12 acres of land in Wigenhale, for his own 
soul and the souls of Maud his wife, and Godfrey his son and 
heir ; witnesses : William de Sarcell, and Walter de Capra- 
viU. 

The priory was valued with Norwich at the dissolution, and 
was granted to the Dean and Chapter in 1537, as part of 
their new endowment : hence the right and privilege which 
they exercise of presenting a curate or minister to .St. Marga- 
ret's Church, who for his services is entitled to receive the 
surplice fees, and all other perquisites thereunto belonging. 

The common seal of the priory was oval in form, and 
represented St Margaret standing in a boat, between two 
figures in devotional attitudes, one at the head, and the other 
at the stem. St. Margaret is represented as treading upon 
the dragon, and wounding him with the cross. The inscrip- 
tion is 

SIG : COMVNe : PRN : ORDIS : SCI : SVGI : 

LeNie : epi. 

This seal, with two others less perfect, one of which appears 
to be the official seal of the prior, are appended to a deed in 
the town clerk's ofBce, date, 1382. See plate monaslic seals. 

A brass matrix of a seal, probably of this priory, was found 
near Oxburgh about the year 1 792. The device was similar 
with that on the town seal, and the inscription 

* SSVNCTS * MSRGEReTK. 

And now if my reader is not wearied with the dry recitals 
of the preceding pages, I entreat his company on a visit to 

SbU iMargaret^0 €j^urcj^. 

Before entering into minute detail, allow me to direct at- 
tention to the annexed engraving of this magnificent structure 
as it appeared in the reign of King James II., when the south 
west tower was crowned with a lofly spire, the nave received 
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light from almost double its present number of windows, — 
a lantern surmounted the intersection of the cross aisles, — 
and surrounding chapels added to the picturesque dignity of 
the whole. Those chapels are removed — ^the lantern with its 
pictured windows gone, and that lofty spire, the sight of 
which in by-gone days was wont to cheer the heart of the 
homeward bound mariner, is fallen ; — ^fallen alas ! we fear to 
rise no more. 

This church, with the priory adjoining, were founded by 
Herbert, Bishop of Norwich, in the Reign of William Rufus. 
Parkins says, but without giving his authority for the asser- 
tion, that it occupies the site of one of earlier date ; probably 
such was the case, as the Anglo-Saxon churches were far 
more numerous than those of the present day ; they were not 
however, buildings of such importance as those built between 
the 12th and 15th. centuries, but partook of the rude charac- 
ter of the age in which they were erected.* 

Notwithstanding the havoc made by time, and the equally 
destructive innovations of bad taste, the architectural antiquary 
will yet find much remaining in this church, that is highly 
interesting, and that will amply repay him for a visit. 

The ground plan of St. Margaret's church is cruciform ; 
having a nave with side aisles, and two towers at the west 
end, a choir with side aisles, and north and south transepts. 

We will first endeavour to trace the remains of the church 
attributed to Bishop Herbert — some interesting arches of that 
period are to be seen in the lower story of the exterior of the 
S. W. tower, and in the interiors of both N. W. and S. W. 

• At Greensted, near Ongar, there still exists a charch, part of which may 
convey some idea of the nature of these early erections ; in that building, the 
north wall of the nave, is composed of half trunks of oak, split through the cen- 
tre, and set side by side, as close as the roughness of their unhewn edges will 
permit. The original building is twenty-nine feet nine inches long, by fourteen 
feet wide, fire feet and a half high at the sides which supported the primitiye 
roof. 
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toweirs : but these we will point out as we proceed regularly 
with our description. 

The west front is remarkable, exhibiting at one view spe- 
cimens of English ecclesiastical architecture of several 
periods. 

The earliest portion shewing the Norman style of the 12th. 
century is at the south-west corner, where in the basement 
story is an ornamental row of intersecting arches, springing 
from corbels ; above which appears a narrow zig-zag mould- 
ing surmounted by another row of trefoil arches springing 
from columns with Norman capitals; the angles of the lower 
part of this tower, are also formed of rows of clustered Nor- 
man columns. 

The next story consists of ornamental arches and windows 
of the style called early English which prevailed in the 13ih 
century. 

Above which we have another story in the decorated style 
of about the beginning of the 14th century. 

The great west window with the whole exterior of the N.W. 
tower are of the perpendicular style which prevailed from the 
latter part of the 14th. to the early part of the 16th. century. 

The parapet of the N.W. tower is battlemented, and at the 
angles and centres are crocketted pinnacles ; the battlement 
is highly enriched with quatrefoil paimels. 

In the basement story of this tower, a door-way has (very 
improperly) been made; to effect which, an interesting win- 
dow with a depressed arch, has been destroyed : this door is 
not at all necessary as a way of access to the tower, and a 
very small sum of money would be sufficient for the restora- 
tion of the window; we should then have in this tower^ a 
perfect example of the period to which it belongs. 

North-ward of this tower, is a small chapel with a fine west 
window in the perpendicular style, now used as a school- 
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room and engine-house. It is not known to what saint it was 
dedicated. Mackerell in his History of Lynn, published in 
1 738, speaks of three noted chapels in this church, one dedi" 
cated to the Holy Trinity, one to St. John, and a third known 
only as Thoresby's Chapel, which is probably the building 
that now claims our attention. 

Henry Thoresby was mayor in the 36th. of Henry VI. and 
until Michaelmas in the following year, being the 36th. of 
ihat King's reign, when we find it recorded, that an order 
was given by the mayor to build the bell-tower of St. Mar- 
garet's Church. Now this chapel was evidently built at the 
same time with the tower, and formed part of the original 
design for that structure, in proof of which, it is only neces- 
sary to examine the admirable contrivance of the architect to 
ensure the stability of the tower, by the ingenious construction 
of arches, so framed, as to render this chapel a buttress for 
its support 

On the north side of the chapel of which we have been 
speaking, and on the site of the present market-house, stood 
the chamel-house,a consecrated depository for the mouldering 
remains of frail mortality, that might of necessity be disturbed 
in forming new graves ; the upper story of this structure was 
a chapel, and will be described with the other chapels con- 
nected with St Margaret's Church. 

We will now proceed to the north-side of the church. The 
nave having been re-built within the last century, offers but lit- 
tle now, to arrest the attention of the antiquar}''; we have only 
briefly to remark, that the windows introduced are in good 
character, being copies of those in the choir. This portion 
of the church was re-built in consequence of the damage done 
by the falling of the spire at the west end, which was blown 
down by a violent hurricane on the 8th. of September, 1741, 
when also the spire of St. Nicholas' Chapel, in this town, felt 
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The re-building was begun in 1 742, and completed in 1747. 

The north transept is modernised, and no doubt much re- 
duced in extent There is a cross on the gable, a piece of 
modem masonry, as much inferior to even the worst specimens 
of ancient crosses, as can be well conceived ; how much then 
must it fall short of its predecessor ; for we know that of old, 
the builders of these temples, were wont to bestow on this 
sacred christian emblem, their most costly designs, and the 
most elaborate and delicate touches of the sculptor's art. 

Eastward of this transept formerly stood the chapel of the 
Holy Trinity — this too is gone, or rather much reduced in 
its dimensions, but will be described hereafter. The north 
aisle of the choir has been shortened, apparently to widen the 
carriage-way j thus it is in our day, if public convenience re- 
quires an alteration, and the house of God stands in the way 
of the improvement, even that sacred structure must suffer 
mutilation, rather than the dwellings of men — but it was not 
always so.* 

The north wall of the choir has a range of beautiful win- 
dows in the clerestory, which appears to belong to the late or 
perpendicular style. B; comparing these windows, with the 
copies of them in the nave, it will be seen how much the 
character of the latter has been injured, by rendering the arch 
eliptical, instead of its being slightly pointed, as in the origi- 
nal. 

The east end of the choir is a remarkably interesting 
composition. The design is in two stages ; immediately over 
the basement in the lower division, is a band composed of 
rich quatre-foils with shields in the centre ; — above which 
are three niches^ with projecting brackets and canopies. The 
upper stage has a circular window, almost, if not quite, unique 

* Had the road been extended on the opposite side, the alteration might 
have been expensive, but this evil would have been temporaxy — the injury done 
by removing part of such an edifice as St. Margaret's Church, is irreparable. 
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in its character; the perpendicular arrangement of its mullions, 
ranks it among works of the late period to which the whole of 
the upper range of the choir windows appears to helong. At 
the angles are octagonal stair-case turrets, which were once 
crowned with lofty pinnacles : and when the gable bad its 
original high pitched roof, surmounted by a rich cross in the 
florid style, the whole must have been exceedingly beautiful. 
The south side will next claim our attention ; — its presen t 
appearance exactly resembles that of the north side of which 
we have been speaking. By referring to the old view of the 
church, (page 19) it will be seen that at the time that draw- 
ing was made, there was a south entrance porch to the nave, 
a noble window in the south transept, and at the east end a 
chapel adjoining the choir is distinctly shown. And now 
having surveyed the exterior of this noble edifice, we will 
conduct the reader over 

Wbt Sntnrf or. 

I well remember the disappomtment experienced on my 
first entering this church by the west door. My expectation had 
been raised by the contemplation of its picturesque and cathe« 
dral-like front, and on the opening of the door I anxiously 
looked for the '^ long drawn aisles " of its spacious nave, but 
looked in vain ; for my view was obstructed on all sides by 
heavy pannelling, doors, and stair-cases of modem erection : 
verily I thought, there is much here to disquiet the heart of an 
antiquary — ^but these feelings were momentary, my guide 
opened a door on the right, and I entered the 

^ontb ^tstt Zofatt^ 

Here we have a goodly display " of massive arches, broad 
and round,'' and clustered columns with capitals that bespeak 
their early date, the general character of which, greatly re- 
sembles the architecture of the same period, found in parts of 
Norwich Cathedral. The base^ of the columns are now buried 
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in accumulated earth ; the arch that was open to the middle 
aisle is very lofty — that which led to the south aisle very low. 
In this tower we have the largest portion that can be seen at 
one view, of Bishop Herbert's church. 

'^ Built ere the art was known, 
By pointed aisle, and shafted stalk, 
The arcades of an alley'd walk. 
To emulate in stone.'* 

Sir Walter Scott. 

Immediately above the low arch that opened to the south 
aisle, is an early English window, and round the interior of 
this tower, above the arches just described, runs a narrow zig- 
zag fillet, and an arcade of Norman arches ; at the four 
angles of which are stone stair-cases, leading to different parts 
of the roofs, and the summit of the tower. The visitor of St. 
Margaret's church will have but ill-performed his work, who 
leaves this interesting portion of it unexplored. Our atten- 
tion was next directed to the 

which is entered on the west by a door-way of modem con- 
struction, to form which, as I have before stated, an original 
window has been spoilt. The immense thickness of the wall 
cut through to form this entrance, will not fail to attract the 
notice of visitors. 

It is scarcely possible to convey by words, an adequate 
idea of the original beauty and grandeur of this interior. To 
form the least conception of it, it is necessary in the first place, 
to imagine the accumulated earth of the floor cleared away 
to show the bases of the clustered columns at the angles ; the 
heavy staircase and floor of the belfry removed, as also the 
boards thai separate this tower from the chapel on the north 
side, and the partition walls that now fill up the other noble 
arches ; we should then have a light, lofty, and elegant inte- 
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nor ; on the north Bide of which, through a spacious arch^ 
would be seen the beautiful chapel which I presume to be 
Thoresbj's. Through the eastern arch would be seen the long 
north aisle of the naye of the church, and the view through 
the great Norman arch on the south side, would terminate in 
the open interior of the other tower. 

From the time of King James Ist, to the reign of George 
rV, a dark doud has hung oyer English ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture. During that period, the beauties of many of our 
venerable churches have suffered Irom neglect and bad taste, 
to a lamentable degree ; but the rapid spread of correct ideas 
in such matters, in the present day, leaves us a hope, that St. 
Margaret's church may yet be seen, with much of its original 
beauty restored. 

The intentional injury done to churches, of course com- 
menced with the Reformation, when few of them escaped 
mutilation^ and many celebrated buildings were entirely de- 
stroyed : but I am now speaking of the ill effects of the 
introduction of the Italian style of architecture^ barbarous in- 
sertions of which, are to to be found in almost every church that 
I have yet visited, in this county. This subject will be resumed 
when speaking of the nave — for the present we will confine 
our attention to the tower. 

Having examined the columns, and their capitals, of the 
three noble arches of this tower, all that at present can be 
seen of them, the view being intercepted by the belfry floor j 
we next noticed the depressed arch of a little door-way in the 
N. W. pier, now masoned up, that probably led to the original 
stone staircase; passing which, we ascended a clumsy, modern 
one of wood, a few steps of which brought us to 

Here the first attraction, is the remaining portion of the 
arches before mentioned, and the fine west window, that 
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ihoutd illuminate the whole interior of the tower. Occupied 
as my thoughts were with regret, that so much that is beauti- 
ful should be unnecessarily hid from view, I had scarcely 
patience to copy the following inscriptions from tablets sus* 
pended on the walls, descriptive of the noisy feats of the 
ringers ; but for the information of lovers of music of the 
Campanile, I here insert them. 

1746. Jan\ y" 20. There was rung y* 5 thousand and 
forty changes of Gathron Trebles, in 3 hours and 40 mi- 
nutes^ by ringers of y"^ steeple named 

Treble, Jno. Atkin 6 Josh. Baven. 

2d Jon. Sheets 6 Will Moore 

3 Mesr. Atmore 7 Ant. Berry 

4 Jno. Parkinson 8 Chas. HilL 

Feb. 23. 1 770. Was rung in this steeple a complete peal 
of 5040 changes of Bob Major in 3 hours and 28 minutes, 
by the undermentioned persons. 

Treble, Robert Field 6 Josh. Baren 

2d John Parkinson, who called the peal 6 NathL Williamson 

3 Thos. Killingbank 7 Thos. Crane 

4 Jno. BeU Tenor, Jno. Squires. 

Nov. 5. 1796. (a day when all bells did ring, and when 
all bells should ring,) the next tablet tells us this steeple was 
musical with a merry and complete peal of 6000 changes of 
Bob Major ; rung in 4 hours and 10 minutes^jwhich feat has 
immortalised the following ringers. 

Treble, Wm. Ras«eU 6 Wm. Jackaman 

2d Jno. Bell 6 Heny. Smith 

3 Jno. Bodham who called the peal 7 Edward Bodham 

4 Benjm. Seaman Tenor, Thos Ball, Janr. 

But Mackerell* speaks of the doings of another set of these 
noisy sons of mirth, more than a century and a half before 
honest John Parkinson called a peal ; he tells us that in 
1582; ** certain lusty young fellows began to set up ringing 

* History of Lynn, p. 229. 
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again, which for some time had been disused ; when divers 
of the aldermen (good, peace-looking subjects of her Majesty 
I trow) meaning to silence them, occasioned a great distur- 
bance, which turned to the mayor's disadvantage, and was the 
cause of spending a great deal of money/' 
., From a small door^way in the belfry we ascended by a 
winding flight of stone steps to the 

•' — there the loud bells were hung 
Each under each with graduated tongue. 
Supreme lords of a boundless world of tone ; 
The great bell shone its meaner peers among. 
In portly pride, and its high rank was knuwn 
By learned scroll, inscribed around its ample zone/* 

Fosbroke. 

Here once hung the celebrated bell called the Margaret, 
noted, says Mackerell lor her curious sound, which might be 
heard (the wind favouring) full ten miles distant. Here was 
also the Trinity and the St. Thomas' bells and here I suppose 
they are still,but not in propria persona for their metal is incor- 
porated with that of the other bells, they having with an old 
brass eagle that once graced the choir, been melted down, and 
re-cast into the eight bells, which now fonn the peal. 

What inscriptions surrounded the old bells, we know not 
but from the present ones, I copied the following — 

LESTER AHD PACK LONDON FECIT 1766. 

OUB YOIOSB SHALL WITH JOTFUL SOUND, 
MAKE HILLS AND VALLSTS ECHO SOUND 

PEACE AND GOOD— NEIOHBOUBHOOD. 

TE BINGE R8 ALL THAT PBIZE TOUB HEALTH AND HAPPINESS, 
BE 80BBB XERBY WISE AND TOU^LL THE SAME POSSESS. 

MUSIC IS MEDICINE TO THE MIND. 

TO HONOUB BOTH OF OOD AKD KINO, 
OUR 'VOICES SHALL IN CONCZBT BINO. 
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Each bell has in addition the maker's names, and on the 
two largest q)pear also the names of Jenkin Mather Leet, 
Richard Marshal and Charles Crusoe, churchwardens. 

The following was a common motto on ancient bells^ and 
will convey to the reader some idea of the superstitious be- 
lief usually entertained of their powers. 

iMett'cP ntafb S ullf in moUful fitnell^ 
ILigj^tnf ng anm ^tvaattf S fixtnk astmHttf 
0n ^OifiSitb all to tffVLttt S callt 
^t aUtpjSi ttnUf S taitit from itUf 
Wbt fainlM 00 Uttttf S Ho Hi^ftttitf 
inen^cp cntl rage^ S Ho a^cpuage^ 

The practice of ringing changes on bells, is said to be pecu- 
liar to England; the great partiality of the Engli^ for this art, 
has gained for this country, the name of '' the ringing island.*' 

Fauliun, bishop of Nola, in Campania, is generally consi- 
dered to have first introduced bells into ecclesiastical service. 
The early British Christians made use of wooden rattles (sacra 
ligna) to call the congregations together. 

According to Ingulphus, who was abbot of Croyland, the 
first peal oi tuneable bells was set up at the abbey there, by 
the famous Abbot Turketullus, who died about 870. 

The bells in times of popery were baptised by the bishop, 
who used holy water, &c. signing them with the cross ; they 
had godfathers, who were usually persons of high rank — the 
following is part of the curious prayer used at the ceremony. 

** Lord grant that whensoever this holy bell, thus washed 
and baptized and blessed, shall sound, all deceits of Satan 
all dangers of whirlwind, thunder and lightning and tempests, 
may be driven away, and that devotion may increase in 
Christian men when they hear it : O Lord, pour upon it thy 
heavenly blessing, that when it sounds in thy people's ears. 
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they may adore thee ; may their faith and devotion increase : 
the devil be afraid and tremble, and fly at the sound of it : O 
Lord, sanctify it by thy Holy Spirit, that the fiery darts of 
the devil may be made to fly backwards at the sound thereof ; 
that it may deliver us from the danger of wind, thunder, &c. 
and grant Lord, that all that come to the church at the sound 
of it, may be free from all temptations of the devil'*. 

It was anciently the practice to ring the bells backwards 
at a fire, and this was probably the origin of the custom still 
retained at Lynn, of ringing the bells in a confused and 
jingling manner, on the occurrence of such a calamity. At 
present of course it is only used as an alarm, but anciently 
with a view to the production of rain ; an effect which Lord 
Bacon accounts for on philosophic principles, but which was 
capable of being turned to wonderful account on the credu- 
lous minds of believers in miracles. He says, ^^ It has anciently 
been reported, and is still recdved, that extreme applauses 
and shouting of people asembled in multitudes, have so rare- 
fied and broken the air, that birds flying over, have fallen 
down, the air not being able to support them ; and it is 
believed by some, that great ringing of bells, in populous 
cities, hath chased away thunder, and also dissipated pestilen- 
tial air, all which may be also from the concussion of the air, 
and not from sound.'' 

Leaving the bells, and continmng our ascent, we soon 
reach the summit of the tower. Here a complete change 
of scene claims the attention. Suddenly emerging from the 
gloomy windings of the turret stair-case, we feel doubly sen- 
sible of the beauties of the blue expanse of heaven's fair 
canopy ; and while viewing the panoramic scene presented 
by the various surrounding objects of the busy world below, 
we cease to think of times gone by ; we lose our recollection 
of the past in contemplating the present. At one point, tiers 
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of anchored vessels unloading their treasures, show the source 
of this town's wealth. There the outward bound vessel with un- 
furled sails, courts the genial breeze to waft her forth on some 
new trading venture ;— here comes a steamer, puffing forth its 
volleys of smoke, and with labouring paddles, towing with 
herculean strength, some loaded vessel home ; while on the 
shore, (if it be a market day,) immediately beneath, may 
be seen, assembled groups of trading villagers, their stalls well 
stocked with the good things of this life, the produce of their 
useful toil ; which for excellence, may claim competition with 
those of any market in the kingdom. 

After viewing the town, and distant country, with all their 
charming varieties to divert the eye; though the pic- 
turesque undulations of hills and valleys be wanting, there is 
a pleasure in tracing out the neighbouring villages and ham- 
lets, each graced with the lofty spire, or mossy tower of some 
sacred christian temple, reared ages since, and standing like 
monuments to remind us of the pious zeal of their founders. 
We will now descend and continue the description of the 
church. Our attention will be next directed to 

That portion of it, at present devoted to congregational 
use, has, according to the detective taste prevalent when it 
was rebuilt, been so modernised, as to have but little claim to 
the notice of the antiquary j — ^heavy galleries, — ^high panelled 
pews, — marble basins, and modern stoves, are in his estima- 
tion but poor substitutes, for the unobstructed view of painted 
windows, richly carved open seats, and appropriately embel- 
lished fonts. Of this portion of the church, then, in the 
Antiquities of Lynn, we must speak in the past; and to help 
the imagination of the reader while so doing, I here present 
him with a view of the old nave, as shown in a rare engraving 
of it, as it was. It is fortunate that we have this print of it 



32 ANTIQUITIES OF LYNN. 

left ; — ^thus Mackerell saw it a century ago when he wrote 
his history of Lynn. What a glorious edifice it mast then 
have been— look at those pointed arches, works of the 13th. 
century, a range of which extended through the whole 
building from west to east, and contrast them with the pre- 
sented stunted eliptical arches of the nave ; ^think of those 
arches and columns, when seen in bold relief of light and 
shadow, produced by the tinted rays of the setting sun, re- 
ceived through the great west window, now entirely hid by 
the mis-placed organ ; think of its pavement rich in monu- 
mental records, its windows decked with heraldic blazonry, 
and then think— -what you have lost. 

From this plate and existing remains, then, we learn, that 
before the rebuilding of the nave, the whole range of the mid- 
dle aisle of the building, consisted of one uniform series of 
pointed arches of the 1 3th century ; with the exception of the 
two nearest the west end, (not shown in this view) which 
were Norman. The windows of the side aisles are insertions 
of a later period, and belong to the perpendicular style. 

This print shews also, the expansive north aisle, with its 
curious roof; speaking of which, Mackerell says, " I cannot 
omit taking notice of the north roof of this church, being 
somewhat remarkable, whose contexture is a large hemisicle, 
the diameter whereof is 40 feet, without any kind of support.'* 
This aisle was in fact a double one, formed by adding the 
aisle of Thoresby's chapel, to the original north side aisle of 
the church. The organ is shown in its original and proper 
situation over the screen at the entrance to the choir, as in 
cathedrals. The font occupies its proper situation at the 
west end of the nave, though hid from view by a casing, such 
as was frequently placed over them in the reign of James the 
I ; of which period and in which style, were also the pulpit, 
screen, and organ case*'. 
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Perhaps the screen may be a few years earlier in date, bat 
certainly not earlier than the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

The monnmental brass shewn near the steps of the font, 
was that of a priest standing with his hands up in the attitude 
of prayer, the inscription was, 

tj^e xYi Has of Sbtpttmbttf tbt stre of otore 
ftorHe aSfOtt mv^vi. '^' 

The stone a little southward of the font, which had two 
effigies and an inscription upon it, in Mackerell's time was 
stript of its brasses. From that anther we also leam^ that 
there were several stone coffins in this church ; he calls them 
stones broad at the head and narrow at the feet^ but from the 
cuts he gives of them, they appear to have been coffin lids. 
To that curious and scarce book, we refer the reader for nu- 
merous monumental inscriptions existing in its author's time ; 
the limits of the present work only admitting of the introduc- 
tion of such of them as were remarkable. We will close the 
description of the nave, with a more minute account of 

Its situation has been conjectured at page 22 ; — about the 
middle of it, once stood a fair tomb, enriched with fine brass 
plates, doubtless that of the founder : and there the sexton 
who lived a century ago, remembered having met with a stone 
coffin, probably that in which his remains were placed. 
Three centuries ago, at that tomb, and over those remains, 
six boys did daily on their knees chant certain psalms, and 
pray for the repose of the founder^s soul. What a picture 
would the whole have made, — the elegant chapel — ^its rich 
roof, twice mentioned by Mackerell on account of its beauty, 
— the founder*8 tomb, and the surpliced singing boys ; and 
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much of this picture might yet be restored to us, by the mere 
removal of lath and plaster, and partition boards, and the 
clearing away of rubbish* 

I wish here, seriously to impress on the minds of every lo- 
ver of art, the practicability of effecting in this portion of the 
church, at a comparatively trifling expense, a restoration that 
would confer lasting honor on those whose perseverance and 
liberality might accomplish it However desirable the resto- 
ration of the whole of the nave may be, 1 confine my obser- 
vations now, to the first arch of the nave and the two towers ; 
because that portion of the building is entirely independent 
of the part at present used for service. Having given much 
attention to the subject, [ beg permission to offer the follow- 
ing recommendations, on the supposition that such a work 
were undertaken with very limited funds. First then, for this 
appears to me to be of the first importance, remove the organ 
and let the great west window be seen from the body of the 
church. The organ would be better placed in one of the 
transepts, .where its sweet tones would be heard to greater 
advantage, and it would then hide none of the architecture of 
the building. Then clear away all the rubbish and accumu- 
lated earth from within the towers, so as to shew the bases of 
the columns. Two labourers in a few days would accomplish 
this work. Next, remove the lath and plaster that fill up the 
fine Norman arches, seen on ascending the stairs that now 
lead to the west gallery, and let the interior of the towers be 
seen ; this would not be a very expensive undertaking. Then 
remove the clumsy belfry floor and stairs that lead to it, this 
work would be readUy undertaken by any body, to have in 
return the materials of which they are composed. By length- 
ening the bell ropes a few feet, the bells might be rung on 
the ground floor. And then, if at any time a more suitable 
place should be found for the girls* school-room and engine 
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house, Thoresby's Chapel might be seen, as it formerly was, 
by the mere removal of a few planks. 

This chapel has a splendid window, and an ornamental 
roof, but in consequence of the uses to which it has been of 
late applied, it would if thrown open, present a large surface 
of blank walls. Let these be the receptacle for all monumental 
tablets thatmayin future be erected, as the chapel would make 
a fine mausoleum. A rate of charge for interments, and dues 
for the erection of monuments, might be made available as a 
source of revenue towards defraying the expence of its res- 
toration. 

Before leaving the nave, the lovers of music will I am sure 
pardon me, if I say a few words about 

Although this instument has no daim to notice here on 
the score of antiquity, it has very great claims on account of 
its perfection ; the rich melody of old church music is rarely 
heard to greater advantage, than from its dulcet pipes. 

The organ shewn in the old view of the nave, was erected 
by virtue of a faculty granted by the bishop in 1677 ; the ex- 
pense being defrayed by the voluntary subscriptions of the 
parishioners. The firont was then towards the east ; ten years 
afterwards, it was removed, (and several stops and improve- 
ments made to it,) at the expense of the parish, and then 
placed over the screen as shewn in the view. The removal 
and alterations, cost £164. 3s. 5d. — ^This instrument, with its 
handsome case, the appropriate figures that adorned it, &c. 
were sold in 1766 for £33. 

The present organ was erected in 1 754, at the expense of 
the corporation ; it was built by Snetzler, whose great repute 
is fully justified by the richness of its tones. On this instru- 
ment he first introduced, in this country, the Dulciana stop. 
It contains in all thirty stops (three of which are borrowed) 
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and wants only pedal pipes, to render it one of the finest in 
the kingdom. 

The celebrated Dr. Bumey, eminent both for his musical 
talent and literary attainments, was organist at the time of 
its erection : it was during the period of his residence at Lynn, 
that he was employed on his general History of Music. In 
his letter of resignation, on his return to the capital, he speaks 
of the organ in the highest, possible terms, and recommends 
great caution to be used in the selection of suitable persons to 
conduct any repairs it may require. Tts present situation is 
much to be regretted, it almost touches the ceiling, and is pent 
in between two walls ; consequently its tones are muffled. 

In conclusion of the article on the nave, we have only to 
express regret, that the good feeling that prevailed when it 
was fitted up in its present substantial and expensive style, 
was not directed by better taste. 

Wbt CTj^ancel or iS^olt. 

though wanting much of its original beauty, still retains 
enough of interest, amply to compensate for the disappoint- 
ment the visitor may have experienced in the nave. The 
screen at the entrance, is a good specimen of the style of such 
works in the time of Queen Elizabeth — the date on one of 
the pannels is 1674* 

The columns and arches which separate the middle, from 
the side aisles of the chancel, are in the early English or 
pointed style of the 13th. century ; the columns are formed of 
four plain round shafts, united, with capitals of leaves and 
flowers. The clerestory exhibits slender clustered columns of 
the same style, which when crowned with the original lofty 
pdnted arch must havepossessed great beauty. Thepresent de- 
pressed arch appears to havebeen adopted, to admit of the low« 
ering the pointed roof, and substituting the flat ceiling, which 
now disfigures the chancel. The windows wbich have been 
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meDtioned in the descriptioD of the exterior, are in the late or 
perpendicular a^yle. The circular window at the east end 
was formerly filled with stained glass, on which was de- 
picted the genealogy of the Kings of Israel. Having glanced 
generally at the architecture, the attention of visitors is soon 
drawn to the beautifully carved screens and seats of the 
chancel. 

On either side of the entrance to the choir, as was usual 
in conventual churches, are stalls divided into single seats, 
which were formerly appropriated to the monks of the estab- 
lishment ; each seat is moveable, and richly carved on the 
9ubseUia or under side. They were csMeA, formuUe or forms, 
when down to form seats, and miserecordes when up for the 
convenience of kneeling or standing. The annexed engravings 
show the gubsellia or under sides. They are carved in the 
richest style of the art, and distinctly point to an era in the 
history of the church. At the first glance I saw that much vras 
to be learnt from them^ and it still excites my wonder, that 
Mackerell, Parkins, Richards, and all who have written 
about this church, should have left this mine of information 
unexplored. 

Plate I, represents the carvings on the seats on the south 
side of the choir. 

Fig. 1. A crowned head of Edward III. This prince was 
a great promoter of architecture, and probably contributed to 
this building, which he no doubt honored with his royal pre- 
sence when visiting the dowager Queen Isabel, during her 
residence at Rising Castle. It was on the occasion of one 
of these visits in 1340, that Adam de Riffham and John de 
Newland of Lenn, sent the king a present of wine, as ap- 
pears by their account rolls. 

Another royal visit occurs during the mayoralty of John 
de Cokesford, who received from the castle, the Queen's pre- 



38 ANTIQUITIES OF LYNN. 

cept to send eight carpenters from Lynn, to make preparation 
lor his majesty's reception. The reign of Edward III was 
a glorious era in church architecture. In that reign lived the 
celebrated architect William de Wykeham, afterwards Bi- 
shop of Winchester, who was entrusted by the king, with the 
rebuilding of Windsor Castle. 

His last visit appears to have been in 1358, when the royal 
remains of the deceased Isabel, his mother, were removed 
from the castle at Rising, where she died, for interment in 
the choir of the Grey Friar's Church in London. 

Fig. 2. A most elegantly designed cluster of foliage. 

Fig. 3. A head encircled with leaves, and foliage issuing 
from the mouth. 

Fig. 4. A grotesque distorted figure, apparently suffer- 
ing under the pressure of the superincumbent weight of the 
seat, which he appears to support. 

Fig. 5. Clustered foliage, with knots on either side com- 
posed of three roses each. 

Fig. 6. A cluster of six roses, one of which is broken off, 
the stems entwined ; on either side an heraldic rose, barbed 
and seeded proper. 

Fig. 7. Is perhaps the most interesting of the whole, the 
head is a portrait of the renowned Edward the Black Prince. 
Historians speak of the personal beauty of this Prince, and if 
this be a faithful portrait of him, not without cause : he is 
also represented as being very handsome, on his monument 
at Canterbury. 

The shield on the dexter side, bears, three ostrich feathers^ 
enscroUed ; the coat of peace for the blood royal, which was 

* About the time of Edward the III. the Chapeau was first decorated with a 
single feather worn straight up: — ^it was probably a royal badge. Edward III 
and all his sons bearing an ostrich feather, different in blazoning for distinction 
sake. The qnill of Uie King's feather, gold— the Prince's, argent— the Duke of 
Lancaster's, ermine. 
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thus emblazoned, *' sable, tbree ostrich feathers, enscrolled 
Or.*' The arms of the Black Prince were similarly depicted 
on his monument at Canterbury, where the scrolls bear the 
motto " Ich dien^ I serve. Contrary however, to the instruc- 
tions given in his will which directs that the motto should 
be ^* houmoutr which in the German language signifies a 
haughty spirit ; the former he used to express dutiful sub- 
mission to his royal parent ; the latter, was characteristic of 
his firmness in the field of battle. 

The sinister shield has the field powdered with ermine 
spots — ^the lines shown in the engraving, on the shield, 
represent a disappearing as in the original. 

Fio. 8. Is the mitred head of Bishop Spencer. The 
shield on the dexter sides bears the arms of the see of Nor- 
wich, that on the sinister side, his family coat, quarterly, 
argent and gules, in the second and third quarter a fret or, 
over all a bend, gules, in a bordure sable, mitred of the third.* 
This was the bishop's seat, and is in the usual place on the 
right of the entrance to the choir. 

Fox, designates this bishop as a young and stout prelate, 
much fitter for the camping cure, than for the peaceable 
church of Christ ; a character fiiUy borne out by his many 
war-like exploits recorded in history. He fortified the palace 
at Gay wood, and appears to have been of an imperious and 
turbulent spirit. It was this bishop who when once visiting 
Lynn, accompanied by his retinue, met, and quarrelled with 
the mayor, in the streets, on some point of etiquette, which 
quarrel ended in a fight, the towns-people supporting their 
magistrate, and the bishop's attendants siding with him ; the 
mayor's party proved victorious, and the conflict ended in 
their driving the warlike bishop and his followers out of the 

* Tlus anns was alio in the east window of the chancel of Gaywood Choroh. 
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town. He persecuted the Lollards, and under him the pro- 
ceedings s^ainst William Sautre, a priest of St. Margaret's 
Church, were conducted, as is recorded in Fox's Book of 
Martyrs. Poor Sautre, was the first English Martyr, but 
he wanted thefirmness,thatcbaracterisedtheglorious company 
which in later times suffered at the stake. He was denounced 
as a heretic for the maintenance of certain opinions opposed 
to the doctrines and practices of the Romish Church ; but his 
fortitude forsook him under his imprisonment, and on the 
25th. of May, 1390, in the church-yard of St. James's Cha- 
pel, in Lynn, the bishop, clergy, and towns-people being 
present, he recanted ; declaring his former conclusions to be 
erroneous and heretical. And afterwards in the church of the 
Hospital of St. John in the same place ; the Bishop Spencer 
sitting as judge, sware that he would never after that time 
preach openly the aforesaid conclusions. Though he denied, 
it does not appear that he really gave up his opmions ; for 
he afterwards suffered a glorious martyrdom for the alleged 
crime of heresy. For a very minute account of these proceed- 
ings, the reader is referred to Fox's Book of Martyrs. 

The stalls on the north side of the choir are enriched with 
the carvings represented on the 2nd. plate. Having identi- 
fied the portraits carved on the stalls of the south side. King 
Eldward by the crown he wears, and the strong resemblance 
of the features, to those delineated on the great seal of his 
reign — Edward the Black Prince, by his armorial bearings, 
and Bishop Spencer by his shield of arms ; the following 
conjectures, as to the identity of those that remain to be de- 
scribed, will be readily admitted as probable. In the absence 
of every thing that shews real identity, such as coronets and 
armorial emblazonings, our conjectures must be formed by 
inference. 

Fio. 1, plate 2. A youthful and beautiful head encircled 
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with a coronet of roses, was probably one of the younger 
princes ; the fashion of the hair and costume are strongly 
characteristic of the time of Edward III. In this reign gar^ 
lands or chaplets of goldsmith's work were worn by the no- 
bility. This head is between two roses. 

No. 2. Is another youthful head, but apparently older 
than that last described, encircled with a wreathed chaplet ; 
probably another of the royal princes ; this has on either side 
a finely carved leaf. 

No. 3. A female head, probably of Queen Philippa — ^the 
costume shews that it was designed to represent her at an 
advanced period of her Ufe, as she wears the wimple or hand^ 
kerchief as a head dress, which was the custom of matrons 
and widows of the time of Edward III ; on each side of the 
head is a leaf. 

Centuries have rolled by, since these carved memorials were 
first placed here, to perpetuate the recollection of liiis truly 
royal family. We gaze on them and are reminded of their 
visits to this town; we look upon the majestic features of 
Edward, and we think of his long and glorious reign ; the por- 
trayed semblance of his princely son, with his triple plumed 
shield, recall the glories of Cressy's field to mind. We view 
Philippa, and we think of a noble matron who woidd not con- 
sign the office of nurse to her royal offspring, to meaner hands 
than her own. We think also of that time, when on the oc- 
casion of one of her visits to this town, the royal and gallant 
mayor, William de Swanton, presented his horse worth 
63s. 4d.f together with the sum of ten pounds, to his royal 
mistress, and a like amount to one of the princes. 

Fig. 4. Foliage, on either side an heraldic rose. 

Fig. 6. The armorial bearings of the noble Robert de 
Scales, who, with his family, were benefactors to this and 
many of the neighbouring churches} whose banner waved in 
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Britany for the honour of his king and coantr j ; and who in 
the 31st of £dward III. was summoned by that monarch, to 
the siege of Calais, with all the power he could raise. 

On his banner he bore Gules six escallop shells argent. 

These bearings may still be traced over the gateway of a 
moated tower at Middleton in this vicinity, the roofless walls 
an d mouldering turrets of which, yet stand to tell the tale of 
other days. 

Fig. 6. A grotesque head ; on either side clusters of 
three roses each, barbed and seeded proper. 

Fig. 7. An elegantly designed cluster of foliage, with leaf 
ornaments on either side. 

Fig. 8. A grotesque head. 

The grotesque carvings represented on the miscellaneous 
plate are on the ends, or elbows of the seats. 

On the backs of the seats below the stalls, are sixteen coats 
of arms, probably of contributors either to the church or con- 
vent. (See misceUaneous plate.) 

Fig. 1. Six escallop shells, the arms of Scales as on the 
stalls. 

Fig. 2. The arms of Robert Ufford earl of Suffolk, whose 
daughter Catherine, was the wife of Robert Lord Scales ; he 
bore Sable, a cross ingrailed, or. 

Fig. 3. The bearings of either Bardolf or Fitton, which 
were different only in colour. Bardolf bore Or, three cinque- 
foils azure. Fitton bore Azure, three cinquefoils argent 
Both families contributed largely to the churches in this 
neighbourhood. 

Fig. 4 The arms of the Howard family ; they bore 
Gules, a bend between six cross crosslets filchy argent. 

It is worthy of remark, that the bearings on this shield, are 
crosses botonny fitchy, as the Howards are said to have em^ 
blazoned their shields in the reign of Edward HI. 
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Fig. 5. Is the shield of Sir Robert de Bois, who bore 
Ermine a cross sable ; his daughter Alice was wife of Sir 
John Howard. 

Fig. 6. This coat in connection with the Howards, ap- 
peared also in the east window of an ancient chapel on the 
south side oi the chancel of East Winch Church, the old 
burial place of that most noble family. This chapel which is 
now entirely destroyed,was standing when Weever wrote his 
valuable work on funeral monuments, fortunately he has given 
plates of the arms which then appeared in it, and by so doing 
has shown, that the page of history, is a more secure memo- 
rial for posterity, than the records of carved stone^ or graven 
brass. 
Fig. 7. A shield bearing, Barry of six pieces. 
Fig. 8. Azure, a fess between two chevronels argent, the 
arms of Tendering, this shield impaled with Howard, was also 
in the east window of Howard's Chapel, East Winch. 

Fig. 9. Sable, a fess dancette between three mullets 
pierced argent, the arms of Weasenham. 
Fig. 10. On a Chevron, three crosses botonny fitchy. 
Fig. 11. Sable, three mallets argent, the arms of Rain- 
ham ; the bearings of this ancient family appeared also in a 
window of Wiggenhall St Peter's Church,in this vicinity. 
Fig. 12. Barry of six pieces, as fig. 7. 
Fig. 13. Azure, three crescents argent, the arms of 
Thorpe. This shield appears also on the porch of Little 
Massingham Church ; and was in a window of Anmere 
Church in this neighbourhood. 

Fig, 14. Gules, a saltier ingrailed argent, Kerdeston . 
this was also in a window of Wiggenhall Saint Mary's Church 
near Lynn. 

Fig. 15. Argent, a chevron between three boars' heads, 
couped sable, was the arms of Mosel. 
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Fig. 16. The Rochfords who had a manor at Walpole, 
bore, quarterly or and gales, in a bordare sable, bezantj. 

The Howards and their family connections, appear to have 
been liberal benefistctors to the churches in this viciDity. 
Their chief place of residence was at East Winch near Lynn. 
Sir William Howard an eminent lawyer in the time of 
Edward I. resided there, and his good services to the corpo- 
ration of Lynn, w«re rewarded by them with several presents 
daring that reign. In a roll of the chamberlain's accounts 
preserved in the Tovm clerk's office, is the following entry 
^' Item, in tmo careas. bwis misso Une Aline Hannird, usq ; 
Wynohg Yi sol that is for a carcass of an ox, and sending it 
to the lady Alecie Howard, at Wynch, 6$. Item, in vino p. 
duos vices miss. IXno WiW Howard, cum duob carcos. 
vsttd et una scuto apri xiii5«— that is for wine sent twice to 
Sir William Howard, vHith tw6 calves, and a collar, or shield 
of brawn Tcnis. Item^ in duob ; salmon, miss. Una WHP. 
Howard vi^ Pasehe xjs. — ^that is for two salmons sent to 
Sir William Howard on the vigil of Easter wed^ xis. A 
good substantial old English mark of esteem. 

Wbt Sbttttttfi 

which divided the chapels in the side aisles, from the middle 
aisle of the choir, are still very perfect ; and are fine specimens 
of richly carved open tracery in the decorated style of the 
14th centofy. Nothing short of several minutely detailed en- 
gravings, citmld possibly do justice to their excellence, and as 
description must fail to convey an adequate idea of their 
beauties, I would strongly recommend a minute inspection of 
them to those persons who feel interested in ecclesiastical 
architecture, as splendid examples of decorated carved traceiy. 
All that is ancient in the chancel, is magnificent, but the 
days of its gloiy are gone by. We look in vain for the solemn 
grandeur of the high altar, the crowning feature in all ancient 
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chorches, and what have we in its place P A heavy, massive, 
incongraous design in the Italian style ; which must ever fail 
to inspire those sublime and devotional feelings, which are al- 
most inseparable, from the contemplation of the works of the 
architects of the middle ages. 

I am assured by a gentleman who has taken pains to exa- 
mine it, that the present altar-piece hides one of the time of 
James I. if so^ even that, if exposed, would better harmonize 
wilh the surrounding objects, than the one we now have ; but 
it would be a glorious work to remove them both, and then, 
in all probability, we should find remains of an original one 
of early date, in correct keeping with the rest of the build- 
ing.* 

Among the monumental records of this kingdom, the se- 
pulchral brasses of Adam de Walsoken and Robert Braunch, 
for magnitude and rich detail, stand unrivalled ; especially 

Wbt iMonument ofJMbttt ^tmntfit^ 

Here we have another example of the rich style of decora- 
tion bestowed in the 1 4th century, on every thing connected 
with the church; whether the artist wrought in stone, wood, 
metal, or glass, all was costly and beautiful ; alike creditable 
to their talent, and the pious zeal and liberality of the sup- 
porters of the church. 

Monumental brasses were first introduced into our churches 
about the commencement of the 1 3th century, and were in 
their greatest splendour a centuiy after that time, when this 
of Braunch was executed. They are supposed to have been 
wrought principally in Flanders, as they abound most in 
those counties, where trade was carried on with the Flemings. 

* Thh was predself the cue at Saint Sanoor^s Church, in Sonthwark, the 
beautiful choir of which the writer remembers disguised with a modem Co- 
rinthian altar screen, at the remoral of which he was present, when to the 
delight of all assembled a must magnificent screen supposed to to have been 
erected by Bishop Fox, and one of the finest in the Idngdom, was disoovered, 
and has since been restored. 
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At the time when this monument was executed the burgesses 
of Lynn were closely connected with that country in the 
way of trade. 

The visitor is first struck with the magnitude of this brass, 
which is composed of several pieces, the length is eight feet 
eleven inches, the breadth five feet two inches. 

On the brass are engraven portraits of Robert Braunch 
and his two wives Letitia and Margaret He is habited in 
the costume of a merchant of the time of Edward the III. 
which consists of a long close coat, slit in front from the 
middle downwards, with tight sleeves and standing cape. The 
shoes are pointed and fastened on the instep with a latchet, 
the hair is worn long and flowing. He is represented as 
treading on a dragon, which generally when so placed, repre- 
sents sin. The allegory appears to be this, he overcomes sin 
through prayer, (in which attitude he appears,) to the Deity 
who is represented in a niche above, with angels on either 
side, bearing in his arms the infant Christ as the mediator. 
With this view of it, where is the profanation of which other 
writers have spoken when describing it ; they look at the 
venerable figure that reminds us of the Deity, and call the 
representation profane, because they view it unconnected 
with the rest of the allegory. These designs were in- 
tended as lessons for the uneducated minds, to convey a 
moral to them, in the same way that we now impress the 
minds of children by means of pictures. 

The ladies, Letitia and Margaret, his wives, are dad in 
the elegant costume of the 14th century. The head dress is 
the wimple or handkerchief as worn by matrons, the upper 
part of the robe fits close to the figure, the lower part is loose 
and fSeills in elegant folds, the borders richly embroidered, the 
sleeves which are tight are covered with embroidery. At the 
foot of each lady is a dog with a collar of bells. Over each 
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figure, in lichlj wrought canopied niches are figures of 
angels pla3ring on various musical instruments. 

Under the feet of the figures, occupying the whole width 
of the brass, is represented a sumptuous festival, at which 
twelve persons are present, nine males, and three females. 
The figure at the head, is crowned; the rest wear the cha- 
peau. The attitudes of the ladies are extremely elegant and 
graceful, and they appear to receive courteous and polite 
attention from the male guests. At each end are seen at- 
tendants bearing dishes, with peacocks in their plumes, 
preceded by musicians with trumpets, shawms, viols, &c. 
The first dish, a peacock, is presented to the royal^ personage 
at the head of the table, by a kneeling figure. 

It scarcely admits of a doubt, that this represents a ban- 
quet given by Braunch, during his mayoralty, to Edward 
ni. who about that time frequently visited Lynn: and I 
am much inclined to think, that the kneeling figure is 
Braunch himself, who would perhaps present ihe first dish 
to his royal guest, and wait, as is done to this day on such 
occasions, an invitation to a seat at the table.* 

There are eight more figures in the niches down the sides 
of the brass, all fine examples of the costume oi the period ; 
the whole is surrounded with the following inscription — 

<!^ratt pro animal&ut; llofierti i$raunc]^t— tLeticit 
tt imatgarm uiontm tjnfi tt pro omnifiutf tiuiliuti 
tmmtwc qui guiHtm Hofiertnis oftii xv ttie octofirtot 
anno Homini mccclxhh aninu torum ptr mlatxU 
(orliiiam Uti in pan rtguitiscant anun^ in the border 

* The peacock was esteemed a laxuiy at the feasts of the Bomans. In latter 
4ays they were introduced at the tables of the great, but merely for ornament, 
the skin being stript off, the body was prepared with warm spices and his plu- 
mage replaced, in which state they were often kept for years as ornaments for 
festive occasions ; but at the festivals in this country, it formed a substantial 
dish, though served up in the feathers, as when only used for ornament. 
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are two shields, that on the dexter side, bears the royal 
arms ; that on the sinister side, a cross ingrailed. A little 
westward of this, stands 

Wbt fnsasi of ^liiam tte aHal^oftne^ 

equally costly both in magnitude and design, though less 
noticed, because less perfect ; having received much injury 
in consequence of being so placed, that every person enter- 
ing the choir, walks over it, the upper part which is nearest 
to the entrance, is very much worn. 

The effigies are of Walsoken and his wife, in costumes 
much like those on Braunch's monument. This brass is 
equally as rich, in figures, architectural display, &c. with 
that last described. In place of the peacock festival thereon, 
we have on this, a representation of a vintage harvest, with 
numerous figures engaged, gathering grapes from the vines. 
One female figure is borne in triumph on the shoulders of at- 
tendants, through standing com, towards a windmill. In 
niches at the sides are figures representing saints and 
martyrs. 

Under the figures are these two lines, 

CTum :fftx cum ^iwauif cum Slet; toiliistfima filwaaf 
StnUie tiufittbimvaf att Cerram Cerra reHimtut. 

The mark of Adam de Walsoken on the miscellaneous 
plate, is from this monument. On the margin of this brass 
is the following inscription, which is not correctly given in 
Mackerell's history. 

mic isxtt IXHsaa ht WUAtioknt qnonttsan fiurgent; 
Hmn qui ofiiit qninto Hit mmtiiti iunii aimo lii^ni 
mHIttfimo trictntttfimo Quaivragtisimo nono iKIar^ 
garm uxor tjutt in tltnt nataQuontm aniim per Qti 
miisericotlliam in pact rcQuictfcant amtn^ 

Among other objects of interest, the choir is still graced 
with a fine 
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Mttm SaaU or lUctum* 

From the expanded mogs of this, which was ihe symhol 
of one of the evangelists^ the gospels were formerly read. 
There were two others, bat these were melted down , to add to 
the metal, when the bells were re-cast The one left probably 
belonged to the choir, one of those that are gone, to the Tri- 
nity Chapel, and the other to that known as Thoresby's. 

On the north side of the choir, from which it is separated 
by open carved traceiy, is the 

CTDapel of tDe jilolfi ^rinits ; 

but its altar is gone, its monuments defaced, its brasses stolen. 
This chapel is now much reduced in size, by the shortening of the 
aisles complained of at page 23, and the removal of thataisle 
added by Walter Coney, a burgess of this town, who lived in 
tho 15th century, and whose arms Sable three Conies sejent, 
argent, appeared over the entrance to it, from the north aisle. 
On each side of the arms, in black letters^ was the following 
inscription. 

Insignia Gualteri Canet/f Guilde Mercatarie Sancte 

Burgensis et Aldermanni Ttinitatis hujus Burgi. 

Three years after the completion of this ctiapel, which with 
the high roof, and the roof of the cross aisle, were erected by 
Walter Coney in 1476, the mortal remains of that worthy 
burgess were here entombed, and over his grave was laid, 
^^ a faire brasse to his memorie," and worthy of remembrance 
was he, whose pious zeal raised such a structure. Three cen- 
turies did that graven record, cover his remains, and for 
centuries to come, would it have perpetuated his name, if 
sacrilege had not anticipated the canker-worm of time. The 
stone bereft of its brass, now Ues under the floor of the 
present library, in the south aisle of the choir. 

The annexed engraving will convey a better idea of this 
monument, than any description. The figure is habited in the 

G 
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costume of a burgess or merchant, which consists of a long 
close coat or gown> with a standing caps; over his right 
shoulder is a hood with a scarf hanging down in front ; to 
his belt is affixed a rosary, and agipciere, or purse ; his head 
is bare, and his hair cropped short. 

The figure, canopy, inscriptions, &c. of this monument 
were of brass, inlayed upon a stone, ten feet in length, by 
four feet five inches in breath ; it was enriched with four 
shields, each bearing the mark of Walter Coney, and several 
scrolls inscribed IaU0 frittitSti^ The whole was surrounded 
with the following inscription. — 

" Hicjacet Wallet ius Coney ^ MercatoTy hujus ville Levne 
quator Maior et Aldertnannus Gilde Mercaiorie Sonde Tri- 
nitatis intra VUlam predictam conlinuo per quator decim 
Annos et amplius. Qui obiit penuitimo die mensis Septembris. 
Anno Uni mcccclxxix'' Cujus Anime Propicietur Deus. 
Amen. 

Over his head is a label, on which is engraven the follow- 
ing sentence, '* Sancta Trinitas, unus Deus, miserere mei 
Peccataris,^ which he is supposed to utter ; many a pious 
amen has this prayer received, in times when the tombs of 
good men were held sacred. How beautifully does this con- 
trast with the vulgar rhymes that so often disgrace the modem 
church-yard tributes to the dead.^ 

* Take for instance an epitaph formerly in St Mar^^aret's church-yard, to the 
memory of one WiU Scrivener, who filled the important office of cook to the 
coiporation. 

Alas ! Alas ! Will Scrivenor^s dead, who hy his Art 
Cou'd make Death's Skeleton edihle in each part. 
Mourn, squeamish Stomachs, and ye curious Palates, 
You've lost your dainty Dishes and jour Salades ; 
Mourn for yourselves, hut not for him i'th least, 
He's gone to taste of a more Heav'nly feast. 
This miserable style of witticism was very prevalent on monuments of the 
17th century ; the ISth produced the senseless rhymes that even to this day are 
firequently chiselled on village grave-stones, and which usually run in the fol- 
lowing sublime strain : — 

With sickness sore, full long I bore, &c. 
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In the middle of this chapel, and near to Coney*8 was a 
monnmental brass in memory of 

burgess and mayor of the corporation of Lynn. The effigy 
shows the costume of a mayor, of the time of Richard II. 
or very late in the time of Edward III. the hah: and mous- 
taches are characteristic of that period, as are also the long 
pointed shoes, and embroidered mittens. (See miscellaneous 
plate.) This plate was incribed as follows : — 

Hie jacet liobertus Attelatha 'qdam Burgensis Lenne ; 
qui ohiii Anno Uni mccclxxyi. xii^ die mensis Novembris. 
Orate pro Eo. Hie jacet Johanne qdam Uxor Roberti 
Attelatha; que obiit Anno Uni mccc. Anime eorum per 
misericordiam Dei requiescant in pace. Amen. The date of 
his wife's death does not appear to have been filled up. 
Robert Attelathe was mayor in 1374. 

Many other inscriptions, but of less interest were found in 
this chapeU in MackerelFs time, and have been recorded by 
him in his History of Lynn. 

The outline of this, formerly, spacious chapel may still be 
traced on the external wall of the north transept. 

On the south side of the choir, and separated from it by 
richly carved screens, still existing, were chapels in which 
were the altars of St. John and St Stephen, both chapels 
were rich in monuments. In that of St. Stephen was a fine 
stone that had been enriched with a brass effigy, escutcheons, 
and an inscription ; supposed to have covered the remains of 
one of the Thoresby's, but which of them is not known. 

In this church, was also a chantry chapel dedicated to St. 
Michael, but its situation is not known.* 

The aisles of this church appear to have been crowded 
with sepulchral inscriptions when Mackerell wrote his accounts 

•Red Book, Town Clerk's-office 
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in selecting such of them as have claims to notice on the 
pages of The Antiquities of Lynn, we must record only such 
as bear date prior to the Reformation. 

On a brass plate in the choir was the follomng : — 

Hie jacet Damina Margareta Vernon^ que ohiit in teslo 
Sancte ScholasHce Virginis, A^ Uni mccccxi. Cujus Anime 
prapicietur Deus. Armorial bearings destroyed. 

In St. Stephen's chapel was a stone, inlayed with a brass 
effigy, and the following inscription : — 

William Tresbe^ Burgess and Alderman of this Town, 
which deceased the l^th. day of January , in the Year of our 
Lard God mcccccxi, and the iif Year of King Henry the 

VIII. 

On a stone with an escutcheon at each corner* on which was 
a merchant's mark, and the effigies of a man, his wife, and 
child, was the following inscription : — 

Preparate thei Man for to deye, otherwysse that the not 
avaylythe Exampul present here see thou maye of Thomas 
Trounche and Margarethe his Wyff, now deth hathe them 
assay led with there Daughter Johanne of on days lyve with 
em, passed this mortal World on oon day of the Year of our 
Lorduy^'iaaY. 

On a brass plate, enriched with several effigies, 
and on each comer an escutcheon with a mer- 
chant's mark,^ was the following : — 

Orate pro Animabus Johannis Trounche, 
Trogeri, Margarets, Margarete, IsabeUe et 
Johanne, Uxorum suarum ; qui quidem Johannes ohiit xxvii 
die Januarii, Anno Domini mcccclxxxxvi Quorum Anima- 
bus propicietur Deus. Amen. 

* Merchants' marks, were much in use in the 14th and 15th oenturies. £ng^ 
lish traders were accustomed to place them over their shop fronts, as signs, and 
to stamp their bales of goods wiu Uiem. Merchants not entitled to bear arms, 
used them instead thereof, and instances occur of impaled shields, having on 
the dexter side, a merchant's mark, and on the simster side the arms of his 
wife's familjT. 
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Three other stones with effigies and inscriptions which are 
now entirely gone. 

Another stone with the effigies of two persons 
in attitudes of prayer, and a merchant's mark at 
each comer of it, bore the following inscription : 
Orate pro Animabus Simonis Scotland, qwm^ 
dam Majoris hujus Ville, et Johanne Consortia 
sti€ ; quibus Animabus propicietur Deus. 

Maior m 1445 et 1451. 
• Two stones with brass effigies and inscriptions. 
"fT/ A brass plate with an inscription. 
CWL. On a brass plate with a merchant's mark on 
rv each side was this inscription ; — 

iPaxmam 

Quondam ditatus, nunc est opibus spoUatus, 
Qui sublimatus major fuit hie reneratus. 
Hue destinatusjacet hie sub marmare stratus ; 
Quiq ; rosam gessit, pulvis sub marmare pressit. 
Corpus putrescit, animus eum paee quiescit ; 
Q^i bona cunctafacis, tabi sit . . . homo pads, 
Cum quoque eonsorte preventa primi morte, 
Domina Ceeilia, quam salvat virgo Maria, 
Qui bene vixerunt pariter mortem subierunt. 
Anno miUeno Domini c ter nonageno, 
Unus addatur numerus, bonus ut videatur. 
Mayor 1381 and 1388. 
There were also several stone coffins, on the lid of one 
was a cross flory : in all probability those spoken of by Mack- 
erell, as stones broad at the head and narrow at the feet, bore 
the same sacred emblem on the under side, as they are fre- 
quently found in churches, turned over and the flat side laid 
upwards, to cover new graves. 

A brass plate on the wall of the south aisle was thus 
inscribed : — 
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1^^ Orate pro animabus Edmundi Pepry/^ Bur- 

V N gensis et Piscenarii Lenn ae Johanne et Johanna 

Y jk<'i UxoruM ejm, et pro omnibus Benefactoribus 
01 ^us ; qui quidem Edmundus dedit ad/abricam 

istius Operis Lxxx Ubras, deinde obiit in Festo 
eo Edmundi Regis et Martyris, Anno Uni mcccclxxxiii. 

The following inscription is later than the period to which 
I had limited myself, but it is inserted here to show that the 
*^ Orate pro animabus^ was used late in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Orate pro animabus Willi AmJleSy Burges. istius ViUe^ et 
IsabeUe Uxoris ejus, qui obitt xxviii die Juliiy Anno Christi 
1502. 

In the north aisle was a stone with , three effigies, a man 
and his two wives^ and on each comer an escutcheon ; on the 
first and fourth, a pair of shears ; on the second and third, a 
pair of gloves ; and the following inscription : 

JoKis Bulney, Burgens. et Glover Burgi 

de Lenn. Johanne et Agnes, Uxorum suarum^ qui quidem 
JoKes obiit xxv Die Mensis Julii Anno Uni MiUSmo 
ccccLxxxxv. et Dna Agnet. obiit xxv. Die Mens. Januarii, 
Anno Domini mcccclxxxvii. 

Near the stone last described, was a stone on which were the 
effigies of a man and his wife, in the usual attitude of prayer, 
there had been four escutcheons, of which, two remained 
in MackereU's time; on one shield was a blank impaled with 
a fret ; on the other a fret only ; the following is the inscrip- 
tion: — 

Orate pro Animabus Galfridi Kintan, et Johanne, Uxoris 
ejus; que quidem Johanna obiit xiiii die Aprilis, Anno Do- 
mini MCCCCLXviii Quorum Animabus propicietur. 

* On a solitary grave-stone ou the south side of the ruins of Bawsey church, 
in this neighbourhood, are yet legible the names of several members of this 
family ; and in the registry of that parish, still kept at the neighbouring farm, 
are sereral entries of that name. 
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Sir Henry Spelman mentions two other early monuments 
in this church, of the family of the Sbarnburns. 

Thus ends the catalogue of early records of the dead — 
many an " Orate pro animahus^' have we seen, we reiterate 
^^Requiescant inpace. Amen" Now,reader,to change the sub- 
ject, let us endeavour to paint St. Margaret* s church as it was : 
and forgetting for a brief space that we live in the 19th century, 
fancy we live in by-gone days ; and though the vision should 
seem like the romance of history, truth only shall appear. — 
«»**The last rich sonorous tones of the Margaret bell have 
ceased to vibrate, the ejaculatory prayer at the Holy-rood has 
been offered,*and we enter the sacred edifice. Near the door a 
hallowed water stoupf invites the ready finger to make the 
sacred sign. There the baptismal font recalls to mind the 
solemn promise made by every christian. But who are these, 
that near the entrance, humbly prostrate, mix not with the 
general congregation ? They are penitents, shut out firom the 
pale of the church, till by acts of penance they have given 
proof of their repentance. The nave is thronged — the north 
aisle, Thoresby 's chapel, and the Trinity chapel, are crowded 
with the brethren of the merchant's gild ; the mayor richly 
robed, and aldermen with fiirred hoods, and rosaries, sur- 
rounded with the rich insignia of office, maces, sword, &c. 
occupy a foremost place. 

The mass begins, and our attention is drawn to the high 
altar, raised on many steps, with tapers burning round, and 
seen through the richly carved open screen at the entrance 
to the choir, ** where high aloft the crucifix is raised." j; 

* A Crow stood at the souUi entrance to St. Margaret's churcli. 

f A niche with a basin for holy water was at the entrance of ererf church. 

I The builders of our churches, and the church in its offices^ were erer care- 
ful to keep the cross in new : in infancy at the baptismal font her members 
receiYcd the sacred sign— frequently as a road-side object, did it awaken the 
pious meditation of the waT-Tarihg christian — at the entrance of the church it 
met his view, and between tne nave which represented the church militant, and 
the choir which typified the church triumphant. Again he beheld it, as the medium 
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It is high msBS and the bishop is present, six priests'*' 
assist in the solemn offices, and the stalls are filled with the 
Benedictine monks from the neighbouring priorj : — the mass 
proceeds — the Gloria in Excelsb is sung, and incense rises 
in vaporous clouds before the altar. The sacred melody 
ceases, and soon the tones of the Sanctus bellf prepare the 
congregation for the more solemn office about to be com- 
menced. Again that bell is heard, and a solemn stillness 
succeeds— -it sounds again, and that silence is broken by 
penitential groans. At this moment, when all are prostrate, in 
silent adoration, the host is elevated, and a thousand prayers 
unite in the service, for even the absent members of the flock, 
warned by the tolling of the Sanctus bell, fail not to join the 
sacred rite — soon the concluding prayer—-^' Placed tibi 
saneta TrinitM'' is heard, and the mass is done, and all re- 
tire ; the monks to their cloisters, the fraternities to their 
halls, and the rest to their homes. 

Reader, thb is no high wrought picture, it is but a sketch, 
to finish it we must think of pavements of painted tiles, spread 
like rich carpets. Painted windowsfiUed with saints, mar^rs, 
kings, armorial bearings, merchaat's marks, &c. 

anittr iDtnttofDis fi- fovouglbtf fi- tori ttnt full fbitk 
^j^infng loftj^ tfj^apen t^itlittif to t^tfam aboutf 
anfti) m&tkti of nutcbantsif s-tmDittUtt fietfotcn. 

walls and pillars, tinted with rays of coloured light from those 
painted windows — priestly vestments of richest hue, — brazen 
lectums — richly illuminated missals and service books. And 
then we shall form some idea of the departed glories of St. 
Margaret's church. 

through which he hoped to pass from earth to hearen ;— on the altar it reminded 
him of the Eueharistio sacrifice, and in the east window it hrouffht to his re- 
collection the scene of Calvary: — and last, it marked Ae decent pafi that covered 
the christian corse, and in the church-yard maiked his grave. 

* The brethren of the Trinity guild were bound to find six priests for the 
service of St Margaret's church. 

I* Tliis bell hung in an arch or turret on the roof of the church, one of which 
may yet be seen on the gable of South Lynn church. 
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In the south aisle of the choir, formerlj the chapel of St. 
Stephen, is 

Formerly the church library was in an apartment over the 
north porch, which being found damp and injurious to the 
books, a faculty was obtained in 1714 for the erection of a 
new library, in a vacant space at the south-west comer of 
the church : on the completion of which, several hundred 
pounds were raised by voluntary subscription for the purchase 
of books ; and a valuable addition was also made to the 
library, about that time, by the Rev. Thomas Thurlin, D. D. 
President of St. John's College, Cambridge, and Rector of 
Gaywood, in this county, who left by his will all his books at 
Cambridge and Gaywood, consisting of one hundred and 
seventy-nine folios, one hundred and seventy-eight octavos 
and duodecimos, and eighty-four quartos, in all four hundred 
and forty-one volumes, valued at one hundred and sixty 
pounds. 

It has since been increased by adding the books of a li- 
brary founded in St. Nicholas' Chapel in this town, by the 
mayor and corporation in 1617. 

In the preceding pages it has been shown, that this cathe- 
dral-like structure, shorn as it is of its former grandeur, yet 
exhibits in its details, works of various periods, and styles of 
architecture : — of the Norman style which prevailed to the end 
of the reign of Henry II. in 1 1 89, we have interesting exam- 
ples at the west end, especially in the south-west tower. Of 
the early English or pointed style, we have a display in the 
choir, and formerly had in the nave ; this style lasted to the 
end of the reign of Edward I. in 1307. Of the decorated 
style which reached the end of the reign of Edward the III. 
in 1377, or perhaps a few years longer, are the carved screens 
and stalls, in the chancel. Of the perpendicular style of the 

H 
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15th century, we have a fine specimen in the north-west 
tower, and the windows of the choir are of the same era. 
The screen at the entrance to the chancel, is in the debased 
Elizabethan style ; and the nave as now fitted up for service, 
with its ponderous galleries, and pews like sheep-pens, are of 
that later period, when ecclesiastical architecture had fallen to 
its lowest ebb. 

Happily tlie reign of bad taste is on the wane, and restora- 
tion is the order of the day ; we may now confidently hope 
that in a few years, the removal of modem excrescences, will 
bring to light many of the hidden beauties of our ancient 
churches ; that all new structures will be carefully modelled 
after those valuable examples ; and that in future, christian 
temples, like Soloman's Temple of old, will be found worthy, 
(if mortal efibrts can render them such) of that presence 
which is promised in the assemblies of the faithful. 

The present reduced dimensions of St. Margaret's Church 
are the following : — 

Length within the walls 240 feet. 
Width ... 64 do. 
But Mackerell who saw the church while it yet retained 
much of its original grandeur, gives the following measure- 
ments, the width probably was across the transepts. 

LengtR 240 feet. 

Width 118 do. 

Heighth of the south-west tower and spire 275 do. 

Ditto of Lanthorn over cross aisles - 132 do. 

On the site of the present market-house, at the north-west 
angle of St. Margaret's Church, formerly stood the 

(Ef^aptl of SbU S^oj^n^ antt CTj^arntL 

This building with its pointed gables, pinnacles and cen- 
tral lanthorn, as shown in an old view of Lynn from the west 
by H. Bell, must have formed an exceedingly picturesque 
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appendage to the church. The super-stnicture was a chapel 
dedicated to St. John, and the basement story was the charnel, 
a consecrated vault, in which were carefully and decently de- 
posited, the bones of the dead, disturbed in forming new 
graves, in the then extensive cemeteries of St. Margaret's 
Church. 

The chapel of St. John was probably for the use of the 
brethren of the fraternity of St. John, who had an hospital in 
this town. And this is likely to be the church spoken of at 
page 40, wherein Sir William Sautre, a priest of St. Marga- 
ret's Church, read his recantation before Bishop Spencer. 

The assembly or congregation books of the corporation of 
Lynn, furnish the following items relative to this chapel. 

1479. Purification of the Virgin Mary. On this day it 
is agreed that John Wells shall exercise the duties of the 
chaplain in the chamel, and have for his salary annually 
during his life £viii. ixs. upon condition of good behaviour. 

1484. 2nd. Richard III. The mayor and burgesses 
granted to Tho*. Gray Batchelor of Di\inity, the camarium 
or charnel-house, situated in the cemeterie of the church of 
St Margaret, in King's Lynn, with the lands, rents, &c. be- 
longing to the said charnel-house, on condition that he should 
there celebrate and offer up special prayers for the souls of 
Walter Cony, John Lock, and Margaret his wife, and others; 
and to say prayers and perform requiems and masses, &c. 
and provide torches and wax candles for the altar, &c. 

1494. A similar grant of the chamel is made to Mr. John 
Whiting, M. A. 

1503. Commissioners were appointed to examine into the 
state of the possessions and ornaments of the charnel. 

1509. A similar commission to the former, when the fol- 
lowing report was made. — " This day Sir Thomas Grant hath 
accounted for the three year's profits, and the reparations of 
the charnel. 
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1510. May 3rd. 2nd of Henry VIIL In the will of 
his real estates so dated, Thomas Thorisby, one of the alder- 
men of Lynn and a great benefactor to the town, are contained 
the following words. " Item — I will that when Sir Thomas 
Grant, now being chamel priest in Lynne, do leave the same 
service, and Sir Robert Burgh, priest, come into the same 
service, and the same Sir Robert do teach and learn two chil- 
dren freely at grammar and song sufficiently to maintain the 
choir in St. Margaret's Church, in Lynne, in divine service, 
then I will immediately that the same Sir Robert Burgh shall 
enter into the said service, that my lands lying in Gaywode 
besides Goldsmith's garden late Wynter's, which I bought of 
the executors of one Ade, shall remain in Feoffees hands to the 
use of the said Sir Robert and his successors after that, being 
priests of the said Chamel, upon condition tliat he or they 
that, after that, shall be chosen into the said service, be an 
honest and learned priest in song and grammar ; and that he 
or they do daily teach six children in grammar and song, 
sufficiently to maintain the said service in the said church as 
aforesaid, and so to endure for ever. And for default of any 
of the said priests made in teaching of the said six children 
freely as is above written, contrary to this my last will, then 
I will that my right heir or heirs at that time being, shall 
enter into the said lands to have to them and their heirs ; this 
gift notwithstanding. Item — I will that the said charnel 
priest, and also the said two priests that shall sing continu- 
ally for my soul, shall have their convenient chambers, in the 
college newly by me builded in Lynn, to be assigned unto 
them by the master of the said college for the time being^ 
and that they be continually in Comys in the said college, 
and also to be ordered by the orders of the said college for 
the time being. 

1611. 3rd of Henry VIIL Vigil of our Saviour. Master 



ANTIQUITIES OF LYNN. 61 

Thomas Rix appointed chaplain, on condition that he should 
resign if he received any other appointment. 

1613. July 12. 6th Henry VIII. Mention made of 
a box containing evidence concerning the charnel livelihood 
which Mr. White redeemed from Sir Tho*. Grant. 

Nov. 18. Thomas Pokering appointed chaplain. 

1630. Sep. 29. Thomas Person, priest, late friar, was 
chosen charnel-priest, he to have for his salary £yiii. iv*. 
and licence to preach iiii times every quarter, and freely 
to teach six children. 

1534. 25. Henry VIII. William Leyton chosen charnel 
priest. 

1536. 27. Henry VIII. The advowsons of churches, 
chapels, chauntries, &c., were surrendered to the King. 

1639. 30^ of Henry VIII. Sir Rich^ HaU was ap- 
pointed keeper of the charnel, conditions as formerly. 

By indenture, bearing date, 1 October. 36 Henry VIH. 
between Thomas Thorisby of the one part and the mayor and 
burgesses of King's Lynn, of the other part, reciting that 
Thomas the father of the above named Thomas Thorisby, by 
his will devised to the mayor and burgesses, and their suc- 
cessors, four pieces of pasture in Gey wood ; upon condition 
that they should appoint a priest to be master of the charnel 
in Eang's Lynn, being bom within the counties of Norfolk or 
Suffolk and of or above the degree of Master of Arts, who 
should instruct six poor children in grammar and song, with- 
out any other reward ; which children should daily on their 
knees, before the tomb therein mentioned, pray for the souk 
of the donor and other persons, and repeat certain psalms : 
and reciting that Thomas Thorisby, the son, had entered for 
conditions broken ; he nevertheless covenanted to convey the 
said premises to the said mayor and burgesses, on condition 
of the fulfilment of the provisions of the will. 
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The bequest of Thomas Thorisby being for a purpose, con- 
sidered at the time of the reformation as superstitious, the 
property became vested in the crown : from that period the 
corporation kept up a grammar school, at their own expence, 
in the chamel house, where it continued till 1779, when an 
order was made for building new shambles in the Saturday 
market-place, with school-rooms over them, upon the ground 
where the old grammar school then stood ; and that the said 
grammar school should be taken down, at the expence of the 
corporation. 

In BelFs views of Lynn, the great west window of this 
chapel is distinctly shown, and M ackerell speaks of the east 
window as a very good piece of architecture, in which, remains 
of stained glass were to be seen in his time.^ 

In an old account of the corporation is the following entiy. 
''Item — for new glass set up at the chamel and prison 
house III*. xV* 

In 1506. The church of St. Margaret being suspended, 
the christenings were performed in the chamel of St. John's 
Chapel. 

The annexed engraving is from a drawing by the Rev. E. 
Edwards, and is probably the only memorial of the chapel, 
now in existence. Bell's general view of Xynn, shows the 
upper part of the building from the west, the east end has 
been described by Mackerell, as here represented, and the 
remainder has been added from memory, by the Rev. gentle- 
man whose kindness has enabled me to lay before the reader, 
a view, that but for his sketch, might have been lost to pos- 
terity. This view also shows the curiously constructed arch 
that supports the north-west tower. — (See page 22.) 

*The charnel of Norwich Cathedral similarly situated, is still standing ; the 
saper-stmcture there, as at Lynn, was a chapel dedicated to St. John, and is 
now used as a grammar school. 
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Saint Kfcj^olaiat^ (Eta^th 

HIS beaatiful structure, which stands towards 
the north end of the town, has the highest pos- 
sible claims to the notice of every admirer of 
church architecture, its claims however are of a 
very different nature to those of St. Margaret's 
Church : that venerable edifice interests us by its magnitude 
and the variety and beauty of its parts ; St. Nicholas* Chapel 
delights us, as an elegant and almost uniform specimen, of a 
later and more enriched period. 

The dedication is to St. Nicholas, who was the patron saint 
of fishermen and sailors, and whose name is still retained in 
the calendar of our church on the 6th of December. 

The earliest mention that I have found of this chapel is in 
a deed of Bishop Grey, who appropriated it with St Marga- 
ret's Chmx^h, &c., to the priory of Norwich in the early part 
of the 13th century : and the only portion of the building so 
appropriated, now in existence, is the lower part of the tower 
at the south-west angle, which is a work of that period, and 
known as the early english style. The present structure 
probably owes its origin to some failure in the earlier build- 
ing, as the small remaining portion of it, is considerably out 
of the perpendicular. 

Bloomfield states that in the mayoralty of Jeffery Talb, 
1374,^ the pope's bull was granted to build this chapel, but 
as it is clear that a chapel existed before that date, it was 
probably to re-build it ; the date of this bull, however, agrees 
very well with the opinion we might form of its age, judging 
from the style of architecture, for supposing the work to have 
commenced a few years after that period, or to have pro- 
ceeded slowly, that would carry it on to the 1 6th century, a 
date to which the style clearly points. 

*Talb or Talboth was mayor in 1371 not 1374. 
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We will commence our survey of the exterior, with an at- 
tempt to describe that beautiful portion of it, which will ever 
be the first to claim the attention of visitors, and the admira- 
tion of all who have a taste for the architecture of the middle 
ages. 

Nothing can exceed the beauty of the design, or the ex- 
cellency of the workmanship bestowed on this important 
appendage to the chapel : the eye accustomed to such works, 
will readily trace in its elaborate details, a striking similarity 
with the beautiful screens erected in our cathedrals towards 
the close of the fifteenth century, to which period, or perhaps 
a little earlier, its erection may safely be assigned. The de- 
sign is in two divisions; in the lower one is the finely 
proportioned arch of entrance, the mouldings of which, are 
rich and deeply receding ; in the spandrils of the arch are two 
shields, on one of which is the well known emblem of the 
Trinity, the other bears a cross flory with the reed and spear 
in saltier. On each side of the arch is a buttress, in the 
upper portion of which, is a canopied niche with a pedestal 
for a figure. Over the arch are ten niches with pedestals, 
each of which probably supported a figure. 

The upper division has three larger niches for statues : all 
the intermediate parts are so covered with minute work, that 
to attempt a description would only perplex the reader. 

On the east and west sides of the porch, are windows, two 
of which give light to the entrance, and two to an apartment 
over it. The groining of the porch is highly interesting, the 
ribs springing from bold, well-carved corbel heads, diverge 
into a variety of elegant forms, having numerous carved 
bosses at the points of intersection. On the centre boss is a 
figure crowned, bearing in his left hand an orb, and with the 
right hand giving the blessing, the whole figure surrounded 
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with a glory^ represents the Deity ; on the other bosses are 
angels' heads crowned, and among them, on the right, may 
readily be distinguished, one, representing the virgin mother ; 
at the extremities, near the walls, are demons. The centre 
group appears to be a representation of heaven, and the bea- 
tific attitude of the Deity, tells plainly of the blessing promised 
to those, who seek to enter there. 

It is highly gratifying to see the care that is taken of this 
porch, the costly work bestowed on its erection proves, that 
our forefathers did not design that it should be considered as 
a mere lobby for loungers, or a receptacle for mats and 
scrapers ; no, it was here that the candidate for baptism (if 
old enough) as a catechumen was first taught the nature of 
a christian's vows, before he was permitted to approach the 
font : here, all that part of the marriage rite, that simply re- 
lated to the contract, was performed, the psalms and prayers 
forming the religious part of it, being reserved for the altar 
service. In fact it appears to have been designed, for all such 
offices in connection with the church, as strictly speaking, did 
not come under the term worship : — as the execution of deeds, 
trials of causes, &c. 

A door-way on the west-side, leads to the upper apartment, 
which was called the Parvise, because a parochial-school was 
usnaUj held there. I have not met with this appendage in 
early English porches, but in those of later date they are not 
uncommon ;* a fine example may be seen in the south porch 
of Walpole St Peter*s Church, in this county : there is also 
one at Fakenham. 

It is worthy of remark, that the entrance to the stair-case 
which leads to the school-room, is in this instance, firom the 
porch ; in others that I have seen, the door is placed within 

* I am awaie that there is one over the early English porch of Great Mas- 
«in y^am Church in this county, but this is endcnitly an addition to it, the walls 
hmng been rsised at a later period to form it 

I 
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the churchi a little westward of the south door : at Great 
Massingham Church, in this county, the original door, which 
is nowplastered up was so situated ; and theporch of that church 
furnishes also an instance of the early application of the apart- 
ment of which we are speaking, to the use of a school-room ; as 
the founder of the free-school there, in his will, bearing date 
1676, speaks of making a neiv door-way to the staircase 
leading to the old school-room : it may be fairly inferred, 
that a school-room that was old at the period quoted, would 
probably bear date, prior to the reformation. 

The south side of the chapel, next claims our attention : 
the windows, especially the lower ones, of the side aisle, are 
extremely elegant : by a reference to the plate of details, it 
will be seen that these are formed with depressed arches, 
but that the beautiful form of the earlier pointed arch, is re- 
tained by the architect, in the elegant and novel tracery with 
which it is filled. 

It has been remarked, that the churches of whole districts, 
firequently exhibit a prevailing uniformity of stjle, which may 
be accounted for, by the probability of the same work-men 
being employed on them : there is a striking similarity be- 
tween St. Nicholas' Chapel, and the beautiful church at Ter- 
rington, in this vicinity ; indeed the resemblance is so great, 
that, having studied both buildings, I am strongly impressed 
with the idea, that they are emanations of one mind. 

There are nine windows in the south aisle ; between the 
fourth and fifth, is a small door, the absence of a window in 
the space over this door, was perhaps an arrangement ren- 
dered necessary by the original internal plan, and may point 
out the situation of the screen, that divided the choir from 
the nave. The clerestory has eleven windows. 

The north side, difiering firom the south, only in the absence 
of the porch, vrill not need particular description : we proceed 
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therefore to the west end^ the leading feature of which is its 
magnificent window. Here T would particularly direct the at- 
tention of visitors, to the ingenious contrivance of the architect, 
in the elegantway in which he has broken the bottom line of the 
window, so as to obtain room for a door-way, sufficiently 
large for the principal entrance : it is really delightful to 
follow out the working of such a mind as that of the designer 
of this structure, to see the way in which it turns to account 
cases of necessity, and forms them into beauties that have 
every appearance of being the result of choice : the window 
and door-way are in fact so connected in design, that they 
cannot be separated without injury to both. 

The arch of the door-way is divided by a central column, 
into two of smaller dimensions ; over this column is a small 
niche, in which is a figure of the patron saint : the outer arch 
of the door-way, springs from extremely bold corbel heads. 
Fortunately, the richly carved door, is in good preservation, 
being almost perfect, as is also the south door within the 
porch. 

On each side of the lower part of the great window, are 
angeb, one holds a scroll, the other an open book : the but- 
tresses on each side of the door are also enriched with 
canopied niches. 

The bell-tower, at the south-west angle of the building, 
has in the lower part, two beautiful windows in the early 
English style; they are unfortunately masoned up, the open- 
ing of them, and the substitution of glass, would add very 
much to the picturesque effect of the south-west view of 
the chapel ; there is also a lancet window, partly hid by a 
tomb in the accompanying view, which is nearly masoned up, 
this also should be opened. 

The repairs of such a building as St. Nicholas' Chapel, 
should never be entrusted to a mere stone-mason ; a first rate 
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arcliitect should be consulted, and let him only approach it 
with yeneration : none but a master-hand should dare to 
touch it, the Tery stones of the building would cry shame on 
him, that sacrilegiously ventured to take from, or add to, so 
sublime a work. The exterior requires but little to be done 
to it, if we except the upper part of the tower, which has 
been sadly mutilated, in the repairs done after the fallmg of 
the spire in 1741. 

At the east end, we have a splendid window, resembling 
in its general character that at the west, but sUghtly varied 
in the forms of its elegant tracery. 

Let the reader glance once more at the exterior view, and 
the plate of details, and we will then pass on to 

€bt Snterfon 

It frequently happens, that an object with which we are 
familiar, through a long residence in its vicinity, ceases for 
want of novelty, to excite our admii^tion ; while a stranger 
viewing it for the first time, is fully alive to its charms.-— 
Never shall I forget the delight which I experienced, on my 
first view of the interior of Saint Nicholas* Chapel ; it was on 
the morning of a bright autumnal day, when the building 
was illuminated by a rich flood of radiant light, from the sun 
in the south-east; the west door was open, and viewed 
through it, the picture was most imposing ; the brilliant lights 
on the north side, contrasted with the deep shadows of the 
south ; the fore-ground objects seen in bold relief, the length- 
ened perspective terminating with the capacious east window, 
rich in all the florid ornament of the fifteenth century ; yes, 
veiled as its beauties are, and hid from view by the modem 
deformity of galleries, that cut the beautiful windows of the 
side aisles in half, a stage that hides the altar firom view, a 
heavy mis-placed pulpit, and clumsy pews, it still is a mag- 
nificent object : and if notwithstanding all these obstructions. 
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it still is beautiful, what then would be the effect of such an 
edifice, correctlj restored ? If instead of seeing, as we now 
do the tops of the side aisle windows, above the galleries, 
and the bottoms below them, the whole range met the eje ; 
if light carved seats and stalls, were substituted for heavy 
pews; the pulpit and every other obstructing object, removed^ 
so as to give at one glance, a clear view of the interior, it 
would then be a structure, of which not only the county, but 
the nation might be proud. 

which stands near to the west entrance, of the chapel^ 
was granted and consecrated by Samuel Harsnell, D. D. 
and Bishop of Norwich, in the year 1627. This of 
course, like all the work done to our churches about that pe- 
nod, is fiir from correct in ite design : bnt fortanately there 
is yet preserved in the chapel, the basin of the original font, 
this of course should be restored, it was probably attached to 
one of the pillars at the west end of the north aisle. The 
present font would be a valuable acquisition to St. Margaret's 
Church, in place of the mean-looking basin that now dis- 
graces that edifice. 

St. Nicholas' Chapel, being only a chapel of ease to St 
Margaret's Church, did not originally possess a baptismal 
font, nor the right of celebrating marriage ; an attempt was 
made a few years after its consecration, to render it parochial, 
but Bishop John de Oxford, successor to the founder, solemnly 
decreed that it should be a chapel only, and absolutely de- 
pendant on the church of St Margaret : notwithstanding this 
decision, the officiating chaplains procured a licence firom the 
Pope Urban VI. whose bull authorising the performance of 
baptism in this chapel, was received with great veneration in 
1379, at which period the old font may have been erected ; 
however this bull was soon recalled, at the instance of the 
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prior and convent of Norwich, when the font appears to have 
been removed. There was no font standing in 1609, at which 
period another attempt was made to render it parochial, as 
one of the reasons given by the consistory court against the 
claim, was, that there was no font in the chapel. 

In 1627, Bishop Harsnell granted and consecrated the 
present font. 

A small brass plate on a grave-stone at the east end of the 
north aisle, records the name of the first recipient of the baptis- 
mal rite, in the newly erected font. A few brief days was the 
span of its earthly career, it lived to be received into Christ's 
church militant, and fled to join his church triumphant 
Here resteth Anne davghter to Joseph^ 
and Isabell Raylie, she was the first 
God guve vnto her parents and 
The first Baptized in the Fvnt, 
of this Chappell and died 
the tenth of March 1627 
Aged 24 Dayes. 
The ground plan of the chapel, gives three aisles, the 
centre one being separated from those at the sides, by two 
rows of light and elegant columns ; of which there are nine on 
the south side, and ten on the north, the difference in number 
being caused, by the south-west tower occupying the space 
of one arch of the soutli aisle. At the east end of the north 
aisle, is an apartment which was probably the vestry, the en- 
trance formerly, was through a singularly formed door-way, 
now masoned up, on the north side of the altar. There is a 
similar apartment at tlie east end of the south aisle, which is 
now used as the vestry, but may have been originally a 
chapel. 

If there be any remains of the ancient altar, they are now 
hid by one of those modern deformities^ of pannels and pilas- 



w 



I 



^M^wv^*^-** •» r^ 



•• . i- 



ANTIQUITIES OF LYNN, 71 

ters^ for the display of the decalogue, which have been so 
unsparinglj introdaced into our churches, since the days of 
Sir Christopher Wren. 

On the south side of the altar, are mutilated remains of 

which were the seats of the priest and his attendant minis- 
ters, the deacon and sub-deacons, used by them, while the 
choristers chanted certain i)arts of the service. All that re- 
mains, are three projecting canopies, highly enriched, and 
surmounted with the Tudor flower ornament, over each 
canopy are two beautifully carved angels, with expanded 
wings. From these remains, we may judge how splendid 
the whole must have been. To what a state of degradation 
must art have fidlen, when the destruction of so beautiful a 
specimen of sculpture, as these seats exhibited, could be 
tolerated. 

At the east end of the chapel, are stalls most elaborately 
carved, much of the carving is ancient, and all that is ancient 
is in the first style of the ait, but consideiuble additions have 
been made, apparently about the time of Queen Elizabeth's 
reign, the additions of that period, may be easily distinguished 
firom the original work, by the coarse rude style of their exe- 
cution. 

A careful examination of the details of the original carving, 
will well repay the trouble ; to give the reader some idea of 
the care that has been bestowed upon it, I need only add, 
that in one small spandril which a child's hand would cover, I 
observed a perfect figure of a man, and fom* birds in various 
attitudes: and while admiring this, my attention was directed 
to others, less than half that size, so delicately finished, that 
even the feathers of the birds are depicted : when we look at these 
minute works, and then think of the vast interior of the chapel, 
covered throughout with such elaborate productions, we can- 
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not but regret the cold apathy of a succeeding age, that would 
not even preserve the works, thus carefuUj bestowed, on the 
house of prayer, by their zealous ancestors. 

The details of the carving consist of arches, richly filled 
with tracery ; in the spandrils are grotesque heads, foliage, 
stags, dragons, lizards, birds, &c., but most unmercifully 
daubed up with dark paint, that hides much of their beauty. 

or moveable seats, the use of which has been described at 
page 37, have been removed from their original situation, 
and used as ornamental pannels, mixed with more modem 
carving, to form a sort of screen at the back of the stalls — 
they form the subjects of the annexed engraving. 

Fig. 1. Is a priest at an altar, in the attitude of prayer; 
the remarkable figures on either side, appear to represent ini- 
tial letters, and with those on the other pannels, may fiunish 
matter for antiquarian conjecture. 

Fig. 2. A group composed of beasts of the chace, one of 
the initial letters on this pannel, is combined with a hunts- 
man's horn, and foliage : the other appears to be crossed with 
a merchant's mark. 

Fig. 3. A dragon, gorged and chained, one of the ini- 
tials, blended with a merchant's mark, the other united with 
a tun, a flower, and leaves, is perhaps, a rebus on the name of 
some contributor to the building. 

Fig. 4. A lion couchant regardant, a rose on either side, 
barbed and seeded proper. 

Fig. 5. Is perhaps, the most interesting of the series, 
here the carver has chosen to depict himself at work, on his 
bench are portions of carved work, apparently parts of a screen, 
two other work-men are engaged at a bench behind him, and 
one before him; at his feet is a dog. The figure shows the 
costume of an artizan of the fifteenth century. 
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The initial letters here are combined with a saw^ and a 
gouge, implements used by such an artist. 

Fio. 6. An eagle, with a hare in its talons, on either 
side a boldly carved leaf. The whole are very spirited pro- 
ductions, but are much injured in effect by the thick coat of 
dark paint with which they are covered. 

Cj^e Eecturnt 

or brass eagle, shown in the annexed etching, is a remarkably 
fine specimen of that elegant appendage to ancient churches ; 
it was formerly used as a reading-desk, a purpose to which 
we may hope to see it again applied, should the interior of 
this noble fabric undergo the restoration it so loudly calls 
for, and so justly deserves. 

The best modem use to which Lectums might be applied^ 
would be for the reading of the Litany, which sublime portion 
of the service of our church, breathing as it does, the devo- 
tion of primitive times, was never intended to be read from 
the reading-desk, as we now hear it, but was to be said in 
the midst of the church, the priest as intercessor, stand- 
ing between the people and the altar, in allusion, as Sparrow 
saith, in his Rationale upon the Common Prayers, to the Pro- 
phet Joel, ch. 2, V. 17. "Let the priests, the ministers of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say. 
Spare thy people, Lord, 8(c. 

Another pleasing feature in St. Nicholas' Chapel is, the 
retention of its 

^nrintt iSloof 

of open carved work, which is in harmony with the desig^ 
of the rest of the building, the beams are supported by 
angels, not those chubby round faced nondescripts with 
golden wings, called cherubs, which have been so lavishly 
stuck about our churches and church-yards during the last 
centuiy, but full length figures, with expanded wings, hover- 

K 
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ing over the congregation, apparentij to remind them, of 
those ministering spirits, that ever attend the assemblies 
of the faithful, ready to ^aft the sigh of the penitent, to the 
foot-stool of mercy. 

Before closing our description of the interior, it should be 
noticed, that over the south door, is a small window, now 
masoned up, but formerly open to the little room over the 
porch : through that aperture in days gone by, the Sacris- 
tan, an attendant of the church, kept midnight watchings of 
the sacred edifice. 

This chapel, like St. Margaret's churchy is entirely new 
glazed, not a vestage spared 

'* Of its glass of thousand colourings, 
^ Through which the deqMmed glories once could enter, 
" Streaming from off the sun like seraph's wings ;" 

nor have its monuments fared better : all the ancient ones, and 
it had many, are gone ; — surely the ruthless innovators might 
have spared that of 

the pious mayor of Lynn, who lived in the days of Edward 
ni. and was chief magistrate in the twenty-sixth and twenty- 
seventh years of that king's reign : of him the following 
entry in the red book at the town clerk's office says : 

"AnnoDom. 1362,28th of Edward III— William de 
Bittering chosen mayor on Michaelmas day, but desiring to 
be discharged, he having served two years before, and design- 
ing to apply the rest of his life to his soul's health, and 
dedicate himself to God, did purpose that year to go a pil- 
grimage to St. James' in Galilie. They on the Wednesday 
after agreed to discharge him, and chose John Couleshall 
mayor, and allowed him twenty pounds for his mayoralty." 

On his decease he was buried here, under a sumptuous 
monumental stone, upwards of ten feet in length, and six in 
breadth, which also covered the remains of his wife — ^the 
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stone was enriched with brasses, on which were engraven 
the full length effigies of them both, surrounded with figures 
of saints and apostles, and many other decorations ; among 

which stood conspicuous the shields bearing his 
mark: but these had all disappeared a cen- 
tury ago, and the stone has since been removed, 
to make way for that of some new tenant of 
the tomb. 
Under the effigies was the following : 

Moribus omattis, Wilielmtis Civis Amattis, 

De Biltering natus^ jacet hie sub Marmore stratus. 

Lege Dei plana, cujus Conjux Juliana 

Hesit ei Vita, nunc linquit Morte sopita. 

Que separat Funus . : . . iUe Tribunus 

Hiis se det Munus, unit quos Tumulus unvs. 

In the middle of the choir was the monumental brass of 

^tmm SHaterKefitit 

who was twice mayor of the corporation of Lynn, 
in 1397 and 1404. The design of this monu- 
ment, was very different from most of that 
period, the stone was inlayed with the figure 
of a tree, under which were two hearts, and 
around the stem a scroll inscribed as follows : 

Wii beta tfunt (SrauKia, iibi nostra fixa tfunt GorKa. 
<!^rate pro ^nima^utf ^ome SHaterKean tt ^Mtit 
Q^mntxtm am ^orum ^nfma^utf propiciet^ i9mtf« 

Many of the ancient monuments in churches were des- 
troyed immediately after the Reforziation, but in the reign of 
Edward VI. the havoc among tombs, was carried on to a 
degree scarcely creditable ; in the churchwarden's accounts 

of that period, we continually find entries of sums of money 
k2 
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paid for their destruction^ and other sams received for the 
sale of the materials. — In 1545 Sir Martin Bowes^ mayor of 
London, sold from the Grey Friars' church, in that city, ten 
high tombs, and one hundred and forty grave stones with 
brasses, for £50., many of the tombs in that church were 
equal to the admired monuments of royalty at Westminster : 
and this is only a specimen of what was going on at the 
same time in all the metropolitan churches, and indeed 
throughout the country. When we think of the zeal with 
which this work of destruction was pursued, it is almost sur- 
prising that so much has escaped. In the second year of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, a proclamation was issued, prohi- 
biting the destruction of monuments and the plundering of 
brasses, which may have been the means of saving some of 
them ; the necessity for such an order must at that time have 
become very apparent, as the churches, without a doubt, then 
appeared ruinous and desolate. 

In that reign also, we begin to trace a desire to do some- 
thing towards restoring these sacred temples, but look at the 
works then done, 

** Oh ! what a fallmg off was there," 

how unlike the earlier works, designed by men who spent 
their lives in cloisters, — a new order of things was introduced, 
architecture became debased, and costumes though loaded with 
ornament, grotesque : — then came the stiff and formal painted 
monuments, fantastic and gorgeous, with demi-statues peep- 
ing out of circular arched pigeon-holes, or whole length 
figures kneeling in ranks, the tallest being invariably placed 
first, and the rest in succession according to their height, 
clad in costumes as &r receding from the standard of 
correct taste, when compared with the earlier dresses of 
the 14th. and 15th. centuries, as the barbarous Elizabe- 
than architecture then introduced, was to the elegant early 
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English works, with which we often see it contrasted in 
our churches. 

The monuments of the time of James I. are considerably 
varied in their architectural features, from those of the pre- 
ceding reign; the great rage for erecting costly memorials 
to the dead at that period, tended much to the re-fomishing 
of churches : though formal in design, they are picturesque, 
and being generally painted and richly gilt, serve to remind 
us of the emblazoned decorations of earlier times. Over 
the altar piece are two monuments in the characteristic style 
of this period, that on the north side, shown in the annexed 
engraving, is to the memory of 

Wbomta SbnelUng^ 

It consists of an entablature supported by two Corinthian 
columns: between which are two figures kneeling at an altar, 
and beneath them in another compartment, are four children, 
three of them kneeling, and one, an infant, reposing on a bed 
or couch. — ^The monument is enriched with two shields, on 
one of which are emblazoned the arms of the city of Lon- 
don : the other bears the family arms : Ermine on a chief 
gules three fleurs-de-lis or ; at the base of the monument is a 
tablet thus inscribed : 

Here lieih Thomas SneUing, son of John SneUinff, twice 
mayor of Thetford, who married with Margaret^ daughter of 
the near lying Matt. Clarke twice mayor of Lynn ; by which 
Margaret he had three sons and a daughter* He tvas some 
time a worthy merchant and citizen of London, who ajter^ - 
wards removed to this place where he was chosen alderman, 
and in his course the mayor of the town : he died in the year 
of his mayoralty, being the 39/A. year of his age, April 21, 
AnnoDom. 1623. 

Then follows a quaint epitaph, describing according to the 
fashion of the time, his many good qualities, in several lines 
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of very bad poetry; — if this record be true, he was a just 
magistrate, a patron of the good, and the terror of the bad, 
bountiful to his friends, and charitable to the poor. — A simple 
record would have been a more worthy tribute to his memory, 
than the senseless rhymes that disfigure his tomb ; but the 
inscriptions of this period, like the monuments on which they 
were carved, suffered much from injudicious embellishments. 
On the south side of the altar is another painted monu- 
ment of the same period : in memory of 

Uitbmn $c iflattj^eto (Slmft. 

The accompanying engraving will best illustrate the archi- 
tectural details. There are ten kneeling figures in the 
arched recess, and one in a recumbent attitude, in a com- 
partment below them. There are also three shields of arms, 
over the pediment is one thus emblazoned : Gules, a saltier 
ingrailed, between four nag's heads, or, impaling, Gules on a 
cheveron between three keys the wards upwards, argent, as 
many mullets of the field. The following are the inscriptions : 

Omnis Caro Fcenum. 
Vita nobis ChristnSy Mors nobis Lucrum^ 
Viva/ui conjuncta Vhis^ nunc mortua Christo. 
Here lieth Matthew Clarky Master of Arts of Christ s 
College, in the famous University of Cambridge ; twice bur- 
gess of the parliament house, twice mayor of this town, a 
learned, wise, and religious magistrate ; whose gain in hea- 
ven is our loss on earth. 

Richardus Clarke Joanna^ UxoTj Sarah Uxor Matth, 

Obit 4, Feb. ob Norwici, 8 Dec. Clark, ob. 16. Jim. 

A J), 1602, £t. 67. A J). 1687 £UU 47. A J). 1604. JSt 40. 

Jonnna^ Uxor Tho. Sarah, Filia Matth, Sarah^ Filia Matth. 

Boston ob. Mail 8. Clark^ ob.junii 28, Clarkj ob Dec, 16. 
Anno Dni 1603. Anno Dni 1699. Anno Dni — 

^tat 63. ^tai 11. JStat — 

Beati Mortui Quiescunt a Laboribus. 
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Here lieth interred the aged Richard Clark^ 
Who served late Queen Eliza, thirty years 
As searcher and collector in this port. 
And who besides (as in good record appears,) 
Was sometime Alderman, Justice of Peace, 
And Mayor. Here his travels all did cease. 
His first wife Joan to Thomas Boston bom, 

Of Norwich (where her vital thread made breach,) 
Matthew their son, (but now her days are worn) 

Married Sarah, daught&r of Richard Leach. 
Her mother married with lliomas Boston, who 
Was likewise Mayor, and from like friends did flow. 
This Matthew Clark by Sarah children had 

Twice three and one, two sons and daughters five. 
Two davLghters here are with earth's mantle dad. 

The rest (God have the praise) do yet survive. 
Thus here below old, young, and mean do dye ; 
Look thou above, and there's eternity. 

Parentum et Uxoris ergo 
Hoc posuit Matt. Clark. 

This Matt. Clark, son of Bichard Clark, took to his 
second wife Triphosa, the widow of that worthy man of 
God Mr. George Estey of Bury, and had by her four 
sons : he died being 59 years old, the 1st. May, 
1623. 

The above named Richard Clarke^ was mayor of Lynn in 
1583 — and during his mayoralty gave a new scabbard of 
crimson velvet for the coi'poration sword, trimmed with sil- 
ver, and double gilt, with the queen's and the town-arms 
engraved thereon. 

He also caused new maces to be made for the four town 
sergeants. 

He caused Gaywood river to be new cast from the Kettle- 
mUls to the furthermost bridge. 

He caused St. Margaret's conduit to be renewed, and 580 
feet of new pipe to be added to it. 

He also caused new seats to be built in St. Margaret's 
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charch for the mayor, aldermen, and common-councilmen. 

A worthy burgess was Richard Clark, and well did he 
maintain the dignity of his office, bat what shall we say of 
a right worshipful, well-beloTed and trusty mayor, who in 
the days of good Queen Bess, permitted a witch to escape, 
aye and in days too when witch-craft and sorcery were es- 
teemed felony without the benefit of clergy ? Verily Richard 
Clark thou wert one in a thousand, or Mother Gably, would 
either have been hanged or drowned for such conduct as that 
imputed to her in the parish register of Wells in this county, 
from which the following extract is taken : 

'^Anno 1583 Misled uppo ye west coaste coming from 
Spain ; whose deaths, were brought to pas by the detestable 
workings of an execrable witch of King's Lynn, whose 
name was Mother Gabley ; by the boyling, or rather labour- 
ing of certeyne eggs in a payle frdl of colde water ; after- 
wards approved sufficiently at the arraynment of the witch/' 

Richard Waller and twelve other single men.* 

It was well for thee Dame Gabley, that thou didst not flou- 
rish some half a century later, when the sapient alderman Tho- 
mas Rivett of King's Lynn, in his magisterial capacity sent 
for the renowned Master Hopkins,f witch-finder for the 
counties of Essex, Suffolk, and Norfolk, — soon would he 
have stopped thy boiling of eggs in cold water, by trying 
thee in the balance against the church bible, or sousing thee 
neck and heels in some neighbouring horse-pond. 

Peace to thine ashes Richard Clark ; thou wilt not repose 
the worse, nor will thy memory suffer ought, for not having 
stained the annals of thy mayoralty, with the horrible, though 
legal destruction, of an infatuated old woman 4 

* See Gents Mag^., 1792. 
t Thia rogae — ^** Who after proved himself a witch, 
And made a rod for his own breech," 
in his own county caused the death of no less than sixty reputed witches. 

X Several cases are recorded, in succeeding mayomties of the burning of 
witches in Lynn. 



ANTIQUITIES OF LYNN.. 81 

The monuments of the time of Charles the I. evince a 
decided improvement, and the introduction of a classic taste ; 
but this was much checked in its progress, by the sacrilegious 
outrages of the puritans, whose misconceptions and wild en* 
thusiasm, led to the destruction of more monuments, perhaps, 
than even the edicts of the Reformation had spoiled. 

The south aisle of St. Nicholas* Chapel, furnishes a fine 
and characteristic monument of the time of Charles 11. the 
principal figures, which appear to be portraits, are finely exe- 
cuted, and the whole furnish admirable specimens of the 
costume of that reign. — ^The monument is for the family of 

Wboma9 iSftttntf IEs;guir^ 

Under an open entablature supported by two columns and 
surmounted by a shield of arms, are the kneeling figures of 
a man and his wife. Hitherto we have seen the figures on 
monuments represented kneeling sideways, at an altar, but 
the figures on this monument look towards the spectator, 
which is considered to be a characteristic difference in the 
monuments of this period : as is also the position of the hands, 
which are here displayed as in portrait painting ; the man 
holds a scroll, the woman a book ; formerly the hands were 
in most instances joined as in^prayer. 

Beneath the two principal figures, in a distinct compart- 
ment, are kneeling figures of nine of their children ; four 
sons and five daughters. The tablet is thus inscribed : — 

Thomas Greene, Armiffer, Mercatorum LentUB Deem, 
qui eximia Prohitate et Inlegritate illihatay JSiquo inter 
omnia Animo et forti^ non elato prosperis, sed vere generaso 
et libercUi iUuslris erat. 

CtUltim Dei pie reverebatury amantissimtis Amicus fuit, et 
Pater J Amictu certissimus, Senatoris locum exomahat egregie, 
et in Fide Chrisii, Majoraiu suo tertio, mtdtorum cum Luctu 
septtiagenarius Carnem simul et Prafecturam deposuit, Aug. 
16. 1676. L 
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Unicam duant Uxorem, Susannam, FUiam Joh. Barker, 
Gen. et ex novem LiberiSy ires reliquit supersliteSy Elizabetham 
datam Tho. Thet/ord, Aldermanno LenruCy Susannam Gtd. 
Falkner Clerico, et Aliciam, Sam. Browne de Boston, Atder- 
tnanno. 

QuisquiSy es. Lector, sic vivas, ut vivas in JEtemum. 

Susanna, ejus Vidua, hocposuit Mceroris et Doloris Monur 
mentum. 

There are many other monuments and inscribed grave 
stones within the chapel, which, on accoont of their recent 
dates must be passed over, as not coming strictly within the 
limits of this work : an attempt has been made in the selec- 
tion placed before the reader, to introduce to notice such only, 
as possess the peculiar characteristics of the age in which they 
were erected. 

As a concluding remark on this subject, it may be a par- 
donable digression to observe, that even the meanest and 
most uninteresting monuments, in certain points of view 
have claims to notice, and it would be well if a faithful regis- 
ter were kept, in every parish, of the inscriptions in memory 
of the dead, set up in its church, or church-yard: such 
registers would with care, be less perishable than even the 
marble records ; and in a legal point of view, the value of such 
documents, would unquestionably be great, as it frequently 
happens, that in tracing family descent, the only connecting 
link in the chain of its pedigree, is the evidence offered by 
some monumental inscription. A fee for registering might 
be charged, and the erection of monuments be only permitted 
on condition of such registration being effected. 

Before leaving the chapel, the visitor's attention should be 
directed to a very interesting remnant of the decorative 
painting of the middle ages still preserved here: the picture 
has the fading hue of antiquity, but has suffered more per- 
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haps from the white-wash with which it was once covered, 
than from the effects of age : perchance the etching by which 
it is represented on the accompanying plate of details, may 
outlive the more fragile original. The painting is on a 
small door in the vestry, and the subject is a priest kneeling 
at the feet of St. Peter, on a label issuing from the mouth of 
the kneeling figure is the following inscription — " Aperi 
michi portas justicie, et confitebar Duo/' alluding to Psalm 
cxviii. 19. in the Vulgate : — this door- way appears to have 
formerly led to the altar, and as the chancel in ancient eccle- 
siastical arrangements represented the church triumphant or 
Heaven, there is much propriety in the device, which repre- 
sents the priest, the minister of God, as addressing St. Peter, 
who holds the key of Heaven, with these words of the 
Psalmist, '^ Open to me the gates of righteousness ; that I 
may go into them, and give thanks unto the Lord.'' 

Once again I would earnestly recommend a judicious 
restoration of the interior arrangements of this noble fabric ; 
and, surely, I need not apologize to the christian reader for 
thus earnestly wishing for the restoration of a temple dedicated 
to the service of God, I could wish to see the members of our 
church, like the Israelites of old, bringing with willing hearts 
their offerings for the adornment of the tabernacle : I could 
wish to see my fair country-women, like the daughters of 
Judah, offering their jewels for so good a work, and like them 
employed in embroidered works, both of blue and purple, and 
scarlet, for the decoration of the house of prayer.^ 

I know that the prayer of sincerity, whether the bended 
knee rests on the tesselated pavement of an adorned cathe- 
dral, or presses the humble floor of a cottage, is an offering 
equally acceptable to Heaven, but I cannot imagine that 
prayer will be less sincere, or the source of penitential tears 

* Exodus ZXX7. 25. 



84 ANTIQUITIES OF LTNN. 

be less pure, if those prayers be uttered, and those tears be 
shed, where every surrounding object reminds us of the pre- 
siding Deity. I know also that the pealing anthems of 
choral harmony, and the measured music of an abbey chant, 
may if the heart be not engaged, prove less acceptable to 
God, than the simple melody of the Cotter's hymn, yet 
would I have the finest touches of the sculptor's art, the 
richest hues of the painter's pencil, and the most sublime 
compositions of sacred song, unite in the beauty of holiness 
to render the house in which we keep holy-day, a fair type 
of that house not made with hands, where every christian 
hopes to spend an eternal Sabbath. 

The following beautiful passage from the Confessions of 
St. Augustine, will serve to show that externals, may become 
powerfully effective as incentives to a holy life, he says, ''How 
did I weep, how greatly was I affected on hearing the hymns 
and canticles, — ^the voice of thy church speaking unto me so 
sweetly! Whilst those canticles echoed in my ears, truth 
glided into my heart ; and then arose sentiments of piety ; 
then my tears streamed down, and thereby my heart was 
gladdened." 

There were several Gilds or Fraternities connected with 
St Nidiolas' Chapel, conspicuous among them was that of 
St. George, to be mentioned hereafter, when we come to speak 
of their HalL There was a regulation of the Gild of St 
Fabian and St Sebastian, that on the day of their patron 
saints, the skyvens, or one of them, '' sfiould ring None, and 
see that the candles about and afore the Awter be light, at 
evening and at service, on the day, on pain of dim. Uh. of 
wax, each of them to the light ward/* 

The following extract from the will of Thomas Walpole of 
Lynne Bishop, Esq. speaks of a Ladye Chapel in the Chapel 
of St. Nicholas: he leaves, ''To the broderhoode of the Holy 
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Trinity in Lynne Bisliop, certain lands and tenements in 
Walpole, to the intent that the aldermen and skyrens of the 
said gylde, shall find and pay yerly 8 marks to the wages of 
an abil prest to synge mess perpetoally for lus sowl, and the 
sowl of Jane his wyfe, in the Chapel of our Lady, in the Cha- 
pel of St Nicholas' in Lynne. And that the said preste shall 
he at commons and in the college of the Holy Trinity, so 
that he be cindered by the statutes of the place, and to have 
6^. 8d. of the said college yerly. 

John Alcock, bishop of Ely, June 3. 1490, granted forty 
day*s pardon, or indulgence, to all the brethren and sisters 
of the gQd of St Etheldreda, in St Nicholas' Chapel of 
Lynn, at the altar of St Etheldreda the most holy virgin, 
there founded, and to all who should hear mass, at the said 
altar, and to all who said quinquies before the said altar, the 
Lord's prayer, and the salutation quinquies. 

Near the entrance to the south porch, is a very ancient 
sarcophagus or 

the style of its architectural ornament, claims for it an earlier 
date than that of the present chapel ; the name of its tenant 
is not now known, but it was doubtless placed there, that it 
might meet the yiew of those passing to the church, and thus 
invite an ejaculatory prayer for the repose of the soul of him 
whose mortal remains it contained. 
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A little southward of St. Nicholas' Chapel, in Austin-street, 
are the remains of an arched gateway, now bricked up, being 
all that time has spared of the once stately monastery of the 

What a lesson have we here of the instability of temporal 
possessions, a few crumbling stones are now the only repre- 
sentatives of a convent, that three centuries ago was a lodging 
fit for the reception of royal guests; it requires some exercise 
of the imagination, under the present changed aspect of this 
spot, to recall the scenes of its former dignity — ^yet little more 
than three centuries have passed, since this gateway led to 
cloistered shades, and habitations now levelled with the dust, 
where learned friars performed their nocturnal vigils, and of- 
fered up their daily orisons. 

In consequence of many abuses that had crept into, and 
perverted the order of monastic institutions, there was a neces- 
sity early in the 13th. century, for a reform which led to the 
institution of a new class of religious orders : and as the riches 
of the monasteries, acquired through the munificent donations 
and bequests of the pious, had led to their demoralization, 
the new orders were established on the principle of possessing 
no regular revenues, and depending for subsistence, on the 
reverence that they should attract by the sanctity of their lives, 
and their superior talents. They enjoyed many new privi- 
leges, granted to them by the Popes, in order to encourage 
them in the zealous performance of their duties : among those 
privileges were the right of travelling where they pleased, of 
conversing with every description of persons, of instructing 
youth, and of hearing confessions, and bestowing absolution 
without reserve : with such habits and these privileges, the 
new orders of mendicant friars, soon became both popular 
and powerful rivals of the monks. 

The mendicant orders of the thirteenth and fourteenth 
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centuries veiy nearly resembled the Jesuits of modem days ; 
and among them were found the most learned men, and the 
most popular preachers of the age. 

The magnificence of their convents excited considerable 
envy, and the universities were very jealous of the preference 
frequently given to them, for the education of youth : the 
famous Richard Fitz-Ralph, Archbishop of Armagh in an 
oration against the mendicants pronounced before the Pope^ 
and Cardinals in 1357, declared, that in the University of 
Oxford, the number of students had diminished from thirty 
thousand to six thousand, and this falling off in numbens, he 
attributed to the arts practised by the friars, to entice young 
men to their schools. 

The Augustine Friars settled in Lynn ia the beginning of 
Edward Ist's reign, and continued here till the 30th of Henry 
VIII., when their convent was surrendered. Valor Ecde. 
A.D. 1534. £1. 4s. 6d. 

In the reign of Henry V. William Wellys, a learned man 
who wrote many books, was of this fiiaiy, he was general of 
his order, and died 1421. 

William Gale, of this County, and a student of Oxford, 
took upon himself the order of the Augustine Friars at Lynn ; 
he was eminent both for literature and piety, and a rare ex- 
ample of virtue ; his works were Lectiones in Theologia. — 
Disputationes Vari®, and a course of sermons for the 
whole year, preached to the people ; he died in the year 
1507, the 23rd. year of Kong Henry VII, and was buried 
in the Conventual church of the Augustine Friars in this 
town. 

Among the notable events in the annals of this convent, 
was the entertainment given to King Henry VII. his queen, 
his mother, and his eldest son Prince Arthur, who with a 
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nnmerons retinne visited Lynn in 1408 and were here lodged; 
the fact of its being chosen for this honourable distinction, 
proves that it most have been a snmptuous edifice. 

The effect of this convent with its various offices, and 
doubtless a noble church, seen at the same glance with the 
beautiful Chapel of St. Nicholas, surrounded as they were 
with Halls of the various gilds and firaternities, traces of 
which may yet be seen in the neighbourhood, must have been 
exceedingly grand and picturesque : yet all their importance 
is humbled, and a few stones, alone remain to tell us that 
such things once were. 

It was not merely those distinguished by rank and fortune, 
that could claim the rights of conventual hospitality, the poor 
houseless traveller was sure there to find shelter, food, medi- 
cine, and whatever else his case required : with a hearty wel- 
come on his arrival, and the blessings of the inmates when he 
departed. — ^To fiilly appreciate the advantages of such ac- 
commodation, we must go back to the times in which they 
were offered, when inns were few, roads bad, and travelling 
slow and laborious ; at such a time, how anxious would the 
wanderer look forward, while crossing the dreary Marsh- 
lands in this neighbourhood, to catch the first glimpse of the 
tall spires, of the conventual churches of Lynn, how cheer- 
ing to him would be the sounds of their evening bells, with 
all their pleasing associations, of shelter, repose, and other 
comforts needed by him.^ 

Within the walls of this convent was an Anchoret's cell,t 
called also a destina, in which a solitary being according to 
the rule of his order lived secluded firom the world, subjected 
to the severest austerities. These Anchoret's in some re- 

* Some idea may be formed of the extent to which hospitality was carried in 
monasteries, from the fact that at Glastonbury Abbey tnere were sometimes 
five hundred traveUers entertained at a time, with proyender for their horses. 
Monasticon Anglic Vol. 2 P 464. 

t TayWs Index Monasticus. 
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spects resembled Hermits, but Anchorets never left their cells^ 
while Hermits on the contrary were permitted by their rules 
to wander at large. 

The cells of Anchorets were situated in churches, church- 
yards, over church porches, and at town-gates ; a remarkable 
example of one of these cells, may still be seen at the church 
of Walpole St. Andrew's in this neighbourhood, where one 
of the buttresses at the west end is built hollow, and forms ad 
apartment just capable of holding one person : there is a 
small window on the south side, through the grating of 
which, alms were given to the Anchoret, and the only inter- 
course of that solitary being with the world which he had 
forsaken, was through that aperture. In such comfortless 
tomb-like cells these devotees willingly passed years of priva^ 
tion and self-inflicted punishment, depending for their support 
upon the benevolence of others. In ancient wills we fre- 
quently find legacies left to them, an instance of which occurs 
in that of William Lok, a burgess of Lynn, dated A. D. 
1408, he leaves to the Anchorite Recluse at the church of 
All Saints' in South Lynn, 20s. 

Anchorets were held in great veneration, being usually 
chosen from among the brethren in monasteries, for the 
superior sanctity of their lives, but sometimes they were lay- 
men who had vowed to lead a life of perpetual seclusion firom 
the world, and entire devotion to the service of God. 

Before an Anchoret was permitted to enter upon his final 
retirement from the world, he was required to try the firm- 
ness of his resolution, during' a term of three years, and if 
after that he persisted in bis profession, he was then seri- 
ously admonished by the bishop or priest, to examine well 
the purity of his motive, and then followed a solemn service 
in the church, at which he ofifered a taper to be burned on 
the altar during Mass, and read his profession at the foot of 

M 
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the altar^ which, having signed, he offered thereon; the 
consecrated habit of his order was then given to him by 
the priest, and he was conducted in procession to his cell, 
which was closed from without, sometimes even walled up ; 
and then the priests returned advising the people to pray for 
the recluse. 

Having spoken of Hermits as distinguished from Anchorets, 
we may with propriety here introduce to the reader's notice 

which was formerly on the sea bank in this vicinity, in a 
certain place called Lynn Crouch, as appears by a petition 
of the Mayor and Commonalty of Lynn, addressed to William, 
Bishop of Norwich, dated 8 cal. Dec 1349, begging that 
prelate's favour towards one John Pullock, who had made 
himself a cave on the sea shore, and near to it had erected a 
lofty cross 110 feet in height, which served as a land-mark 
for the guidance of mariners : the prayer of the said John 
Pullock was for admission as an Hermit, as he designed, 
with the bishop's licence to devote his remaining days to the 
service of God, in that capacity. 

Several entries in the records of the Corporation speak of 
the Hermitage of St Catherine without the East Gates, one 
of which is as follows : 

Nov'. 8, 1514. S'. Will"'. Knight Priest, came into y* 
Gild Hall and gave to y* Comons a pair of Calicos double 
gilt, w^ 6 oz, y* said Chalices to be used and occupied in y* 
Hermitage of y* Mayor and Burgesses, called S\ Catherine's 
Chappell without y* East Gates of Lynn. This appears to 
have been an annual custom at Michaelmas. 

We vnll now conduct the reader southward, and visit the 
interesting remains of the Conventual Church of 

Wbt dftmcifitm» or HRvts dFriarsf^ 

** A glorious remnant of the gothic pUe, 
While yet the choith was Rome's.* 
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This picturesque fragment which is certainly one of the 
most striking features of the Antiquities of Lynn, is situated 
a short distance to the eastward of St. Margaret's Church, it 
is one of the iirst objects that meets the eye of the visitor who 
enters the town by the South-Gate ; it consists of a lofty 
hexagonal tower, built of red bricks and stone, materials of 
such frequent use in the ancient edifices of this town as to be 
quite characteristic of the place. The tower is supported on 
four piers with finely turned arches, which once formed the 
centre of a craciform church, but the nave is entirely gone, 
and of the chancel, 

^ Where the silenced choir, 

Lie with their Hallelujahs quenched like fire ;* 

not a vestage is left, — nor have its transepts shared a better 
fate ; the tower only 

" Spared by some chance, when all the rest waA spoil'd," 

stands embosomed in a shrubbery, planted as if to hide the 
sad mutilation the lower part has suffered, while the mantling 
ivy lends its aid, to make up in the picturesque effect of the 
ruin, for the loss of the beautiful building that has been de- 
stroyed, for beautiful indeed must the structure have been, that 
was graced with so fair a tower. The oldest views of this ruin 
that I have met with show it as it now stands, robbed of the 
support of the parts demolished, — ^yet there it stands, and 
there it will stand if no violence be offered, when many of 
the modem erections of lath, plaster, and compo, shall have 
crumbled into premature decay ; and why so ? — because of 
old the question was how good a structure can we raise ? 
latterly it has been how cheap an edifice can we erect ? but 
happily we have now reached the dawn of better things. 

The tower rises in two stages and is battlemented, the as- 
cent being by a staircase in a turret on the north side, which, 
though it injures the uniformity of the design, adds much to 
the picturesque effect, and it should always be borne in mind 
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that uniformity, is not essentially a part of correct gothic 
design : the lower windows of the tower are extremely ele- 
gant, and were seen from the interior of the church to which 
the tower or lantern was open. 

The style of the architecture, ranks this building as a work 
of the 15th century. 

This monastery was founded by Thomas Feltham or de 
Folsham. 

Parkins says, the Grey Friars settled in Lynn about the 
52nd of Henry HI. but they must have been here earlier than 
that time, as in 1264, brother John Stanford, 8th. minister 
provincial of the English Franciscans died in the convent of 
his order at Lenne in Norfolk, where he also was buried 
amongst his religious brethren. Coll. Ang. Mon. 

A. D. 1276. Richard de Gayton, in his will leaves to the 
Minor Brethren of Lenn 16 marks. 

A. D. 1287. Bernard le Estree, gave to the Friar's 
Minors, to enlarge their area, a certain area in Saint James' 
Street, which he had purchased of William de Lindesey. 

A. D. 1287. On Monday August 7, Richard Sefull gave 
by deed 1 2 pence rent per annum which his ancestors used 
to receive out of a certain area by the church-yard of Saint 
James' to the west, for the enlargement of the area of the 
Convent of the Grey Friars. 

A. D. 1 303. Robert Langham leaves by will to the Friar's 
Minors of Lenn 12 pence. 

A. D. 1313. 7th, of Edward II. The Grey Friars had 
a patent for bringing the water to their Convent, from Buken 
Well, a spring at North Runcton. 

A. D. 1364. 38th. of Edward III. they had a patent for 
2 messuages, to enlarge their manse. 

A. D. 1385. Sir Robt Howard was a benefisu^tor ; as was 
also Sir John Plaiz, Knt 
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A. D. 1416. JohnElvered Clerk a benefactor. 

A. D. March 15th, 1423. Richard Peverel, of Tilney, 
Esq. by will bequeaths his body to be buried in the church 
of the Friar's Minors, of Lynn Bishop. He also left a horse 
of £10 value to the Duke of Exeter, of whom he held lands, 
to be supervisor of his will. 

Sept 29th, 1513. 

Agreed that y' Mayor shall offer on Saint Francis' day at 
y* Grey Friars 3'. 4*. and every of y* Bench 2*. and eveiy of 
y* 24 besides, 12*. and every of y* 27, 6^ 

This house was surrendered in the 30th. year of the reign 
of Henry VIII. by the warden and nine brethren ; and sold 
by the King in 1544, to John Eyre, Esq. who sold it to a 
priest, by whom it was conveyed to the Corporation, in whose 
hands it now remains. 

The order of Grey Friars was instituted by St. Francis, 
who inculcated by his preaching and recommended by his 
example, the utmost rigour of monastic discipUne, asserting 
that there was no safe path to Heaven, unless by the desti- 
tution of all earthly possessions. His followers soon acquired 
a reputation for sanctity, and in 1210 the formal protection of 
Innocent was granted to the new order : though generally 
esteemed as mendicants, it does not appear that their founder 
St. Francis intended more than to lay the foundation in po- 
verty ; in the testament which he left for the instruction of 
his followers, he enjoined manual labour in preference to the 
begging of alms, which was only to be resorted to in case of 
distress ; his object in instituting a new order, was to avoid 
the evils that riches and possessions had given rise to among 
those already established ; but soon after the death of St. 
Francis, his disciples obtained from Gregory IX. a bull which 
released them from the rigorous observance of his testament, 
and the necessity of labour was soon superseded. 
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The Franciscans obtained the name of Grey Friars from 
the colour of their dress ; they wore a long grey coat reach- 
ing to their heels, with a hood, and a girdle of cord, their 
rule obliged them to wear coarse woollen under garments, 
and their whole costume was to be of the meanest texture. 

The next visit shall be to the ruins of the monastery of the 
Dominicans or Preaching Friars, usually called 

which are situated a short distance northward of the Grey 
Friar's Tower, in Black Friar's Road formerly called Clough 
Lane ; very bold remains of its cloisters are yet standing, as 
is also the Gate-house, in the red brick walls of which is the 
stone arched postern-gate, once occupied by the porter, 

" The sturdy man of watch and ward," 

but now a humble cottage residence. The site of the monas- 
tery is now a garden, and the culture of flowers has superseded 
the cultivation of literature within its walls. 

The present entrance is near the original gate at the west, 
having passed which, we enter a court now laid out in flower 
beds ; on the east side of this court is a wall about sixty 
paces in length, built of the red brick so prevalent in the 
early buildings of Lynn ; in this wall are the remains of five 
windows, with portions of their tracery, and a door-way with 
a depressed arch in the late or Tudor style, — these windows 
once gave light to cells which now no longer exist, and it is 
only when the chilling hand of winter has robbed the fruit 
trees, which art has taught to climb upon them, of their foli- 
age, that even the outline of those windows can be traced by 
the curious eye of the visitor ; perhaps it is well that some 
use has been found for these walls, or they might long since 
have disappeared. 

Passing through the arched door-way, just named, we en- 
ter another quadrangle in the walls of which, remains of 
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arches are visible, and within one of them on the east side 
is a small a rched door-way. 

There are now no remains of the conventual church, but 
we know that there was one, and it may reasonably be con- 
jectured from the style of the ruined cloisters, that the church 
rivalled in beauty the other religious fanes of Lynn. 

An aged man, with whom I conversed on my visit, told me 
that he had been employed as a labourer in the gardens for 
many years, and that when at work he had met with massive 
remains of walls, he also pointed to a spot southward of the 
gardens, where he remembered to have seen several stone 
coffins containing bones, dug up in excavating ior the foun* 
dations of new buildings in Black Friar's Road. These 
discoveries show the situation of the cemetery, and lead to 
a probable conjecture that the church stood thereabouts. 

The founder of this monastery was Thomas Gedney. 

The Black Friars or Friars Preachers, settled in Lynn 
about the same time that the Grey Friars did ; they were here 
in 1271 J and William Lord Bardolf, Lord of Wrongay, was 
a benefactor to them in 1292, as appears from a grant to 
them, preserved in the Tower of London, of a fountain or 
spring in Middleton called Broke well, and an aqueduct from 
that spring to their convent at Lynn. 

John Thomdon was a bene&ctor in 1309; and in 1329, 
Thomas Thomdon aliened to them a piece of land 18 feet 
long and 21 feet broad. 

Sir John Plaiz was a benefactor in 1 335. 

John Elvered, Clk. was a contributor in 1416. 

In 1442, Simon Parche alias Tyler, of Watlington, in this 
county, desired in his will to be buried in the chancel of the 
church of the Black Friars at Lynn, to which he contributed, 
*^ de la stalliSf" in the said chancel to be new made — 16L 

In 1488 John Braynes was prior. 
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In 1489 John Byrd, the parson of Old Lynn was a bene- 
factor. 

A register at Norwich dated 1497, speaks of the Chapel 
of St. Catharine in the conventual church of the Black Friars 
at Lynn. 

There was an image of our Lady in the body of the church. 

This monastery had an Anchoret's cell, the nature of which 
has been described at page 89. 

On the 30lh. of September, 1539, in the 31st. year of the 
reign of Henry VIIL the prior and eleven brethren surren- 
dered this convent. Valor ecc. 18s. li^d. its site was granted 
in the 36th. year of the same reign to John Eyre, Esq. who 
conveyed it to a priest. 

This convent was in the patronage of Thomas Earl of 
Rutland. Leland vol. L p. 102. 

The costume of the Dominicans was, a white woollen tu- 
nick, bound with a thong ; a hood ; a white collar ; a long 
black woollen cowl^ when they went out, with a hood and 
pectoral bill, and a dorsal black covering the inner white 
dress. Inner vestments chiefly white. The lay-brothers had 
no cowl, and never laid aside the hood and black scapulaiy. 
Fosbrooke's Brit Mon. 

The Black Friars in many respects resembled the Grey 
Friars; indeed it appears to have been the wish of the 
founders of their orders Saint Dominic and Saint Francis^ 
who highly esteemed each other, that their followers should 
co-operate; in their fundamental principles, especially the 
rule which enjoined poverty, both were agreed, as also in the 
determination not to accept of church livings : in fact it was 
the wish of St. Dominic to unite the two orders, but the pro- 
posal was objected to by St. Francis. 

At first the Dominicans only were preachers, but the 
Franciscans seeing the popularity they attained by it, also 
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became preachers, and this produced feelings of jealousy, 
which led to disputes, first on minor points, and afterwards 
in controversies of more importance. So anxious was St. 
Dominic that his followers should observe the rule of poverty, 
that he forbade, under the curse of God and his own maledic- 
tion, the introduction of temporal possessions into the order. 
However anxious the founders of the mendicant orders 
may have been, to place their followers by poverty beyond 
the reach of temptations, the monasteries here give evidence, 
that as they increased in popularity. They gradually relaxed 
in the austerities of their rules, and though one characteristic 
of the mendicants was to be, the want of any permanent resi- 
dence, we here find them in the 15th. century, the inhabi- 
tants of stately monasteries vidth noble churches attached ; 
and this from the earliest ages had been the case, possessions 
invariably produced relaxation of discipline, this gave rise to 
new orders professmg to go back to first principles, and they 
in their turns soon became rich, and fell into the errors of 
their predecessors : thus there was a continual succession of 
refoimations. 

Another order of Friars yet remains to be noticed ; the an- 
nexed engraving represents the picturesque Gate-way of the 
Monastery of 

Wbt iBwntttlitt» ot Mtitt dftiaxt 

which fortunately yet remains, or we might look in vain for 
a vestage of that once stately convent, raised by the contri- 
butions of many a noble and pious donor, who while contri- 
buting to the sacred edifice, hoped at last to rest his wearied 
mortality in peace within the sanctuary of its hallowed walls, 
and amid dwellings where many a sheltered child of want 
had blessed his liberality ; vain hope, — scarcely three cen- 
turies have passed away since those buildings stood, — and 
where are they now ? the ashes of the donors have mingled 
with their crumbled ruins. n 
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The accompanying view renders verbal description of the 
Gate-way unnecessary, beyond the statement, that the mate- 
rials of which it is constructed is of red brick and stone, like 
most of the Lynn buadings of tbe ISA. centnry. 

This Monastery stood a little southward of All-Saints' 
Church, and not far from the south gate of the town. Bloom- 
field speaks of the church just named, as if it were the con- 
ventual church, on what authority I know not, but certainly 
there is much reason to doubt the correctness of his state- 
ment ; — the Monastery of the Carmelites was on the south 
side of the Gate-house, while All-Saints' Church is some 
distance north-east of the site of the Monastery ; — but there 
is no need for conjecture, while recorded facts may be 
adduced as proofs that the statement is erroneous. The town 
records state that in 1630 the tower of the church of the 
Carmelites in South Lynn fell ; other records state that in 
1763 the tower of All Saints' Church fell: this was 133 
years after the first event, therefore the accounts must relate 
to different buildings. The following passage from Bloom- 
field's history is at variance with his other statement, speak- 
ing of the Carmelites, he says, '^ The steeple of the Cannes 
church is said to have fallen down for want of repairs on 
April 9, 1631, having stood 360 years." 

According to some accounts, the Carmelite's Monastery in 
Lynn, was founded about the year 1269, by Lord Bardolf ; 
other accounts attribute its foundation to Thomas de Felt- 
sham, and speak of Lord Bardolf, Lord Scales, and Sir John 
Wigenhale as benefactors to it. 

William le Breton, was a considerable benefactor in the 
45th year of Henry III. 

In the 9th. of Richard II. the banner of William Lord 
Bardolf, which but one short year before had proudly waved 
in Scotland at the King's command, drooped over the bier 
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that bore the warrior's pale corse for interment amongst the 
Cannes at Lynn : now, reader, if thou lovest to think of days 
gone bye, look on that low arched portal, — there the solemn 
procession is met by the prior and his hooded brethren, the 
dirge begins, and one by one they enter, priests, heralds, 
warriors with crosses, staves, and banners : then comes the 
led charger that oft had borne the noble deceased, then the 
armour he had worn, and next the lifeless corse of him that 
had worn it. — ^Then think of the long line of Friars and the 
numerous Fraternities and Gilds that would join the funeral 
obsequies of a Bardolf, for too often have we seen the three 
cinque-foils of Bardolf's shield, sparkling in emblazoned 
windows, and richly carved on the screens of the neighbour- 
ing churches, to which they were liberal donors, to think that 
the remains of one of that name, would be borne unheeded 
to the tomb. 

In 1379, April 13, Sir Hamon Felton, of Litcham, wills 
his body to be buried in the church of the Carmelites at Lynn. 

The Hastings family were considerable benefactors to the 
Lynn Carmelites, as appears by the deposition of Friar Peter 
their sub-prior, who sware on a trial commenced in the 9th. 
of Henry IV. that the armorial bearings of Hastings was 
painted in their house, where it had been for 40 years, and 
that they had a banner of the arms 38 years before. And 
Friar Aleyn, the Gaywood divinity reader deposed the 
same. 

Aleyn de Lenn d. d. the above named Friar, was prior of 
this convent ; he was a learned man bred at Cambridge, he 
turned the history of the Bible into allegories, and compiled 
indexes to above 50 authors and books which he wrote, he 
lived in 1420, and at his death was buried in the church of 
his convent at Lynn. 

In 1527. The White Friars had the honour of entertain- 
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ing a royal guest, as appears by the following extract from 
the town records in the mayoralty of Robert Soam. '' At y* 
ffeast of y* Epiphany agreed that f" ffirench Queen and y^ 
Duke of Suffolk shall be presented at y* White ffiriars with 
a hogsheade of wine and foure swans with other wilde fowle.'* 
In 1538. 30th of Henry VIII. This house was surrendered 
to the king by the prior and ten brethren. Valor : eccle : 
A. D. 1534, £1 15^. 8d. 

In 1543. The mayor and burgesses bought this house of 
the king. 

In 1565. It was let to John FoweU, at £10 per annum, 
he to repair the walls and fences, and to keep the pavement 
and fleet. 

1588. '^ From this time y* mayor for y*" time being to have 
y* profitt of y* dove coat in y* White Fryers stepel in South 
Lynn.** — HaU books. 

1604. Mr. Valenger, town clerk, had permission to dig 
stones, &c. out of the foundations of this monasteiy, to be 
used by him for building four small tenements in South Lynn> 
for poor folks to dweU in rent free. 

The tower of the church it appears was left standing as we 
now see that of the Grey Friars, both being used as sea marks : 
but robbed of its support and undermined as it was by Mr. 
Valenger and others, who appear to have used it as a stone 
quarry, the fabric fell in 1630. In the foUowing year we 
find an order in the corporation books as follows : 

1631. March 28th. Ordered y*" steple in y^ ffriars Car- 
melites or White ffiyers in South Lynn be repaired, being a 
sea-mark for Lynn Deeps. 

Friar Alleyn is mentioned in a manuscript in the Norwich 
museum called ** Lennie Redeuiua,'' from which the foUowing 
extract is taken. 
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*< Lynn had the honoor to present the world 

With Geoffexy Chauoer, Capgrave, and the coird 

Pate AUanns de Lenna, John Barstone, William Cokeford, 

John Thompson, Thomas Lambe, and t' did afford 

The Court a jester, Hugh of Lynn was he, 

AQ fiunoos in theyr time, Lynn, nursed by thee." 

Nicholas de Lenn, a Carmelite friar, was bom, in this 
town, and educated at Oxford. Chaucer styles him '' Frere 
Nich. Linn, a Reverend Clerk." He excelled in music, 
mathematics and astrology : he is said to have sailed by his 
Astrolabe f in the year 1330, as far as the Arctic Pole, and to 
have written a book of the discoTeries there, entitled, Inventio 
Fortunata. He died about the year 1360, and was buried 
at Lynn. 

John Baret a Carmelite Friar was bom in Lynn, and was, 
according to Fuller, '^ a painful preacher at Norwich,'* he 
died about 1559. 

Continuing our ecclesiastical notices, the parish Church of 
South Lynn will next claim attention, introduced by a very 
brief notice of the parish. 

Is mentioned in the earliest records as a village or hamlet, 
quite distinct from King's Lynn, and it was not until the 
reign of Philip and Mary, that it was annexed to that bo- 
rough. 

Though distinct in its government, it was jointly fortified 
with King's Ljmn, the town waUs being continued round to 
the south-gate. As the promised limits of this work will not 
allow of an extended notice of the place, we must refer the 
reader to Bloomfidd's History of Norfolk, for an account of 
the manors, lordships, &c. reserving our pages for the descrip- 
tion of its Antiquities. 

The present stracture has no claim to high antiquity ; the 
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style of the architectare clearly ranks it as a work of the 1 5th 
century. It consists of a nave with side aisles, a chancel, 
and north and south transepts. The measurements within 
the walls are 

Feet Feet Inches. 

Nave - - 66 hy 46 : 6 
Chancel - 48 19 : 
Transepts - 84 20 : 
The whole length from West to East being now 25 feet 
short of the measurement as given by Mackerell, which in- 
cluded the tower, at that time standing. 

That the present building is the successor of one of great 
antiquity, I am enabled to prove by a recent investigation : 
having observed in the south wall of the chancel, part of a 
Norman corbel table, I was induced to examine more care- 
fully; and the result was the discovery, in the same wall of 
a capital of a Norman column, on a level with the present sur- 
&ce of accumulated earth ; on removing the soil to the depth 
of about five feet, the shaft and base of the column were 
found, the general character of which was short, massive and 
plain ; in the very earliest style of Norman work- Thus we 
can prove beyond the reach of doubt, the existence of a very 
early church here, quite as early, if not earlier, than the 
oldest part of Saint Margaret's Church. 

The exterior of the building, which was originally a good 
design, has lost much of its beauty, through the falling of the 
tower, the demolition of the porch, and the removal of the 
crosses from the gables ; only one of these distinguishing 
features of a christian temple, being now left, which graces 
the north transept. Unfortunately the tower fell at a period, 
when the fashion was, to remedy such evils by entirely re- 
moving them ; the spirit of the builders had fled, and the 
feeling that then existed was, not one of regret that the hal- 



ANTIQUITIES OF LYNN. 103 

lowed temple in which their forefathers had worshipped, had 
suffered injury, but rather a kind of gratulation, that what 
in that utilitarian age was considered a useless portion of the 
building, was gone, and that there would consequently be so 
much the less to keep in repair. The time may come when 
the rising spirit of churchmen, will prompt the re-building of 
the tower ; but without waiting for the accomplishment of so 
desirable a work, the disgracefcd and inappropriate nonde- 
script cupola, that now disfigures the church, should immedi- . 
ately be removed, and a suitable bell turret over the gable 
be substituted : the expense would not be great, but the 
improved appearance would be very considerable : and by all 
means let the meagre-looking pinnacles at the angles be re- 
moved, and either correct ones substituted, or their place 
left vacant : a remnant of an old church in its original state, 
is a far more agreeable object to the correct eye, than ill-judged 
attempts at restoration. 

We now proceed as a more agreeable part of our task, to 
speak of the recently restored interior. 

Those who remember the interior of All Saint's Church in 
1841, could they now see it again for the first time, would 
scarcely recognise it as the same structure ; memory would 
recall to view a crowded, comfortless assemblage of pews, 
high-backed and low-backed, of all shapes and sizes, sur- 
rounding a pulpit stuck in such a position as to add to the 
deformity. It will be also remembered that the interior which 
now presents a beautiful and lengthened perspective, was then 
cut in half by a partition of boards, which entirely shut out 
the chancel and east window firom view, and that the place of 
the original font was supplied by a modem stone hand-basin, 
as inappropriate as the rest of the fittings up : and though last 
not least, that the east end of the church, the place of the 
altar, which above all others firom its sacred character should 
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be beautiful, was disfigured hy clumsy modem wood pan* 
nelling. And all this motley grouping of cumbrous fittings, 
affording seats, for less than half the number of persons that 
are accommodated by the present orderly and pleasing ar- 
rangements, which while in every way advantageous, both 
in point of comfort and economy of room, bring into view the 
hitherto hidden and disguised architecture of the edifice. 
The windows and arches of the side aisles of 

are beautifiil specimens of the perpendicular style, the arches 
being of admirable proportion, that at the entrance to the 
chancel, is particularly worthy of notice. 

Fortunately the nave retains its original open timbered 
roof, which is supported on stone corbels of finely executed 
heads, the carved spandrils of the beams, are elegant and va- 
rious in design ; and though this roof has suffered much 
mutilation, it is only necessary to turn the eye from it to the 
flat plastered ceiling of the side aisles, to be convinced how 
much better such roo& harmonise with pointed architecture, 
than the flat sui&ces which have been too often substituted. 

appears to have been built a little later than the nave, and is 
of more rude workmanship ; the windows have the transom 
or cross bar, i^ch is an introduction of that period, when 
pointed architecture was on the decline ; and which seems to 
have been merely introduced for dividing the windows into 
smaller compartments for the introduction of painted glass, 
then so much in use. There now remains in the whole church, 
but one or two small firagments, of stained glass, just enough 
to show that the windows originally were so glazed, and the 
want of the quiet, subdued tone of the ancient glazing is very 
much felt here, as in most other churches of the 16th century, 
when the windows were large and numerous. 
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The chancel was originally separated from the nave, by an 
open carved screen and rood, the mutilated remains of which 
were removed at the time of the recent restoration of the in- 
terior of the church, being so much decayed as to prevent 
the possibility of repair. On the pannels of the lower part of 
this screen were painted the twelve Apostles, in the rich 
style of colouring and emblazonment prevalent in church 
decoration of the 15th centuiy : a few of these pannels have 
been preserved in the vestry, the rest were so much injured 
by damp and neglect, that they crumbled into dust on their 
removal. These screens, which being open did not hide the 
chancel and high altar from view, were very becoming ap- 
pendages to churches, serving like the veil of the Jewish 
tabernacle, to shade the mysteries of the sanctuary. 

On removing the pannelling from the east end of the chan- 
cel, a plain arched recess was found at the situation for the 
high altar: this should have been retained, and made to 
form part of the new design for the pannelled altar-piece : — 
in church restorations every part of the original design should 
be carefully preserved. 

There was also discovered at that time, in the south wall, 
a most beautifiil Piscina, which has been kept open; 
the elegant tracery of this niche is now as perfect as when 
fresh from the sculptor's hands : it was formerly used with 
that proper feeling of reverence for every tiling that had been 
hallowed by sacred use, as a sink or drain into which the 
rincings of the sacramental vessels were poured. In avoid- 
ing scrupulous nicety in such points, our predecessors, since 
the Reformation, have fallen into an opposite and far worse 
extreme, having, if we may judge from the state in which we 
find too many of our churches, lost every feeling of respect 
for places and things set apart for holy purposes; — and this 

remark calls to mind a case in point 

o 
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of this church, represented in the annex- 
ed wood-cut, had donng the last century 
been removed, and in its place, a modem 
basin, entirely out of character with the 
style of the building, substituted ; proba- 
bly this, the original Font, received some 
injuiy when the tower of the church fell, 
and the renovators of the edifice, want- 
ing that feeding for the proprie^ of which 
I contend, instead of restoring it, substituted a new one. 
Fortunately the removed Font was not destroyed, but found 
an asylum in the garden of the neighbouring vicarage, wha« 
it renuuned until recently restored to its ancient standing and 
uses, through the exertions of the writer, aided by a sub- 
scription in small sums cheerMly g^ven for that purpose. — 
Christian friends the work was worthy of you, and if departed 
spirits behold from blessed regions the passing events of this 
nether world, the regeoerate souls of many that at this Font 
received the moist impress of the sacred symbol, will approve 
the act 

At this Font, or as an old chronider who records the event 
says, "at this laver of regeneration in the year 1673, a negro 
of adult age was baptised by the Reverend Mordant Web- 
ster, Aen vicar of this parish, and christened by the name of 
Jeremiah." — Thus we see as Sir Watler Scott has said,"eveiy 
iragment from old times has, in some degree its stoiy with it" 
Old writings speak of two chapels in this church, that of 
" Our Ladye," and one dedicated to the Holy Trinity : pro- 
bably they were in the transepts — a Fisdna discovered on 
removing ihe old pannelUng from the south transept, indi- 
cates that an Altar formerly stood there. 

Mackerell speaks of numerous ancient monumental stones. 
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stone coffins, &c. but complains that in his time they were 
defaced, and the brasses ^' torn away and gone." Of the four 
rudely figured in his book, but two now remain, which ap- 
pear to have once been enriched with brasses : one of them 
the effigy of a priest, from its situation, may be that of John 
Norris, Ticar, who in his will dated 1 503, desires that his 
body may rest in the ^^ high quere *' of this, his parish church, 
leading lands, &c. to provide a priest for the altar of the 
Blessed Trinity, and for the better ^' sustentation " of that gild^ 
also for the burning of a lamp day and night before the sacra- 
ment in the "hey quere " by the oversight of the church reves; 
he also left his " portous of paper rial" to be chained in the 
chapel of Our Lady in this church. His chantry priest was 
to pray daily for his soul, and that of Jeffery his father, and 
those of his brethren of the Trinity-Gild, — his obit was to be 
kept on Easter-Monday, and on the following day his re- 
quiem mass to be sung ; but times have altered, — things have 
changed, — the daily prayer for his soul is silenced, the re- 
quiem mass is no longer sung, and the altar lamp, which he 
provided, to bum there for ever, sheds not its midnight ray 
on the brazen effigy that once distinguished the tomb of 

He built the vicarage-house, which yet stands on the north 
side of the church, and there may still be seen on the portal 
of its door-way, an ancient carving in wood, representing a 
kneeling priest, holding a label thus inscribed, ^^ointtl 

ffMctiti: twxc lyomtt fieri ftc : an )itti in iiii lxx\iii* 

In the vestry of the church, enclosed in an outer case, is a 
very ancient chest, of the rudest workmanship, apparently 
coeval in date with that building, also three old keys that 
probably once belonged to it 

The communion plate is principally the gift of Lady 
Ethelreda Hovell, relict of Sir William Hovell, of Hilling- 
ton, sole daughter and heir of Thomas Lilly, Gent. 
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One Flagon is thus inscribed. Deo. opt. max. eccles. 

OMN. SANCTOR. IN LENNA, D. D. D. A. D. MDCLXX. and the 

weight as given bj Mackerell is as follows ; 

onn« dwts. 

One large silver flagon weighing .... 52 5 

Another ditto 61 6 

One large silver plate 25 

Another ditto 11 15 

A silver chalice gilt 14 5 

154 10 
At the dissolution, this impropriate rectory being in tlie 
crown, was assigned to the Lady Mary, before she came to 
the crown, and was valued at £11. Os. 9d. 
The vicarage is in the gift of the bishop of Ely. 
The recent restoration of the interior of the church, under 
the superintendance and from the designs of Mr. William 
Newham, Architect, are highly creditable to the talent of that 
gentleman. It is to be regretted that pews have been intro- 
duced, but it was done in accordance with the wish of a 
majority of the inhabitants, and in this case so judiciously, 
that the view of the interior is but little obstructed by them. 
^^ Blest house of God ! thine air is balm ! 
How do I love the peaceful calm 
That stealeth o'er my soul the while 
I pace thy tranquil, silent aisle ! " 

is thickly studded with grave-stones, the records of which, 
bespeak the maritime character of the parishioners, and tell 
us of many a sturdy mariner laid low, and the good old ages 
to which they have attained, show that their manly and use- 
ful pursuits, are not unfavorable to longevity. 

We will now retrace our steps, and visit a strange looking 
building, half church, half dwelling, enclosed with lofty walls. 
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and standing near the ruins of the Grey Friars* Tower. — The 
ancient parts of this building are vestages of 

judging from what remains of the original structure, this must 
once have been a fine building in the style of the 13th century, 
called early English ; a few particulars of the changes it has 
undergone may not be uninteresting to the reader. 

It was founded by Bishop Turbus or de Turb, at the same 
time with the Chapel of St. Nicholas, and on the same terms 
and conditions, being appropriated to St Margaret's Church. 

There was in St. James's Church, a diapel dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity, and mention is also made of a Crucifix, at the 
east end of the said church. 

On the 25th of May, 1 399, St. James's Church-yard was 
the scene of Sir William Sawtre's public recantation, see 
page 40. 

In the 34th year of the reign of Edward III. an entry ap- 
pears on the town records being an order of the community 
^^ That the priests of St. James's Chapel should carry their 
holy-water from East Gates down the south side of Damp- 
gate, and through Webster's Row : and that the priests of 
St. Nicholas' Chapel should carry theirs from the said gates, 
down the north part of Dampgate." 

St James' being but a chapel of ease to St. Margaret's 
Church, its history prior to the Reformation is very brief, since 
that time the town records furnish us with items relative to 
its demolition and altered uses : the following extracts are 
from that source : 

1544. Dec. 17. Agreed to sell the plate belonging to 
St. James's Chapel, the money to be applied towards repair- 
ing the walls of this town, against the rage of the sea. The 
mayor and burgesses to pay yearly towards the repairing of 
the chapel £1. 6s. 8d. 
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1538. Feb. 2. Ordered that the Chapel of St James 
from the steeple downwards shall be taken down. 

1550. Jan. 24. An order for the sale of three bells at 
St. James's Chapel, towards buying ordinance and artilleiy 
for the defence of the town. 

1550. Nov. 16. Ordered by the consent of the parish- 
ioners that the Chapel of St James be taken down, and that 
the lead, timber and stone be for the use of the cor- 
poration, provided that the timber work of the quire be 
reserved, and covered again with tiles at their charge. 

The same year another bell from this church was sold, 
towards the repairing of St. Margaret's Church. 

1560. This year a deputation from the Lords of the 
council came to Lynn, to examine into the state of St 
James's Church, but were opposed and resisted by the 
corporation. 

1561. April 18. It was agreed that the transepts of 
this church should be covered with tiles. 

1568. Agreed that the Duke of Norfolk his Grace, shall 
have 20 loads of freestone from the chapel of St James, 
gratis. 

1582. June 1. The chapel in course of preparation for 
a work-house, at which time considerable sums of money 
were spent in making arrangements for the employment of 
the poor, in the manufacture of baize, a scheme that proved 
unsuccessful. 

1590. A petty sessions to |)e holden there three afternoons 
together. 

1591. April 26. Mr. Titley gave £100 to St James's 
work-house, to set the poor to work. 

1597. Sep. 29. The plague being in the town, it was ap- 
pointed that the sick should go to St. James's Church, then 
called the new house. 
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1612. March 30. Ten pounds per ann. was allowed for 
one to read divine service daily in St. Jameses Hospital — 
Service was to be read in the north end of the Hospital, the 
mayor and burgesses to provide seats. 

1613. Aug. 16. The wainscot ceiling in the fore-room 
of St. James's Hospital sold for £5, the money applied to the 
repairs of St Margaret's Church. 

1624. Aug. 7. The arms of England was taken from 
St. James'-House and set up over the door of Trinity-Hall. 

1645. St James' Church converted into a pest-house. 

At present this building is used as a work-house, and the 
curiously mixed styles of the exterior, are quite equalled by 
the variety displayed in the interior, where in the lower apart- 
ments you see, columns of the old church supporting flat 
ceilings ; in the upper rooms or dormitories, the beds of the 
inmates, contrast strangely with a boldly sweeping portion of 
one of the great arches that formerly supported the central 
lantern : well, — ^it is still gratifying to think that after all, the 
changes this building has undergone, it yet has something of 
a sacred character about it, that prayer is daily said within its 
walls, that orphans here find an asylum, that youth receives 
instruction, the hungry are fed, and that many an aged care- 
worn pilgrim, worn with the fatigue of life's rugged journey, 
here finds a shelter firom adversity, a season of rest, and an 
opportunity for reflection on things past, and of preparation 
for things to come. 

The principal churches having been described, 

^t ilttaftl of a^t Hairs at fbt illount 

will next claim its share of attention, and very great are the 
claims it has on the notice both of the architect and antiquary. 
— ^This remarkable, and I may say, unique building, now 
forms a conspicuous feature in thei public walks of the town ; 
leaving St James's Chapel, a noble avenue of stately trees. 
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forms the principal entrance to the walks. At the east end of 
this avenue stands a most picturesque gate-waj, and frag- 
ment of the old town wall, a few paces northward of which, 
stands the Chapel of Our Lady, on a mound thickly planted 
with varied shrubs. 

Considerable care will be required both on the part of the 
writer and the reader, in order to a thorough understanding 
of the peculiarities of this rare little structure. 

€tit lExtttiot 

walls are octangular, and are supported at the angles by 
buttresses which are pierced with ornamental arches. There 
are two doors which lead to curiously constructed stair-cases, 
and several square headed windows which give light to those 
stair-cases : on each side of the western door is a niche, the 
larger, one probably contained a figure of some saint, the 
smaller one may have been for hallowed water. The other 
door which stands more towards the east, has but one niche : 
the materials of the building are red brick and stone. 

In order to a clear conception of the subject, the reader 
must keep in mind two chapels rather than one ; the lower 
one which is within the mound, being more ancient than the 
upper one ; it must also be borne in mind, that the mound 
was probably raised when the upper chapel was erected, and 
that it conceals an outer wall, that was discovered during the 
recent restoration, but which unfortunately was not in such 
repair as to be kept open. Before this mound was raised^ 
the lower chapel, being on a level with the present walks, 
was entered by a door at the west, through an arched way, 
which the guide usually describes to his wonder-loving visi- 
tors, as a subterraneous passage, but which in point of &ict is 
not below the common level. 

To support my views, it will also be necessary to have a 
clear understanding of the relative situation of the chapel : — 
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the winding of a little rivulet on the east side of the chapel, 
points out the situation of a bastion of the old fortification^ as 
shown in ancient plans of the town. On this spot the chapel 
stands, and was without the town wall, which passed it on the 
west side, and was so near to it, as to admit of an entrance to 
the chapel through one of the arches of the wall, which may 
have been the original mode of access. In order to facilitate 
the description, we will suppose this entrance, which would 
be on a level with the present walks, still open ; passing 
through it we should reach the lower or most ancient chapel, 
shown in the annexed engraving, the form of the entrance arch, 
which is still open on the inner side, and the character of the 
materials of which it is constructed, identify it with the town 
wall, and are proofs of its early origin. This chapel only 
wants the altar, to render it complete. In the west wall is a small 
square niche probably for a lamp, over which is a tunnel or 
aperture for the escape of smoke, in early records we fre- 
quently meet with accounts of such lamps, provided to bum 
day and night before the altar. 

In the south wall is an obtusely arched recess, resembling 
those usually found in chancels, known to church antiquaries, 
as *^ Holy Sepulchres : '' the original arch, in which this de- 
pressed one was built, was more pointed in its character, the 
depressed arch was probably an addition of a later period, 
the form of the outer arch which may be traced in the wall, 
greatly resembles the arches of the town wall. A little 
eastward of this recess is a very small holy water stoup, near 
which is a priest's seat and a piscina. 

There is a square headed window at the east end, but no 
remains of the altar are left. 

In the north wall is a holy water stoup and a priest's seat 

as on the south side, also a small door-way in the lancet form 

which leads to a staircase, which by an ascent of fifteen brick 

p 
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steps, brings us to the east door or priest's entrance, which is 
on the top of the present mount, as shown in the exterior 
view of the chapel; passing which, thirteen more steps carry 
the visitor to the door of a very small cell, which was probably 
an apartment for the use of the priest, answering the purpose 
of a vestry. In this cell are two lockers or deep recesses in 
the walls, also a niche for a lamp and an orifice for carrying 
off the smoke, as in the chapel below. A small door on the 
east side of the cell, appears to have communicated with some 
passage, the nature of which, in consequence of extensive 
alterations made about the fifteenth century, cannot now be 
conjectured, — but by far the most remarkable feature in the 
priest's cell, is the crown of an old arch, on the south side, 
evidently the entrance to some passage, now filled up with 
rubbish, which appears to have had communication with the 
the chapel below. 

King Edward IV. is said to have lodged here during that 
troubled period of his reign, when he visited Lynn with 
about eight hunderd of his followers and friends, on their 
way to Holland. The apartments in this building would 
afford but little accommodation to a royal visitor, but the 
position of his affairs at that moment, might have induced 
him to claim within its walls, the right of sanctuary, which a 
building held so sacred, would doubtless afford to those, who 
went to offer at its altar. 

Leaving the priest's apartment we continue our ascent by 
a modern stair-case of wood, which leads to the south door of 
the upper chapel, by which the priest entered to officiate at 
the altar of '' Our Ladye/' originally this stair-case appears 
to have been continued to the roof of the chapel. 

We have now reached tlie upper chapel, and our offering 
shall be the meed of unqualified praise to its architect, peace to 
the manes of him that could design so fair a structure, he has 
left us nothing to wish for — before the destruction of its altar, 
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this architectural gem must have been without a flaw — 
Reader ! hast thou seen it ? — ^The writer could almost wish 
that he had not, that so he might experience again the delight 
of a first glance at its time-hallowed walls. 

This miniature church is in the form of a cross, measuring 
from east to west seventeen feet, and from north to south 
fourteen feet : it has an extremely rich groined roof, with fan 
tracery springing from four slender columns at the angles ; 
it receives light from quatre-foil windows at the cardinal- 
points, which are filled with stained glass, ancient, but not 
originally belonging to this chapel. The small circular piece 
with a merchant's mark, in the west window, was brought 
here from St. Nicholas' Chapel, in this town, where it for- 
merly stood in a south window, over the grave of William de 
Bittering, whose mark it is. The figure of the Blessed Virgin 
over the altar, may he the identical piece that originally 
graced the chapel, as it was found in a house in the vicinity, 
and when tried, proved to be of a suitable form. Near the 
altar on the south side is a piscina, and in other parts of the 
walls two niches for saints, and a hallowed water stoup, also 
a recess for a lamp, with an aperture for the smoke, as in the 
lower chapel. 

We will now re-conduct the reader by the way we entered, 
and passing round the exterior of the chapel, re-enter it by 
the west door or people's entrance, which leads to a stair-case 
entirely distinct from the one previously described. By an as- 
cent of twenty-seven steps, we reach a flat landing, which 
passes round " Our Lady's Chapel " on two sides and on 
part of a third. This landing which answers to the nave of other 
churches, was for the use of the people, who were only per- 
mitted to view the glories of the interior, through the little 
square apertures, three in number, so placed as to command 
a view of the altar. These openings are shown in the interior 
view. 
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Now^ as I sometimes like to carry the reader back to 
" Olden Tymes," especially when by so doing I can best 
illustrate my story, let him imagine the scene as witnessed 
by one of the numerous pilgrims that were wont to offer at 
this altar while wending their way to Walsingham : ascend- 
ing, the fragrant perfume of incense reminds him of his near 
approach to the venerated spot, and the subdued tones of the 
chant or prayer, faindy audible through the openings of which 
we have spoken, draws his attention to those apertures. 
What an imposing scene would meet his eye, — ^the beautiful 
forms of the interior, heightened by rich gilding and colour- 
ing, the altar loaded with offerings, sparkling with the light 
of the many tapers burning thereon. In his turn he deposits 
his gift, and passes on to the roof of the chapel, when he 
might again offer at the Holy-rood,* where the priest passing 
up his own stair-case could again meet him. 

The Gild of Our Lady, founded 1329. 3d. of Edward III., 
had a chapel which was probably the one mentioned in our 
account of this building, as the lower chapel, but its altar be- 
coming famous and the offerings there increased, through the 
visits of pilgrims to this town on their way to Walsingham, 
a more sumptuous chapel was erected in the fifteenth century, 
upon the walls of the earlier one : of the date of this, the 
upper chapel, we can speak with certainty as we have a re- 
cord of the event in the town books. 

" 1482, Sep. 29, Thomas Thorisby, Maior. 

Agreed that Robert Currance shall have licence to bilde a 
chapell upon the mount called the Lady hylle, w^ seche 
grounde as shall be leful, nothyng neyying the Comons of 
their necessaries, on this condicon that the seide Robert shall 

ffynd sufficient suerte unto the town as the counsel w*^ 

advyse. 

* In an old print, this chapel is shown sunnounted with a stone shaft, which 
I can only conjecture to have been part of a cross, — if such were the case, the 
present appellation Red Mount may be a corruption of Rood Mount 
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Observe^ in this entry the spot is called the Lady Hill, a 
name that it would derive from a chapel then existing, and it 
is also worthy of note, that the traditionary visit of Edward IV. 
was in 1469, a date prior to the above entry. 

Since the Reformation, this interesting building has under- 
gone a variety of changes: in 1638 it was used as a magazine 
for the town stock of gunpowder : — at another period it was 
converted into an observatory : — at another it was desecrated 
to the purposes of a stable, in all which occupations it suffered 
mutilation and neglect, through which it was fast verging to de- 
cay. From this impending fate it has fortunately been rescued 
by the joint exertions of the Revds. E. Edwards, and E. E. 
Blencowe, who in 1828 promoted a subscription which 
enabled them to do so much in the way of repairs, as it may 
be hoped will preserve the edifice for centuries to come. 

Another chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary formerly 
stood at the foot of Lady Bridge, to which it gave name. At 
the time of the dissolution it was bought (with three other 
religious houses) by the corporation, who sold it again as ap- 
pears by the following entry in their books, ''1569, Aug. 5., 
a house at Lady Bridge sometime our Lady's Chappell sold." 
It was afterwards used as a dwelling-house, until taken down 
about the year 1806 to widen Stonegate Lane. 

Before closing the account of the churches and chapels of 
Lynn, the following additional notices of them, being extracts 
from the town books, may with propriety be appended. 

lEttUfiimictA ^ppttaix.^ 

1432. Some time in February entered y"" officers of St. 
Margaret^s Church, bringing a certain mason along with them, 
declaring their intention to repair and amend y* Belfry of St. 
Margaret's Church, saying y* y* Belfry ought to be repaired 

* From Corporation records. The extracts are taken from a M. S. in the 
possession of F^derick Lane, Esq., the orthography of which is here retained. 
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and new built with two Arche-buttants ; to which advice 
y* whole congregation yielded their consent^ and ordered 
y* constables to go through y* Town and ask of every man 
how much they would be willing to give towarde y* 
building. 

1432. June 4. The Mayor hir'd a certain Chappel for 
y*" corporation : to perform divine service in, in the Church of 
St. Margaret's for y* year ensuing. 

1437. Jan. 20. The said day also in y" room of Robert 
Sadde, one of y** keepers of y" goods in St. Margaret's Church 
now discharged, was chosen Galfred Gatele to posses y"" said 
office. 

1438. March 10. The same day it was moved by y* 
Mayor y* there was some uneasiness amongst y* parishioners 
of y* town, upon account of one Hoste* remaining in y* south 
wall of y" cro3s isle of St. Margaret's Church, for a long time 
hid with stones. And it was moved by y* prior of y* Monks 
of Lyn, viz : Master John Formesete, whether with y® as- 
sent of y* mayor and council, and other parishioners of y* 
town, it should not be considered so far as proper and con- 
venient, how or in what manner it should be provided in this 
case. Refer'd to another congregation. 

1439. June 19. The same day it was agreed in order 
to y* repairing St. Margaret's Church, y* all and every y* 
constables with others along with them, shall go through 
their respective wards, to collect money of y* inhabitants, to- 
wards y® repairs of y° same. 

1444. Feb. 14. Ordered y* y* new clock shall be made 
to strike against y** great bell in y® Belfry St. Margaret's. 

1444. Nov. 13. Ordered y* y* clock shall be removed 
from y* new belfry to y* Lanteme where it was formerly placed. 

*The host was a round, white and flat wafer, consecrated in the Eucharist, 
and to fuUy understand the reason for the uneasiness of the parishioners on ac-^ 
count of the one found, we must rememher their belief in the real presence. 
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1480. Sep. 29. Agreed y* Comons shall inclose and 
fence in St. Margaret's Church, and take down y'' old roofe 
and y* lead of y* said church, and y" Executors of Walter 
Cony to make y" Cleer-stories on both sides of y* church, find- 
ing to y" same work, time, sand, stone and workmanship, and 
set up a new roofe, and hill y* same roofe with y* old lead, 
and glaze y* windows of y* said stories at y'' cost of y* said 
executors y" Comons to allow y® executors so much new lead 
as will finish y*" said roofe. 

1485. Sep. 29. John Tilly, Mayor. "The executors of 
Walter Cony granted £20 to y® making of a pinnacle to y* 
great steeple of St. Margaret's.'* 

1494. Sep. 29. William Amfless, Mayor. "Rich.Scowle 
gave in his will £40 towards making y"" south isle over i^Sb 
altar in St. Margaret's Church, which was paid Mr. Thos. 
Thorisby for that he had made y'' said isle at his charge 
and cost. 

The executors of Walter Coney brought in a cross of silver- 
gilt, with Mary and John : with a staff of silver-gilt, weigh- 
ing VIII. XX. xviTi. oz. (i.e. 8 score 18oz.) and a banner of 
cloth ; y* which crosse and staff y* said executors will give to 
St. Margaret's Church, in recompence of £24 given by 
Walter Cony, in his will and testament to y"" making a pin- 
nacle upon y"" cloister steeple of St. Margaret's Church, as 
appears by y* said will. So y* Mayor, etc. agreed to take y* 
cross with all y"" appnrtainances in recompensation of y* said 
bequest of £24. 

1518. Aug. 29. John Streame to have 13s. 4d. per ann., 
and his dwelling rent free for looking after y"" chymes and 
clock in St. Margaret's Church. 

1532. Sep. 29. Order'd that no corps be carry ed into 
y"" churches, but from y"" houses to their graves : when buried 
y"" ffriends to do obsequys, etc. for their souls, as please 
them. 
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1638. Richard Bewsheire, Mayor. On Christmass day. 
There is an obligation of an £100 ensealed and delivered to 
John Grindell, with a condition therein contained for y* 
yearly observeing and having of an ohitt y" ffiryday after 
Trinity-Sunday, in y* Church of St. Margaret's. 

The following inventory is without date : from this list of 
the furniture of one small chapel, we may form some idea of 
the former splendour of the whole church, if such a collection 
belonged to St. Leonard's Altar, what must the furniture of 
the high altar have been ? 

Ornaments belonging to y* Chappell of St. Leonard, in y* 
parish church of St. Margaret's. 

Imp', a pair of chalices and a mass book. A vestment of 
blue velvitt, for principall daies. A vestment of white damask 
for y® ffeast of Our Lady. A vestment of red for double 
ifeasts. A vestment of blue satten for Sundays. A vestment 
of white for every day. 3 Corpaxes with 3 cases. 1 Cloth of 
tissue, another black velvitt, y^ 3d. of satten, with cruets. 
4 Painted altar cloths. 3 above y* altar and 2 before y* altar 
and 2 altar cloths to be used dayly. 2 Altar cloths of diaper, 
with a plain cloth for feastivalls. 2 Carewetts with Candle- 
sticks standing on y^ altar. 4 Curtains, 2 green say and 2 
of dy'd linnen. 1 Candlestick with 3 branches for y® altar. 
2 Napkins for y*" altar. 1 Crucifix of gold and timber. 2 
Pax beeds. 2 Tables with a . . . . bell. A Pall to lay on 
y® grave. An altar cloth of satten. 

1560. Jan. 24. Ordered that y* 5 little bells which were 
in y"" little steeple of St. Margaret's, 3 at St. Nicholas', 3 at 
St James', and 2 at Magdalen shall be sold and with y"" 
money to buy ordinance and artilaiy for y* defence of y*" town. 

1564. March 10. The copes, vestments and other 
ornaments to be sold towards repairing y* Church of St. 
Margaret's, also 3 pair of chalices, and some broken silver sold. 
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The sale of the ahove named articles weighing 63oz. pro- 
duced 16/. 10^. Sd. " to huy three Caps for y* Comunion 
table.** 

1566. Nov. 12. The organs in St. Maigarett's Church 
and St. Nicholas' Chappell to be sold, y' money to be Im- 
ployed in y* Church and Chappell. 

1568. Nov. 6. Ordered that y* Crosses on y* steeples be 
taken down. 

1612. July 31. Trinity Bell at St. Margarett's to be 
cast. 

1643. An assessment for y* repairing y® Church windows 
which had been broken, and the painted glass taken down 
during the seige. 

1 660. An order for Aid. Ben. Holly to treat about Car- 
ving y"" King's Armes in St Margarett's Church. 

1664. The Biggest Bell in St. Margarett's steeple to be 
rung at 8 o'clock every Night. 

The following appendatoiy remarks relative to St Nicholas' 
Chapel, are from the same source.* 

1432. Jan. 9. A bill was presented by John Water- 
den, in w** he desired y* y*" Mayor, Aldermen, Burgesses 
and Corporation would vmte to y* Bishop of Norwich, y* y* 
Parishioners of St Mcholas' Chapel might have in the same, 
y"" Sacrament of Baptism, and y® Sacramental of Purification 
audit was requested by the said John Waterden, y* y"" desire 
of y"" Gentlemen so to be transcribed be sent under y^ seal of 
y* Corporation. And it was asked whether they eveiy one 
of them consented to it or not ? And it was cheerfully con- 
sented to by y"" whole Congregation. 

Jan. 14. A Letter was sealed and sent to y* Bishop of 
Norwich under y* common seal of y^ Corporation as follows. 

• Mr. Lane's M. S. 
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" fful warshipfull and reverent fadir in god. We your gostlj Children^ 

j^ Major, Alderman, Burgeyses, and all y® Commons of lynne, humbly recom- 

annd us to your good fadirhod. Besechyng y^ it like to your benigne Grace* 

be y^ avys of y* right discreet and religious personys your warthi brethem of 

y* Convent of Norwiche, at y^ reverence of God, in encresyng of his lovyng and 

devotion of y^ pepal, and for ye greet quiete and ese of your parissheners of 

y same town, to graunte, y^ y« Sacrament of Baptisme, and ye sacramental of 

purification, may be ministred to your parissheners aforesaid, in your Chapell 

of Seynt Nicholas in y^ said town, ye right of your minister, ye cathedrall 

churche of norwiche, and of Seynt Margaretes ye parissh churche of lynne, in 

all things alwey savid. Whiche good & holy deed shal cause you greet merite, 

for y* benefite y' we trust to god shal growe thereof. In witnesse hereof this 

present letter pattent, we here do sett our common Seel. Gyven in our gilde 

halle, y« ziiii day of January in y* x year of y^ reigne of Kyng Harry ye syxt. 

'4495. Sep. 29. A memorandum of Parcells belonging 
to y* Chappell." 

^ Impr. 2 Portows (i.e. Breviaries) one noted, another not noted. 

An Ordynall (Book of Orders.) 

3 Queers of a Mass Book of our Lady of y« Gift of Thomas Silton. 

A Primmer for a Priest. 

An Old Saulter. 

A Jell (Qy. Gill) Pot and 4 Creuetts of Pewter. 

A Chalice with a Pattent weighing 15oz. 

A New Mass Book. 

A Supaltare with a towell. 

An whole vestment with a white cross with Crowns and Starrs. 

An whole vestment of worsted Mottley with a Cross of Green and White 
Birds. 

An whole vestment of Black worsted with a Green Cross and a vine in y* 
middest 

An old vestment white for lentin. 

An old vestment Bay Chequy. 

A new vestment of Black Cloth of Gold with a Cross Gold, Bed in y« mid- 
dest, with Images of Gold and a Corporas. 

Three Corporas's. 

An Altar Cloth stainU 

An hanging before y« Altar of ye Assumtion of our Lady. 

Another Altar Cloth stain'd of our Lady Margarett and Mawdeleyn. 

Three Altar Clothes with a Frontell of red, another of Raye, another of Dor* 
sey with Birds. 

Another Old Altar Cloth with a flTrontell yellow. 

Two stain'd Clothes. 
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Three Alter Clothes without ff'rontells. 

Two washing towells. 

A washing towell of Diaper. 

A Candlestick of Latten. 

A Pax bead. 

A little table of our Ladj. 

Two sakering Bells. 

4 Cusheons, 

2 Lectemes and an old sconce. 

Two Cheste. 

An hanging Candlestick. 

A table for to say service. 

A box for singing Bread. 

A table with Prajers. 

" 1543. Sep. 2. Ordered that y' Guardians of St. Nicholas' 
Chappell sell their Plate, and y money therefrom arising to 
he hestowed and converted to y* Advancement of y* common 
wealth of this Towne. — ^Which plate was sold for 73/. for 
which y"" Mayor and Burgesses have granted Annuity of 40s. 
per annum to he levyed by y* Guardians for y* use of y* 
Chappell to be paid quarterly." 

"A Catalogue of y** Plate sold from St Nicholas' Cappell. 

Impr. 1 little Cross of Silver xyi one, 

1 Uttle Crosslett of Gold 

1 Cruett of Silyer Gilt ... ... viii 

1 Cruett of Silver Gilt 

1 Pair Censors Gilt 

1 Crucifix of Silver GQt 

1 Scrip of Silver 

1 Pyxe of Silver GQt 

1 Broken Cross of Silver p^ gilt 

1 Picture of Christ Crucified iii 

2 Knopps of Silver Giilt xvi 

\ Pyxe (jilt ... ... ... a*. ... ... •.• •*• zxi 

J^ «.a «•• a*. ... ... ... ... ... ... •«. Xvl 

1 Chalice Silver Cover gilt ... x 

4 Pattens SUver Gflt \ i^.. 

4 Chalices of Silver Gilt J 
Scepter part Plate 



•a. •*• ... ... 



••a ... a*. ... •»» .a. 



a.. aaa a. a a.. aaa 



a.. a*. .aa ••» a.. .aa ... 



•aa •»• .aa ... aaa »•• 



a.a mtt aaa 



u 



.a. aaa ••» .a « .a. 

a*. 



1 Chalice Silver Patten Gilt ... xm 
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••• ••• ••• ••■ ••• ■•• 



ye Bedys with a loop 

1 Holly water stock with a Strinkle hoxx 

1 Challice Silver with a Paten Gilt xliii 

" 1560. Three of y' bells sold to buy ordinance and artilery 
for y* defence of y* towne.** 

"1666. The ornaments of St. Nicholas' Chappel delivered 
in y" Hall and sold by y* assent of y* Parishioners." 

jC. s. d, 
3 Copes tissue, a vestment and 2 tonicks y« same to Mr. Gant 12 
A vestment changeable silk 
3 white damask Copes 
2 blae veMt Copes with bells 
A Cross Cloth to Mr. Ditchfield 
2 Copes and a vestment and 2 tunicks black satten 
2 white old damask Copes sold Mr. Mens 



••• ••• ••• •!• ■•■ ••• 



■ •• ••• ••• ••• .(t •«• 



••• ••• ••• ••• ••• Vt. 
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Before the great change of scene produced in Lynn by the 
Reformation, the halls of the various 

must have ranked among its most important features. " A 
Gild/' says Sir Henry Spelman, " is a society of certain per- 
sons confederated or living together, for the only pure cause 
of charity, religion, or for the trade of merchandise. It is a 
college, a sodality, or fellowship ; a brotherhood, or company 
incorporate ; or it is an adunation or a commonalty gathered 
into one combination, supporting their common charge by a 
mutual consent." 

In the endeavour to explain the nature of these Gilds we 
cannot do better than direct the reader's attention to their 
successors, the modem fraternities, of Free Masons, Odd 
Fellows, Forresters, &c., whose objects appear to be very 
similar to those of the ancient Gilds, that of a combination 
of their members, in a mutual provision for the exigencies 
and wants to which humanity is subject. Conviviality was 
one characteristic of the ancient fraternities, as appears by 
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the frequent mention in their rules of " Diynkings " at ap- 
pointed periods ; in this respect the modern gilds, who keep 
their vigils and holidays in taverns, are not a whit behind 
them; — ^with the duties of the ancient gilds, religion had 
much to do, but here I fear their modem successors, as a 
body, fall rather short in the comparison, their only resem- 
blance in this respect, being an annual visit on the day of 
their anniversary to one of the churches, on which occasion, 
they, like those of by-gone days, display their banners, flags, 
insignia, devices, mottos, badges, &c. that powerfully remind 
us of their ancient predecessors ; but there is one point, and 
that an important one, in which the resemblance is more 
striking : and this is by far their most amiable characteristic 
— ^the provision which they make for each other^s wants, in 
the cheerless season of sickness and adversity, and the aid 
which they supply in time of need, to the bereft families of 
their deceased bretheren. Who is there that is not disposed 
to excuse some of the whims and oddities of our modem fra- 
ternities, when he sees, as often may be seen in this town, a 
long procession of their members, linked in fellowship, and 
bearing some brother of their order to the tomb ? One feels 
a gratification while beholding the coffin with its sable pall, 
in the thought that its lifeless tenant has not died friendless, 
and that the widow and child that follow it, are not left un- 
aided in a time of need. 

The following Catalogue of the " Gildes in y* Towne of 
Lynn,*^ is from a M.S. in the possession of Mr. W. King, 
written about a centuiy since, and which appears to be the 
original M.S. of Mackerell's Lynn. They are numerated in 
the following order : — 1. St. George. 2. St. Erasmus. 3. 
St. John Baptist. 4. St Gyles and St Julian. 5. St 
Ethelerede. 6. St Margarett 7. St Anne. 8. The 12 Apos- 
tles. 9. St Christopher. 10. Our Lady. 11. StMichaell 
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y* Archangell 12. St. Nicholas. 13. St Awdreys. 14. 
St. Michaell and King Henry. 16. St Cyprian. 16. St. 
ffabian and Sabestian. 17. St. Lawrence. 18. St. Agnes 
19. Corpus Criste. 20. Trinity. 21. St. Andrew. 22. 
Holy Rood. 23. St. Lovis. 24. St. Austins. 25. St. 
Barbara. 26. St. Antony. 27. St. Stephen. 28. St. flFran- 
cis. 29. Shoemakers. 30. Red Gild. 31. St. William, 
trading to Northbem. 

There is much scattered information relative to the Gilds 
of Lynn, in the archives of the town. The ordinances of the 

aSfiim of &u <!Ss\tsi anm St Slulian, 

which are perfect and connected, are interesting illustration 
of the customs of these fraternities. 

In y« Honour of our Lord Jesus Christ and of our Lady Seynt Marie & of 
alia ye holy Company of Heaven & specialith of y« holy Corsayntis Seynt Gyles 
& Seynt Julian this Gild is ordeyn'd & begonnen y« year of y« Licamation of 
our Lord mi cco iiijxx mj. 

And this Gild shall be holden at Lenn y« Sunday next after ye ffeast of y* 
Apostelis Peter and Paul, that y^ Alderman and Gild Bretheren & Sisters of 
this Gild shall gone togedir to ye Church of Seynt James of Lenn, Orderly Ac 
Manly 2 & 2 togedir & Offer there at The Messes each Brother & Sister's ob. 
upon payne of a pound of wax. 

Also Ordeyn'd it is that ye Alderman of this Gild & also ye GUd Brothers Ac 
Sisters shal Dyen togeder every Generall day & eaeh Brother Sc Sister shal 
pay to ye Subsidie & Costages of this gild each year Bd. on ye Mom after y^ 
Generall day without any long abideing as well those that are Absent as those 
that are present Except ye Officers that is to say ye Alderman Skyreyns Clerk 
& Dean which shall no subsidie pay for ye time they are in Office. 

And also it is ordeynd that what Brother or Sister of this Gilde that is in 
ye Towne of Lynne, or in 40 miles Ac in hele — Ac will not come to his Gene- 
rall day Ac to his Momspech Ac do as is aforesaid nor make none attone for him, 

* he shall pay to ye Amendment of this Gild as oft sithes as may be on 

him 6«. Sd. without any forgiveness. 

And also ordeyn'd it is that what man that will bene a brothyr of this Gilde 
from this time aforesaid shall not be received but at ye Generall day or at ye 
Momspech Ac that he have two Bretheren to wittness with him that he is a Good 
man Ac Able Ac of good Conversation before ye Alderman Ac all ye Gilde Bre- 
theren : Ac he shall pay to y® Profitts of this house 6d, that is to say to y* wax 
2d. to ye Aldemian Ud, to y^ Clerke Id. to ye Dean Id, 
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And also each man that shall enter into this Gild for to he a hrothTT he shall 
pay for his entry to y« Increase of y« Chattells of y^ Gild 13t. Ad, & find a suffi- 
cient sum to pay it within y^ first year after his Comeing in upon pain of 

y« douhle or his for him. 

And also if any Brother or Sister of this Gilde he deed in ye Towne of Lenn, 
y^ Dean shall warn all y® Gild Bretheren & Sisters that are in y® Towne to go 
to y« Church with ye Corse and ofier each man a fiarthing, & whoso is Com- 
manded & is in Towne & in hele on this maner, & he shall not come nor do as 
is aforesaid, he shall pay to ye amendment of this Gild one pound of wax, and 
if y® Dean fail of Commanding ilke Brothir & Sister that is in Towne & none 
com and he shall payen Id, 

And what Brother or Sister of this Gild he dede in y« Contre or in any other 
place, as soon as y^ Alderman may wit it, he shall se y^ Dean warn all ye Gild 
Bretheren & Sisters that are in Lenn & in hele to go with him to y« Church of 
St James' aforesaid, & so sing a Messe for him that is dede as if ye Body were 
there present, & ofier in ye manner aforesaid, upon y« paine aforesaid, & whosoe 
he not in Towne, nor ofer in y® manner aforesaid, nor with ye Corps where it is 
horied, he shall pay at next Momspeoh after a fierthyng, and that shall he done 
for ye souls of him or hir that is dede hyye ordeynance of y^ Alderman & y^ Officers. 

And where that any y® Brethered dye in y» Contre & any of his Brethren he 
near him he 10 miles, he shall go to ye place whereat he is dede, & ordeyne & 
se that his goods he saved & kept & done for his soul as best is, & after y^ will 
of him that is dede upon ye payn of 6s. 8d. 

Also it is ordeynd that no Brother nor Sister of yis Gild shall Amerce no 
Emplead either in Courte nor in Consistory nor in non other place for no maner 
of cause, till he hare revealed his grievance to y^ Alderman or to his deputy & 
have lieve of him, upon payne of 2s., & if y« Alderman nor his deputy may not 
accord him, he shall gife hem leve for to persue y« same that way they hope best 
to spede. 

And also what Brother of this Gild that bete upon or Mysay other in Contre 
or in ony other place, & it may be proved onhym he shall pay to ye amendment 
of this Gilde, a stone of wax & make amends to hym that he trespass to. 

And if any Brother or Sister of this Gilde or other in strange place or in 

Coledge in power or in mischiefe through thieves or other sodeyne he 

shall releve him after yat his state is in. 

And whosoe trespass against the Alderman or any of y« Gilde Bretheren in 
time of Momspech or of drinke or of ony other time unskilfullich, he shall pay to 
ye amendment of this Gilde 6d., & make his peace yat he trespass to. 

And while the Gilde plener drynketh y« Alderman shall have every night 1 
gallon of ale, either Sky vans a pottle y« Gierke a pottle & ye Dean a pottle. 

And whoesoe is chosen in office of Alderman & he fibrsake his office he shall 
pay to y« amendment of y« Gilde 208. & each Skyven lOs. y« Dean 3s. 4d. & y« 
CIerke6d 
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And 7« Gierke shall have for his travail by y« year 38. (qy £,) k ye Dean for 
his Comans & for his travail by y« year 38. (qy £.) 

And whosoe discover y^ Connseile of this Glide to ony strange man or woman, 
shall pay to y^ amendment of this Gilde 10s. without ony fforgiveness. 

And whosoe enter in y* house where ye ale lithe without leve of the Officers, 
he shall pay to y^ amendment of yis Gilde 4d. 

And also ordeyn'd it is by y*' Alderman & y« Gild Bretheren that ye Skyveynes 
yat shall have ye Cattel of this Gilde in hande each of them shall find 2 sureties 
to bring y« Cattel of y^ Glide every Generall Momspech or their suretys for them 
& lay it down with y® encrease thereof afore y^ Alderman & ye Gilde Brothers 
each of them upon payne of y^ double yat he have received. 

Also it is ordeyn'd yat ye Brethren of this Gild shall be hooded in 

every year & have y® use of his hood 2 years, & whosoe refuse his hood or give 
it away within 2 years shall pay to ye amendment of ye Gilde 38. 4d. 

Also it is ordeyn'd yat no Brother in time of Momspech shall gone oute of ye 
Hall nor stand no roome in time of Momspech no of Diynke withouten leve of 
y^ Alderman in lettyng of ye officers upon payne of 1 tb of wax. 

And also ordeyned is that if any Brother of yis Gilde use snarlings false 
weights or measures or ony other such thing yat may be reputed as vilany to y^ 
company, he shall pay to ye amendment of this Gilde 20s. as often sithes as it 
may be proved on him without ony forgiveness. 

Also ordeyn'd it is yat this company shall have a Priest to sing for them, & 

each Brother & Sister shall pay each year to ye costage of ye Priest aforesaid 6d. 

Also it is ordeyn'd yat after ye Brethered Sc Sistirs have dyned togeder on ye 

Generall day ther shall no mo messes ben holden afterwards but bread & cheese 

Scdrinke. 

Also it is ordeyn'd yat whosoe will bene a Brothir of this Gilde he shall not 
be received but by y« Alderman & all ye company at y® Generall day, & yat he 
have 2 sufficient sureties of y« Gild as well of his entrance as of his good bery- 
ng & honesty. 

Also it is ordeyn'd by y« Aldemian & all ye Gilde Bretheren yat y« Aldemian 
shall caU up 4 men, which 4 men shall call up 8 men to them to gone on ye 
Election to chosen ye officers of y^ Gild yat is to say an Alderman, 4 Skyvynes, 
1 Clerk, & one Dean, but they shall no man chuse to none of these offices of 
them yat are of y® election for yat year, & also what brother rebelleth or letteth ya 
Alderman in y® first 4 callings, he shall be fined to ye use of ye company 20s. so 
oft as he so doth. 

Also ye Election have ordeyn'd at ye Generall Momspech in ye year of our 
Lord 1406, yat they yat come in as Bretheren shall there take his charge, and 
find sufficient secureties for their entrance yat is to say 13s. 4d., which shall 
belong to Lenn Holy Company abateing & also they that bene as Bretheren 
shall no subsidy pay at Lenn ye time yat they be Bretheren, but be lawM for 
them with yat subsidy to make them mery there & if so think to ye company as 
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bene moreprofitt to y« Glide to send home ye money of ye Entres of y« Bretheien 
yat comen in. 

Also it is ordeyn'd by y« Election y« first day of July . . . year of ye Beign 
of King Henry y» V. they hare ordeyn'd yat this Company shall none hooding 
have bat at every 2 year's end. 

Also ordeyn'd yat no man shall have hooding but be paid therefore as cometh 
thereto. 

Also it is ordeyn'd by y« same Election yat what Brothir dye of this Company 
he shall have sung for him 30 Messes for his soul, so soon as it is known yat he 
is dede, and yat shall be done after ye old manner of ye Alderman & y® officers 
yat shall be for y^ time. 

It is ordeyn'd by y« Alderman & all y« Brethren yat whad come into y« said 
Gilde shall pay 7s. 

Also it is ordeyn'd by y« Election of ye Company by y® Alderman and all 
ye Brethren yat y® Skyveynts shall find ally« Costs of y« house. 

These be y^^ names of y« flounders & Benefactors of y« Gild of St. Gyles & St. 
Julyan holden in St. James's Church in Lenn. 

Edmund BeUyter. Merdit. ^ ff^^ders ofyGfld of 

Thomas Constantjme, Esquyer I gevnt Gyles & Seynt 

Margaret, his daugluer f j^ Golden etc. 

Willm. Inott, Merch*. ) ^ 

Thomas Hullyett, Merchant Bob^ Braybroke, Merch^. 

Walter Coney, Merchant Willo*. Wallis, Merch*. 

Will°^. Nicholson, Merch^ Bobt. Scryme and 

John Soame Julyan his Wife 

• Bich. Evelyn, Merch*. Will". Amfles, Merch*. John Taylor, Mercht. 

Special Benefactors of ye said Gilde, and for all Bretheren & Sisters' Soules 
of this said Gilde, and for all Xtan. soules. 

The following extracts from documents relative to the 
transactions of this Gild, show that it was one of importance, 
and from them we also learn that it maintained an Alms or 
Bede house, situated near St. James's church. Though a 
wealthy company it does not appear that they possessed a 
hall of their own, hut this was prohahly the case with many 
others, and one hall may have served the purposes of several 
Gilds. 

1473. Delivered to John Waller a Whystle wt. 12^0^. y« gift of Bob<. Grynge 
to this fiellowship. 

1476. This day Comond of y^ Almes House by St. James's, and it is agreed 
that Willi°. Waller, Bob^ Braybroke, Tho>. Constantino, John Bambage, 

R 
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Rob^ Bastard & John Gillom shaU have ye oTersight of y« Almeshouse between 
this & y^ Generall day to ye ose of ye Gild. 

Also Tho. Constantino one of ye Brethren of this Gild as Executor to Mar- 
garett his daughter, heir to Edm<i. Bellyete hath graunted this same day to 
make a lawful estate of y« said Almes House in ffeesimple to such Persons as 
shall be named by ye Gild. 

1477. As for y^ Bule Sc keeping of y® Almeshouse & Vestments to be left to 
y* Alderman & 4 of y^ Bretheren. 

Whereas John Beed, Merchant, hath been misguided against y« Alderman k 
Officers, John Goodwyn, Mayor, & John Bunton, Alderman, have ordefd' he 
should pay 6t. Sd. for his Broke, which was paid accordingly, but was returned, 
on Condition he should give to y^ Almes house 2 new pair of bheets 2t. 4d. 
y« pair. 

The Skyvants to bear yo Charge of y® light before St. Julian's Altar. 

The priest to pray every Sunday for y« Brethren & Sisters of ye Gild. 

The Alderman to gather in ye debts of y« Gild, & to have 20d. to y« £. which 
debts are for repairing y« Chappell of y^ Glide & Almeshouse. 

Ordered that y« Bellman shall go about on y« even praying for y« Old Benefac- 
tors, & y« Benefactors to be written in y« Gild Book, & ye Bellman to have a list 
of their names, and that Tho. Tolyet be Bemember'd in y« Bederoll when 
y« Bellman goeth about. 

1482. Ordefd that ye Sisters be received into ye Gild paying their dutys 
without delay, and y« said sisters shall go with ye Bretheren to Church on 
y® Generall dales & dine with y« Bretheren y® same daies. 

1487. Given by y^ Gild to y« Prior towards repairing y« Chancell 6t, Sd, 
y« rest towards repairing y^^ Chappell of St. Julian and ye Alms house. 

Such Bretheren & Sisters as be in poverty & not able to bury themselves 
shall have ye Dean & wax at y® cost of ye Gild so they be clear in ye Gild. 

The Alderman to lay out jC2. lit. Id, in his hands toward repairing y« Almes 
house Sc Beding. 

John Soame, Alderman, gave £3, to y« Gild. 

At one of ye Generalls there was a vote in ye ffelowship for hoods, 42 was for 
hoods, & only 8 which would have none, whereupon it was agreed they should 
have hooding. 

In ye 28 year of y® Reign of King Henry VI. the Generall Momspech was 
kept at Corpus Christi HalL 

Cyprian Pouleson have taken into y« same ffratemity y® Charity company 
with ye ornaments pertaining to y« same. 

1488. The Alderman to have for making his dinner on y« Gild even for 
y« Officers & Minstrells 3«. 4d, a Bottle of Good Ale & 4d, in Bread. 

A BILL. s, d. 

The Aldermans' ffee 3 4 

The Keeper of ye Almes house, his ffee 6 8 
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t. d. 

Mess pence 8 

For sowing blanketts & sheets 8 

A Buckett to ye Almes house 5 

Straw to 7« Beds 3 

To Willm. lister Ahnes 4 

To Nicholas .... Ahnes 8 

To a Mason for a daies work 7 

His man 4 

Shmks 1 

For 3 pair of sheets 7 6 

2 Pair do 4 8 

3Mattrisse8 8 

For Mass pence at Oferings 4 

For y« Hearth makeing in y« Kitchen 1 

For a Lanthom in y« Middle of y« house 7 

For y^' Beds Bottoms 1 1 

Paid for j* souls of Nicholas Bardeny, Prior of 
Lynn, Willm. Wallitt, John Dean, and many 

more, each of them 2 6 

Bob^ Soame gave a Load of Oat Straw for Repairing their beds. 
Order'd that y« Keeper ring y« Bell at 6 of Clock at night, and there be pray- 
ers daily, & that y« Alderman visit y« Almeshouse onoe a month to se that 
nothing be amiss. 

1533. These be y® Lnplements pertaining to y« Altar of St Lawrence in St. 
James's Church belonging to y« Charity Company. 

ffirst 3 Altar Clothes. 3 Pillows. A Vestment of Cloth of Bawdekyn with a 
Cross of Cloth of Gold in y« midst^ A Printed Mass Book. 2 Latten Candle- 
sticks. One Altar Cloth before y« Altar stayned. 2 Stayned Curtaines. 2 
Bulls for Pardons. 2 Curtains of Damask. A Pall of Black Wursted, with 
I. H. S. of Gold Embroidered & a Cross of White ffustian in ye midst A Cru- 
cifix of timber with a foot A Blue say for y« Herse. 2 Great Candlesticks of 
Timber for y« herse with scallops Ac 4 Lron Baxrs at y« ffeet A Homhamessed 
with silver. 

N.B. The above Charity Company dwell in y« Bede house adjoining to 
y« above Almes house. 

An Liventory of ye Ornaments etc. belonging to y« Altar of St Gyles and St. 
Julian in St James's Church. 
Imprimis. A Cyprus hanging before ye AUar. 
Two pillows, one of Portrayed work with y« Holy Lamb. 
Another of Needle work with an Hart in ye midst 
Two Curtains of stain'd work with Angells. 
Two irons for y« Curtains. 
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An Altar Cloth stain'd with our Lady & her Child on her knee. 

A stain'd Altar Cloth with y« Salutation of our Lady. 

Three low Candlesticks Latten. 

Two Altar Clothes of Plain Cloth with Crosse of Bed silk with 8 a 

piece and c on y^^ comers of ye same clothes, and one of Bed silk in ye middle. 

2 Chests of Cyprus wood. 

Witnesses. S^. Will». fflinne. S'. Bich. Houghton. S^. The. Knight 
Priests with many others. 

An Inventory of yo Jewells belonging to y« above Gild. 

OB. dwt- 

Lnprimis. A Chalice of Silver & Gilt with Gold 

Pattantofy^same wt, 18 1 

A Great Maser with Print of St George 46 

A Maser with St Julyan & a Harte in y« bot- 
tom with a scepter 18 

A Maser with I. H. S. in ye bottom 13 

A Maser with Bich. Collyns' name 16 

A Home Hamissed with silver & Gilt with 3 

feet y« same 43 

A Scepter silver part gilt with a Chiistall stone. 
3 Table Clothes. 
These be y« Parcells belonging to y« Almes House for y« men. 
Imp>^. in y« first Chamber Called y^ schoolars' chamber a Mattriss stuffed with 

a bolster, one pair of blanketts, one pair sheets and one Coverlit White 

and black. 

In y« second Chamber. 
A Mattriss, 2 pillows, 1 pair sheets, 1 pair blanketts, and a Coverlett Bed and 
Yellow. 

In y« third Chamber. 
A Mattriss, a Bolster, one pair Blanketts, one pair sheets & Coverlett Blue 
and YeUow. 

In y« fourth Chamber. 
A Mattress, a Bolster, one pair Blanketts, one pair of Sheets & a Coverlett 
Bed and White. 

In y« fifth Chamber. 
A Mattriss, a Bolster, i pair sheets, 1 pair of Blanketts, a Coverlett Black 
& Yellow. 

In y« sixth Chamber. 
A Mattriss, a Bolster, a pair sheets, a pair Blanketts & a Coverlett Bed 8k 
Yellow. 

In y« seventh Chamber. 
A Mattriss, a pair sheets, a pair Blanketts & a Coverlett Bed Sc Yellow. 

In ye Woman's house. In ye first Chamber. 
A Mattriss, a Bolster, a pair of Sheets & a Covexlett 
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In y^ second Chambef . 
A MattrisSy a pair sheets, a Coverlett of Bed and Yellow : another Coyerlett 
White & Black. 

In y« third Chamber. 
A Mattriss, a Transome, a pair sheets, a pair Blanketts & a Coyerlett Bed & 
Yellow. 

In y« fourth Chamber. 
An Old Mattriss, a Daggeswayne &c a Coverlett White ic Green. 

In 7« fifth Chamber. 
A Mattriss, a Transome, a pair of Blanketts, a pair sheets, a Coverlet! Bed 
& Yellow, & another Bed & Green. 

In y« sixth Chamber. 
A Mattriss, a Bolster, a Blankett Lincy woUey, a Coverlett Bed & Black 
lind with WodmiU. 

Implements. 
A fforme with 2 feet, a Bake of Iron, Joynere Table, a Lanfhom to hang in 
y« Middle of y« house. 

Toy«WelL 
A Bnekett hooped with Iron, a Boile of Iron, a Chain of Iron with 9 finoks 
with a swivell of iron. 

Implements belonging to y* Women's house. 

lb. OS. 

Impr. a Brass Pott vft, 2 10 

An Old Brass Pott 9 

An Old Brass Pott 7 

An Old Brass Pott 7 10 

AlitdePott 6 10 

A Kettle without a Boik 7 

3 Old Pans 5 

A Pewter dish 1 10 

3 Old fformes. 

2 Old small Joyners Stools. 

An old little stoole. 

An Old Table with four feet 

An Old Joyuer's Chair. 

Iny* Kitchen. 
Impr. a Gridiron. 
1 Pair Cobbirons. 

1 Hanging Brandlett 

2 Spitts. 

A Chopping Knife 

A Hanging Lanthom with an Iron Chain & three fleet 
The Keeper of y« Almeshouse to ring y« bell evefy night from HaDowmasa 
to Candlemasa at Six of Clock at night, & lett in y« Poor folks and lock in 
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y« door all nigbt, and likewise to ring ye bell again at seTen of Clock of ye Mom 
and then to let them out, & in y« summer from Candlemass to HoUowmass to 
ring, Sc shutt in y doores at 8 of Clock at night & open them at 5 of y« morn- 
ing. 

MEMORANDUM. 
John Bishop of Ledence have granted to every Brother and Sister of y« ffira- 
temity or Gild of St Gyles & St. Julyan hdden in St James's Church in Lynn, 
that at y« time or season that any manner of Person or Persons do Intend to 
drink in St Julyan's Horn with good devotion are granted by y« s^. Bishop as 
often as they so do, 40 daies of Pardon ; which grant was confirmed by y« same 
Bishop in ye Mansion Place of John Baxter of Lynn, Grocer, in y presence of 
Cyprian Pouleson, Alderman, ye aforesaid John Baxter, Tho. Brampton, & 
other men, y« 5 day of August, in y« year of our Lord God, 1632, in y« 24 year 
of K. H. 8. John Powis, Mayor, & my Lord of Norwich Bich. Pykk y« Bishop 
did visit y« same time y« s<^. John Bishop was then snfiagan to my Lord West, 
Bishop of Ely. 

Crfnitfi min. 

By fax the most important of the Gilds of Lynn, was that 
of the Holy Trinity, which was the Merchants* Gild. It is 
said to have existed prior to the reign of King John. Its 
foundation as a corporate body may however be traced with 
certainty to the sixth year of the reign of that prince, when 
he granted by letters patent to the Aldermen and Commonalty 
of Lynn and their successors, a Gild of Merchants in the 
said town. And Henry III. granted that one of this body 
should be Mayor of the said town. 

Every member of this gild was bound to be present at St. 
Margaret's Church, on Trinity Sunday, when mass was to be 
sung for the souls of King John and Bp. John de Grey. 
The penalty for non attendance being a gallon of wine. 

It appears from an enquiry made in the reign of Richard 
III. as to their possessions, &c. that they had a place called 
the Common Stath, with its appurtenances^ valued at 
£42. 6s. 8d. per ann. clear, beside all reprisals. 

That the goods and chattels of amount in the whole to JC260. 13f. yix. in 
leady money £60. 13«. in di7er8e merchandise £200 ; and that in many books 
▼estments, chalices, and other ornaments for the chaplains of the said gild per- 
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forming divine service as well in the parish church, as in the chapels annexed 
to the said church, and that in wax for lights in the said church and chapels, to 
the honour and laud of the Holy Trinity yearly found, and for torches at the 
funerals of poor hretheren, &cc. of the said gild, and that out of the profits of 
the Common Stath, and out of the goods and chattels aforesaid, together with 
diverse goods and chattels bequeathed and left to the said gild ; the alderman, 
&c. sustain and find thirteen chaplains daily and yearly, to pray as well for the 
King, his ancestors, and for the peace and welfare of his Kingdom, as for the 
souls of all the aldermen, hretheren and benefactors of the said gild, also for 
the souls of all the faithful deceased, six of which officiated in the church of St. 
Margaret aforesaid, four in the chapel of St. Nicholas, and three in the chapel 
of St. James' in Lynn, who all day, as they are stated and appointed in the 
church and chapels aforesaid, celebrate high mass by note, and on Sundays and 
other festival days, celebrate mass at Mattins, and Vespers by note. And if 
any of the aforesaid chaplains neglects his duty and office, or is not of an honest 
life and conversation, when he has been admonished by the alderman, and does 
not amend, he is removed from the service, and the said alderman appoints 
another able and honest one in his place. And further, that out of the profits 
of the said Common Stath, goods and chattels aforesaid, many alms, deeds, 
and works of charity, were yearly given, which one year with another are com- 
puted at £30. viz. towards the support of the poor hretheren of the said gild, to 
the blind, lame, and other distressed persons, to poor clerks keeping school, and 
to poor religious houses, as well of men as women, to the lepers near and about 
Lenne, and in the repairs, &c. of the parish church and chapels aforesaid, and 
in the ornaments of the same, together with the alms given to the four orders of 
friers in Lenne, and to the maintaining of several aquaducts for the use of the 
said town ; all the goods and chattels aforesaid are in the hands of the said 
alderman, and of four men of the said gild called Skyveyns, who yearly distri- 
bute the said goods as aforesaid, and further that the hretheren of the said gild 
never had, or used any one suit oi livery either in their vestments, or hoods. 

If any stranger is wUling to enter in the fraternity, he ought to pledge into 
the hands of the alderman, lOOi. etjusp*dict. damua ; scil. to the alderman, 4d' 
to the clerk, 2d, to the dean, fid. and afterwards out of the 100«. pledged with 
the alderman and his hretheren, ad melius potent^ and shal} imme- 
diately give one sextary of wine, viz. lOd. 

2. If any brother has a son, or sons legitimate, who are willing to enter into 
the said firatemity, each one ought to pay for his entrance 4s. the aforesaid 
right being excepted. 

3. Whoever will enter into the said fraternity, ought on the first day of his 
admission to wait and serve before the alderman and the hretheren honourably 
in neat cloaths and of gold or silver. 
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4. The aldennaii is to have on the day of pentecost, one sextaiy of wine, 
and the dean half a sextary, the derk half, and each of the skivins the same day 
half a sextary, and e?ery day after as long as the drinking shall oontinne, the 
alderman shall haye half a sextary, the dean, clerk, and each of the skivins, one 
gallon, and each of the attendants half a gallon, at evening. 

6. If any of the bretheren shall disclose to any stranger, the counsels of the 
said gild, to their detriment, without the assent of the alderman, and his bre- 
theren, he shall forfeit the smn of 32 pence. 

6. If any of the bretheren shall fall into poverty, or misery, all the bretheren 
are to assist him by coomion consent out of the chattels of the house, fraternity, 
or of their proper own. 

7. If any brother should be impleaded, either within Lynn, or without, the 
bretheren there present ought to assist him in their counsel, if they are called, to 
stand with, and counsel him without any costs, and if they do not, they are to 
forfeit 32^. 

8. None of the bretheren is to come into the gild before the alderman, and 
his bretheren, with his cap, or hood on, or barefoot, or in any rustic manner, if 
he does he is to be amerced 4d. 

9. If any one should sleep at the gild, either at the general meeting, or their 
feasts and drinking, he is to forfeit 4d. 

10. If any one turns him rudely to his brother, or calls him by any rude 
name, to be amerced 4d. 

11. If any one is called and dted at a prime, (or general meeting) and does 
not come before the issue of the first consult, he is to pay Id. by order of the 
dean, and if he refuses, and sits down, he is to be amerced 4s. 

12. If any one shall be cited to the prime, and shall be found in the town, 
or shall come late to the drinking, and the dean shall say to him to be there at 
the next prime, and he does not come, before they begin to take judgement of 
defaults, he shall either make some reasonable excuse, or pay I2d. and if he 
comes before the de&ults are adjudged, and shall depart without leave, shall 
pay 12^. 

13. If any one of this house shall buy any thing, and a brother shall come 
in unexpectedly, before the agreement, or at it, he ought to be a partner with 
him that buys, and if the buyer refuses it, he is to be amerced half a mark. 

14. If any servant of the bretheren comes at the drinking, or the prime, he 
is to lay down the cap and cloak, and give it to the Janitor, to keep whilst he 
enters, and speaks to his master, and then he is to depart forthwith ; if it is at 
the drinking, let him drink once or twice, provided he does not sit, and then he 
is to depart, and if he does not, his master is to be amerced. 

15. If any one refuse to obey the precept of the alderman, or dean, for the 
honour and profit of the house, he is to be amerced 12<. 

16. If any poor brother shall die, the alderman and bretheren shall see that 
his body be honourably buried, of the goods, or chattels of the house, or out of 
alms, if he has not wherewith to bury himself. 
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17. If the aldennan shall die, none belonging to him, neither son, or other 
can act in any thing as alderman, but the bretheren may choose a new alderman 
whom they please. 

18. If any brother shall die, the dean is to summons all the bretheren to 
make their offerings for the soul of the deceased, and if any one is absent, he 
is to give one halfpenny at the next prime foUowing, for the soul of the defunct 
and the dean is to have 4d. of the alms collected for citing the bretheren. 

19. If any brother, or alderman, shall act contrary to the ordinances of the 
house, he is either to forfeit his brotherhood, or pay half a mark, for the good 
of the house. 

20. No one shall intrude himself, whilst the drinking continues. 

21. If any brother shall offend another brother in word, or deed, he shall 
make no complaint, but to the alderman first, and the mayor, if he does not, he 
is to be amerced half a mark. 

22. If the skyyins shall merchandise with the chattels of the house, no bro- 
ther shall have any part therein, but the whole profit go to the use of the gild. 

23. The skivins are to swear, when they receive the chattels of the house, 
that they will employ the same fiiithfully, to the good of the guild, and will folly 
account and answer for the profit 

Our limits will not allow of a detailed account of the other 
gilds ; Ihe ordinances by which they were governed were very 
similar to the rules of the Trinity-Guild. The present 

€ofnn ^sdl 

was anciently the hall of the Trinity-Guild ; it stands on the 
north side, and near to the west end of St. Margaret's Church, 
and consists of a basement and superstructure. The south or 
gable end^ which faces the road^ is built of stone and flint, 
laid in alternate squares, so as to form a chequered pattern. 
In the lower story are four small windows, two with square, 
and two with arched heads, the spandrils of which are orna- 
mented with the Tudor rose ; these windows formerly gave 
light to the aisles of the basement story, which are now di* 
vided into numerous cells in connection with the adjoining 
prison — ^in this division is also a small niche for a saint. 

In the upper story is a spacious window, divided by mul- 
lions and a transome, into several lights This window 

illumines the great or stone-hall, being the original hall of 

s 
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the Trinity-Gild — the hall room, card room^ council chambers, 
&c. are modem additions. 

The grand entrance to the hall is by a staircase on the 
west side, built in a fine Elizabethan porch, the elevation of 
which consists of an arched door- way, surmounted by a large 
square window, which gives light to the staircase, over which 
is the arms of Queen Elizabeth carved in stone ; and over 
this, to guard against the possibility of any mistake as to the 
loyalty of the good old town of Lynn, the corporation did on 
the 7th. of August 1624, set up another regal coat, with its 
lion and its unicorn, this was taken down at that period from 
St. James's, now the workhouse. Although the writer would 
be the last to complain of a superfluous display of loyalty on 
the part of the good burgesses of any town, he would not, as 
a matter of taste, object to the removal of this additional 
arms, in the event of this structure undergoing at any time 
the restoration which it merits. 

The stone-hall has lost much of its original character, and 
with it much of its architectural interest ; neat as it is, the 
judicious visitor will regret its changed appearance, for he 
will look in vain for its ancient roof, its side windows, and 
many other appropriate appendages that graced it in '^ olden 
tyme." Still there is enough left to tell a tale of other days, 
and to remind us of its many uses. Successive years roll on, 
and each brings its various civic changes ; to-day a new mayor 
graces the magisterial bench, his brief year of office soon flits 
by and another fills his place. In the morning the hall looks 
grim with the stem arrangements for the quarter-session, 
grave judges expound the law, learned barristers plead, and 
offenders tremble at the bar of justice ; in the evening the 
scene is changed, the legal trappings removed, and brilliant 
lights, cheerful music, and smiling faces succeed. In the 
morning supplicating poverty solicits relief — in the evening 
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loaded tables groan under the weight of some civic feast — 
groan did I say ? once groaned I should have said ; for 
corporations are not now, what corporations were ten years 
ago. Let him that doubts it descend with me to the kitchens 
of this ancient hall — there all is still, cooks, scullions and 
waiters have forsaken it — there he will see coppers from 
which no savory steams arise, gaping chimneys that long have 
ceased to smoke, ranges with corroding bars, rusty spits, 
damp walls, and dusty tables. How changed, methinks I 
hear him say — and if he wishes to know the why and the 
wherefore, let him read the New Municipal Acts, their pages 
will unfold the mystery. Just ten years have passed, since 
two of His Majesty's Commissioners visited this hall, and 
there day after day for one whole week did they hold their 
court, prosecuting their merciless enquiries about charters, 
and charities, and patronage, and property, and votes and 
voters, as may be seen in a printed report of some hundred 
and a half octavo pages printed at the time. I shall not 
trouble my reader with all that then passed, both in this, and in 
other towns ; but true it is, that a close connection appears 
to exist between this event, and the present altered state of 
the culinary affairs, not only of this, but of all the kitchens of 
all the corporations, in Her Majesty's domains. 

Talking of civic feasts I am reminded of that lion of Lynn 

Through the kindness of Miss Goodwin, I am enabled to 
lay before the reader, a faithful portraiture of this elegant 
specimen of early art, but it wants the glowing tints of that 
talented lady's palette to do full justice to it. 

This goblet, when filled with good old sack, might tempt 
the steadiest advocate for abstinence to break his pledge, 
especially if the toast were Victoria, and who could severe- 
ly censure him for the offence, if conmiitted under such a 
three-fold temptation. 
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This cup is of silver gilt, embossed and enamelled, and 
together with the cover weighs 73 ounces; the annexed 
etching will convey a better idea of its general form than any 
description. The enamelled compartments are enriched with 
figures habited in rich costumes^ apparently engaged in the 
ancient sport of Hawking. 

Tradition says, that this cup was given to the Corporation 
of Lynn, by King John. After the most careful examination 
of it, I must say, that the evidence appears to be against the 
truth of the tradition ; as the whole design appears to be the 
work of a later and more refined era. The costume of the fe- 
male figures displays the graceful elegance of dresses of the 
time of Edward TIL, and the ornaments, part of which are 
decidedly of an architectural character, belong to the deco- 
rated period. The ball and point on the top of the lid, are 
evidently additions of the time of King James, and the leaf 
ornament round the rim of the lid, appears to be the well 
known Tudor flower, of the time of Henry VII. 

Again it may be urged on the other side, that the tradition 
is an old one, and can be traced back to the time of Edward 
VL, as appears by the following extract from the Corpora- 
tion records : — 

'* 1548. Feast of St Bartholomew. Plate delirered to j^ Mayor. 

ox. 

A Cap called Kin^ John's Cup with a cover enamell'd wt 40 * 

A Gilt cup with a cover 25 

A (loz. spoons with acorns 16 

A Cup with a pelican in y* bottom 12 

Tho. Moss hath received a harness of doth of Gold and a Dragon to be kepi 
to y* use of y« Comons. 

" 1595. May 7. King John's Cup and a Plate of y^^ Towns, to be sent to 
London, that y® L^ Treasurer may see it" 

The art of working in metals was carried to great perfec- 
tion at a very early period ui this country. A large cup of 
gold^ made by a goldsmith named Baldwin, by order of the 

* The weight as here given, differs very much from the present weight 
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Abbot of St. Alban's, is described by Matthew Paris, as being 
adorned with flowers and foliages of the most exquisite work- 
manship. Native artizans were always to be found to execute 
the vessels required in the services of the church, and the 
costly and curious ornaments with which the shrines and altars 
were adorned. 

This cup, which holds a fall pint — was usually filled with 
sack at civic festivals, when all present drank from it with 
certain ceremonies, to the health of the King or Queen. 
The wassail cup at feasts, is of considerable antiquity ; and a 
grace cup is frequently spoken of, as being kept in the refec- 
tory of monasteries, out of which tlie monks, after grace every 
day drank round the table. 

Other cups are mentioned in the Corporation records, from 
which the following extracts are taken : 

"1612. August 29. A double gilt cup y" gift of Alder- 
man Bassett was brought into y'' hall, weighing 33^oz. 

" 1614. June 20. Two double gilt cups y* gift of Aid. 
Sendall, were brought in but were delivered to Mr. Mayor, 
to have Mr. Sendalls armes put thereon. 

There is also another cup in the possession of the Mayor, 
called the Caudle-cup, a vessel formerly used in the event of 
the Mayoress adding to her lords honours diuring his may- 
oralty, that of an increase in his family circle. 

Continuing our notices of the Regalia of the Corporation, 

which is usually carried before the Mayor on all state occa- 
sions, will next demand attention. This like the cup is said 
to have been the gift of King John, — here as in the case of 
the cup, the evidence of its being the gift of that prince rests 
on tradition. Bishop Gibson in his additions to Camden, 
objects to this claim for its high antiquity, — first because 
King John did not grant a Mayor to Lynn, but only a 
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Provost ; and secondly because the sword is not mentioned 
in King John's Charter. But finding mention of it in the 
Charter of Henry VIII., he concludes that it was the gift of 
that King. The Bishop's reasons do not appear to he suffi- 
ciently cogent to invalidate the tradition, supported as it is 
by records proving that a sword was used long before the 
time of Henry VIII. 

It is known that a sword has been carried before the 
Mayors of Lynn, from the time of King Henry III., and the 
following extracts will prove its existence long before the 
period assigned to it by Bishop Gibson. 

1446. Aug. 5. Ordered y^ same day y* y^ Sworde of y^ Mayor shall be car- 
ried before him point upwards or erect, as our Lord r King granted to y* said 
Mayor, y® last time he was in y« Town. 

1446. Aug« 9. It was showed to our Lord King Henry y« sixth, by Thomas 
Salisbury, Mayor of y« Town of Lenn, y* y« Sword of y« Mayor was carried be- 
hind him on y® contrary way, contrary to y« custom of London, Oxford, and 
other good Towns of y« Kingdom of England. And ye said our Lord y^ King, 
from his great zeal, love, and goodness, to y^' said Mayor and out of his special 
favour, granted to y® said Mayor and his latest successors, y« Sword of every 
Mayor shall be carried before him with y« point erect or upwards. And he 
further granted, y^ he who shall carry y« Sword of y« Mayor before him, shall 
have his hat upon his head agreeable tcwy^' King^s writ. 

1446. Sep. 28. At a congregation held in Corpus Christi Hall, the same 
day in y« afternoon, at y^ Hall aforesaid, it was granted and ordered y^ y« sword 
of y^ Mayor shall be carried before him with y® point erect or upwards, and y* 
Sword Bearer shall be paid at y^ expence of y« Corporation: and in like manner 
shall have his freedom at y« expence of ye congregation. 

1446. Nov. 4. Ordered that Thomas Salisbeiy do ride to London at the y* 
cost and charge of y* Corporation, and y^ one of y chamberlains of y« Towne 
do ride along with him, and pay y® said costs and charges. And y* he bring 
with him y« King's letter under y« privy seal for y^ Mayor, to have y^ sword 
carry'd before him. 

1446. Nov. 20. Sunday in y« afternoon, four men were ordered to be chosen 
to ride at y® charge of y« Corporation, to London to y« Bp. of Norwich, about 
y^ affair of ye Sword being carried before y^ Mayor. 

1446. December. The same day it was read, how y* it had been shown to 
ye Mayor and Corporation, by Thomas Salisbery, late Mayor of ye town, yt our 
Lord ye King, at his last oommg to town, did at ye instance, desire, or request 
of Thomas Salisbeiy aforesaid, and out of his special grace and favour, grant to 
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y« Mayor and Corporation of y« Town yt for y« future ye Sword of ye Mayor 
should be carried before him, with y« point erect or upwards, as in y« congrega* 
tion held on y« v***. day of August last past does fully appear. And y* hereupon 
y« said our Lord y« King, did dismiss or send away with y® said Mayor a certain 
letter wrote in parchment seal'd with y« King's own signet directed to y« Bishop 
of Chichester, keeper of y« Privy Seal, or his deputy in his absence, about ya 
carrying of y« said Sword of y« Mayor. And afterward y« said Lord y« King, by 
his Privy Seal strictly charged and commanded y^ y« Sword of y« Mayor shall 
not be cany'd before him after any other way, manner, or form, than what used 
to be before his coming, to Lyn. The purport or tenor of which follows word 
for word : 

By the Kyng. 

Trusty Sc Wdbelo^ed. We be enformed by the Worshipfull fadir in God 
the Bishop of Norwich, Lord of the Burgh and Towne of Lynne, that under 

coloure of youre late made unto us at oure beyng there, to have a Sworde 

and a Mace to be boren byfore y« Meire of the said Burgh for y« tyme beyng : 
y* the Meyre of y® said burgh have a Sworde and a Mace boren byfore you, 
otherwise than was don byfore our beying there, notwithstandyng y« have no 
lettres patiuts of oure graunte so for to do ; the which is ayenst the fourme of 
our lawe, and prejudicial to y« said worshipful fadir in God and to his Chirche 
of Norwich as be enformed. And howbeit that we were endyned to youre 
desire in this behalf, yit it was not, nother is not oure entent, to prejudice any 
ptie and namely y« Chirche, for by oure oth made at oure coronation, we be 
bounde to supporte and mainteyne ye Chirche, and y« ryght thereof. And there- 
fore we wol and charge you mure straitely, that all excusacions left, y« cease 
from hens forwarde to have any Sworde or Mace to be bore before you other- 
wyse than was used before oure beyng there. And we charge you straitely the 
comonalty of y® said Borough, that y* suffer not the Meire that now b and yat 
for y« tyme shal be, to have any Sworde or Mace to be boren before him in y* 
said borough, otherwise than was used before oure last Being there. Geren un- 
der oure prive seal at Westminister, y« viii. day of November. 

1449. This year y« Sword was carried before y« King by y« Mayor. 

The Charter of King Henry VIII., orders that the sword 
should again he home hefore the Mayor agreeahlj to ancient 
custom. 

This sword was repi'esented in stained glass in one of the 
north windows of St. Nicholas' Chapel, together vi^ith the 
Town Arms. 

In 1650. The King's Arms was ordered to he removed 
fit)m the scabhard of the sword, and the states arms put 
thereon. 
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There are inscriptions on the hilt of the sword, of which 
Sir Henry Spelman in a paper dated Sep. 15, 1630, says, 
one Thomas Keuet, town-clerk of Lynn, assured him, that 
John Cook, sword-cutler, in 1580, went to Mr. Ivory, the 
school-master of the town, and desired him to compose an 
inscription, to be engraven upon the hilt of the town-sword, 
to this effect, that King John gave this sword to the town. 
Hereupon he caused the person who gave this information, 
and was then his scholar, to write these words : 

Ensis hie Donum fuit Regis Johanxiis, 

a suo ipsius Latere datam. 

King John took this sword from his own side, 

and gave it to this town. 

On the other side of the hilt is " Vivat Rex Henricns 
Octavus, Anno Regni sui xx." 

In early records we find mention of hut one Mace, hut at 
a later period two are spoken of. In 1651 it was ordered 
that the King's Arms should be taken off of the Maces. In 
1654, two new Maces were made with the states arms, at the 
cost of £27. 7s., and in the month of August following, two 
more were made at the cost of £32. 2s. 6d. 

In 1661, May 24, there is an entry of the payment of 
£28 8s. for four new mace heads at eleven shillings per oz» 

The maces now in use, four in number, are of silver gilt, 
and appear to have been either made or altered in the reign of 
Queen Anne, whose initials A.R. are upon them. These with 
the sword and staff give a considerable air of dignity to the 
processions of the mayor and corporation on public occa- 
sions. 

" 1647, Oct 7. Ordered that ye Comon Gierke y« Sword Bearer and y* four 
sergeants shall have Liveries of 6s. per yard and y* Waites and Porters to have 
liveries at 4s. 4d. per yard.' 
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Formerlj, the Mayor was atteuded on public occasions 
by a band of Musicians, called 

The chains worn by these functionaries are still preserved in 
the iron safe, in the new council chamber ; they are of silver, 
and attached to them are shields on which the town arms are 
engraven. The nature of their office and duties, will be best 
learnt from the following extracts relative to them, taken from 
the corporation books : 

** 1547. Oct. 7. The Waites to have a livery at four shillings and fonrpence 
per yard. 

^ 1583. Oct 4. The Waites to go about y^ towne erery morning except 
Sundays, from y« 20 of Oct to y« 25 of March using y^ instruments of Waites, 
and attend on y^ Mayor on Michaelmas day and at such other times as they 
shall be called either to Mr. Mayor's house, or to Musters, or such like assem- 
blies, with proper instruments, and to have 20s. per ann. each, and for their 
Liveries 208. they to use y* Townes set of instruments, with y* Collars and y^ 
Trumpetts." 

** 1594. Oct. 14. Delivered to y^ goldsmith ye three chains for y« Waites, 
weighing 17 oz. to have two others made like them." 

*' 1611. Jan. 24. Ordered y« Waites to have 40s. added to their sallaiy 
to make up j£l0 per Ann. they to maintain 5 in their company. 

'* 1639. Jan. 27. The Waites to give bond for their chains not exceeding 
£30. and to have new liveries against every Mart. 

In a small apartment over the entrance to the Town-hall, 
is a curious piece of antique furniture called the 

iSttcltins Sktooh 

From the days of the famous Xantippe of scolding notoriety, 
down to the present time, there appears always to have been 
a portion of the daughters of Eve, subject to the failing of 
unruly tongues ; for the cure of such offenders the Corpora- 
tion of Lynn provided the above named remedy, which con- 
sists of a strong wooden arm-chair, iron bound at the joints, 
having three iron bars attached like chains to a scale^ and 
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terminating in a loop at the top, by which it was suspended 
to a beam. Into this chair the angrj patient was placed, 
and the beam being lowered, she was dipped over head and 
ears into water, the operation being repeated till the cure was 
effected. The ducking stool stood at Purfleet, and the last 
gentlewoman who receired the honour of immersion there, 
was one Hannah Clarke, who, says the chronologist, was 
ducked for scolding. 
In the iroQ chest in the new council room are deposited 

granted in various reigns to the borough of King^s Lynn, 
most of them are beautifully illuminated on vellum, and the 
attached seals in a high state of preservation: they are 
enumerated in the following list : 

6th of John.— 17th Henry III.— 39th Heniy III.— 52nd 
Henry III.— 9th Edward I.— 32nd Edward I.— 6th Edward 
II.— 9th Edward III.— 4th Henry V.~16th Henry VIII. 
—29th Henry VIII.— 1st Edward VI.— 2nd Edward VI. 
— 1st and 2nd of Philip and Mary. — 4th and 6th of Philip 
and Mary. — 2nd James I. — 17th Charles II. — 36th Charles 
n.— 11th George II. 

The limits of this work will not admit of the insertion of 
the whole of these charters, but that of King John claims a 
space on the score of Antiquity : the translation is as follows: 

&bixttx of Itins Sioj^n^ 

John, by the gmoe of God, King of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Nor- 
mandy and Aquitain, and Earl of Anjou, to the archbishops, bishops, abbottSy 
earls, barons, justices, sheriffs, prorosts, ministers, and all bailiffs, and other 
his faithful subjects, greeting : 

Enow ye that we h&^e granted, and by our present charter confirmed, at the 
instance and petition of our Tenerable father John, the second of that name, Bis- 
hop of Norwich, to the Buigesses of Lynn, that the borough of Lynn should be a 
firee borough for ever, and have soc and sac, tol and theam, and infangenthief and 
outfangenthieC And that the same burgesses through our whole land and through 
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an the sea-ports, be quit of toll, stallage, passage, paage, pontage, lastage, and of 
leve, and of Danegeld, and ereiy other castom, saying the liberty of the City of 
London ; and that they do no suit of counties or hundreds for tenures within the 
borough of Lynn ; and that none of them shall fight the combat. And that they 
may try the pleas of the crown amongst themselves, according to the law and 
custom of Oxford. And that within the borough aforesaid, none shall take 
quarters by force, or by the assignment of the marshals. And that in that 
borough there shall be no plea of miskenning; and that a Hustings Court be 
holden but once a week. We have also granted to them a merchant gild ; and 
that they shall justly have their lands and tenures, their securities, and all their 
debts which any one shall owe them. And concerning their lands and tenures 
which are within the borough aforesaid, it be right for them to hold them ac- 
cording to the law and custom of the borough of Oxford : — and concerning all 
their debts which shall be contracted at Lynn, and securities made there, the 
pleas shall be held at Lynn. And if any one in all England, shall take tolls 
or custom firom the burgesses of Lynn, except the city of London as above, and 
afterwards that person shall fail to assert his claim, the Provost of Lynn shall 
take out the writ of Naam at Lynn. 

Moreover for the amendment of the said borough of Lynn, we have granted, 
that whatever merchants shall come to the borough of Lynn with their wares, 
of whatever place they shall be, whether foreigners or others, who are at peace 
with us, or by our permission shall come into our land, they may come, stay 
and depart in our safe peace, on paying the right customs of that borough. We 
also prohibit any one firom doing injury, or damage, or molestation to the afore- 
said burgesses on pain of forfeiting ten pounds. 

Moreover we grant to the same burgesses, that if they should doubt in any 
point, or dispute what they ought to do, that they may send their messengers to 
Oxford about it, and what the burgesses of Oxford shall determine, shall be firm 
and valid. 

Saving always to the aforesaid John, Bishop of Norwich and to his successors 
and to William, Earl of Arundel and his heirs, their liberties and customs which 
in the aforesaid town of Lynn, they of old have held, and ought to hold. 

"Wherefore we will and strictly command that the aforesaid burgesses of Lynn, 
and their heirs, have and hold for ever all things aforesaid, hereditarily, truly 
and peaceably, freely, quietly, and wholly, fully and honourably, as aforesaid. 

Witnesses : Jefirey Fitz Piers, Earl of Essex ; William, Earl of Salisbury ; Wil- 
liam Briewerr ; Thomas Basset ; Alan Basset ; Simom de Pattershall ; William 
de Kaunlilup ; James de Potena ; John de Stokes ; Andrew de Beauchamp. 

Given under the hand of Hugh, Archdeacon of Wells, at Lutgarshall, 14th 
Sept', in the sixth year of our reign. 

The various other charters given to this town confer to the 
borough, the Guild-hall, Civil Courts, and a Court Leet, — 
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the privilege of holding two Fairs, — Grant of certain lands, 
subject to keeping up the banks or fences, &c., &c. 

By the Charter of Philip and Mary, South Lynn was an- 
nexed to St. Margaret's Parish, also the manor of King's 
Lynn was granted by the Crown to the Corporation, and 
large possessions were also granted of lands and rents, which 
were formerly held by the Bishop of Norwich. 

The charter of Henry VIII is called the governing charter. 

Before leaving the Town Hall, we must offer to the notice 
of the readers a few curious extracts from the town records, 
relative to customs now obsolete, selecting only such, as 
differ remarkably from modem usages. 

1520. Artificers and Labourers unemployed were to stand for hire, at the 
comer of Checquer Street for one hour, at the accustomed time for going to 
work, or be punished as vagabonds for neglect 

1536. There was a nightly watch consisting of one Alderman and Consta- 
bles, assisted by twenty able persons who after 10 o'clock locked up all disrepu- 
table persons found abroad. — The gates were closed from 6 o'clock at night to 
the same hour in the morning, and each guarded by men armed, the keys being 
delivered into the custody of the Mayor. — Every house-holder was bound to 
hang out a light in front of his house, on notice given by the bellman, or forfeit 
4d for neglect. 

1546. The prices of various articles sold were regulated by Assize, and 
persons refusing to sell at the prices fixed were fined. — No bakers were to 
make any manchet for public sale except to order. 

1555. None but those licenced by the Mayor were to sell fish in the market 

1556. The three public brewers fined "/or that they left off brewing whereby 
y^ King ^ Queen*i subjecti lacked drinke in this most dangerous time of sickness. 

1562. Carpenter^s wages fixed at lOd. per day, inferior hands, 7d., tylers and 
masons 7d. per day, labourers 5d., without demanding shinks, 

1580. The Mayor and Becorder were to sit at the sessions in scarlet gowns, 
and the wife of the Mayor and the wives of past Mayors to wear ** ffirench hoods* 
upon Sundays, and scarlet gowns were also to be worn by them and the Alder- 
men's wives upon pain of a fine of 40s. on every person whose^ wife shall neg- 
lect to do so. 

1613. Robt. Revitt was appointed post to London and to have 40s. per ann. 
sallary, and to wear a cloth coat with the Tomi Arms thereon, that he might be 
known to be the Lynn Post 

1657. Poor people were nominated by Churchwardens, to beg in the town, 
and were to have badges to wear when so engaged ; the badge a rose. 
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Annexed is a plate of the Corporation and other 

iBt&tial Sbtalsi* 

No. 1 is the CommoD Seal of the corporation ; it has on 
one side the figure of St. Margaret, trampling on a Dragon 
and wounding him with the Cross. Inscription : 
Sub Margareta teritur draco, stat cruce leta. 
Reverse an Eagle standing on a label inscribed 

In principio erat verbum, 
and surrounded with the words 

SiGILLUM COMMUNITATIS LENNIE. 

The earliest record to which this seal is attached bears date 
1300. 

No. 2. The Mayor s Seal. 

No. 3. The seal of St. George's Gild. 



No. 4.^ 
No. 5. 
No. 6. 



Seals of the Augustine Priory from a deed bear- 
ing date 1387. 

No. 7. Seal attached to Probates of Wills, date 1 303. 
This work would be very incomplete without some notice 
of the remains of 

^ncimt Momtsitic ^tcbitttUtxt 

yet to be found in Lynn. Several of the old timber framed 
houses of the 15th. Century still exist, and if allowed to do 
so, will yet stand the test of many a year to come. In these 
picturesque dwellings of our forefathers, utility and durability 
were first considered ; uniformity of design does not appear 
to have been essential, as the gables and windows are fonured 
of very different sizes : such portions of them as admitted 
of ornament were frequently carved with figures and devices 
in bold relief. 

Wbt jl^ousit of mtAttK iEontSi 

shown in the accompanying engraving, is a characteristic 
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specimen of the style of this period. It stood till tbe year 
1816^ at the comer of High Street, near St. Margaret's 
Charch, on the very spot where now stands the office for this 
publication. The plate of details shows the ornamental por- 
tions of the exterior, the handsomely carved comer post there 
shown, are now in the possession of Daniel Gumey, Esq., 
of Runcton. One of the pieces, on which is carved the arms 
of Lynn, with a remarkable difference in chief, may still be 
seen affixed to the front of a house in Church Street. When 
Mackerell wrote his history of Lynn, one of the upper win- 
dows of this house was enriched with four shields. — 1. The 
arms of the town. — 2. A merchant's mark. — 3. Armorial 
bearings of St. George's Gild. — 4. Argent a chevron gules. 

Whatever claims this building may have to notice, on ac- 
count of its architectural features, it has others equally great 
when we view it as the residence of Walter Coney, a worthy 
merchant of Lynn, who flourished about the middle of the 
15th. century, and during the space of nearly 40 years, en- 
joyed the confidence of his fellow townsmen, who four times 
elected him mayor, in which capacity he entertained King 
Edward IV. when he came to Lynn. One can fancy the 
good old burgess, sitting at one of those windows, watching 
with delight the progress of his munificent works, piously 
done to the neighbouring church, to which he added the 
Trinity Chapel and the choir roof : or we may fancy his 
venerated remains, when he died in 1478, home from his 
dwelling, to his tomb in that chapel, attended by the fi^ter- 
nity of the Trinity Gild, of which he was fourteen years Alder- 
man. 

In the course of a walk round the town, many other 
objects of interest will arrest the attention of the architec- 
tural antiquary, but these being principally unappropriated. 
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will require only a brief enumeration. A splendidly carved 
door in Nelson Street, in the rich style of the 15th. century, 
and near it the arch of another doorway of the same period, 
in a spandiil of which, is a merchant's mark resembling one 
formerly in the window of Walter Coney's House, and at 
the end of the same street, next St. Margaret's Church, is a 
carved comer post. In Queen Street is a carved door of the 
15th. century, formerly one of the entrances to 

A college for priests, founded by Thos. Thoresby, who was 
Mayor in 1502. There is an inscription on this door which, 
when perfect, stood as follows : — Orate pro anima Majistri 
Thoma Thorisby, but the three first words are defaced, 
which was probably done at the time of the reformation, 
when such sentences were erased from most monuments, 
and other places on which they were found. This college 
was for thirteen priests, a number which agrees with the 
number which the Trinity Gild was bound to furnish for the 
services of the Churches in the town, therefore it may be in- 
ferred that it was for their use. 

In a lane leading from QueeR Street to King's Staith 
Square is an 

Ancient iSTrsptt 

now used as a cellar for stores, but it is not known to what 
building it formerly appertained ; it consists of massive co- 
lumns supporting stone groined arches. 

On the west side of King Street, near the Tuesday Mar- 
ket place, stands 

The front of this building having lost all of its original 
character, is now only to be distinguished from the more 
modem buildings by which it is suirounded, by its high 
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pitched gable; but passing down a neighbouring passage 
called the Shakespear yard, we may still see very bold remains 
of the original structure. The side windows and buttresses 
which are of brick and stone, in the style of the 1 5th. century, 
still remaining perfect. 

St. George's gild was founded in the reign of Henry IV. 
by John Brandon, Bartholomew Sistem, and John Snail- 
well. They were to maintain two chaplains to pray for the 
good estate of the King and his most beloved consort Joan 
during their lives, and for their souls after their deaths, and 
for the souls of his most beloved lord and father, and mother 
deceased, as also for the good state of all, and singular the 
brothers and sisters of the fraternity and gild aforesaid. See 
plate of Seals, for that of this gild. 

This Hall with otlier possessions of St. George's gild, 
were granted by King Edward VI. to the Alderman, Mayor 
and Burgesses of the Trinity gild. 

Wbt gUlr of Su J^&him anlr ^t ^atatian 

held their meetings in this hall ; they were required among 
other curious customs of dining, supping and drinking toge- 
ther at stated times, to meet their Alderman on the 23rd. of 
January, (the day following their general, at our Lady of 
the Mount, ** there to sing an anteme of oure Ladye," at 9 
of the clock, and every brother to make his offering or forfeit 
half a lb. of wax. There were 4 minstrels belonging to this 
gild. 

On the day of St. Fabian and St. Sebastian the skyvens 
of this gild were to ring none, and see the candles ''about 
and afore the awter to be light at evening, and at service 
on the day, on pain of dim lib of wax, each of them to the 
lightward." 

St. George's hall has in its time been applied to many 
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Other purposes tban those for which it was origiDallj designed, 
as shown by the following extracts from the town records ; 

^ 1687. Jan. 26. Agreed that George Walden shall dwell in y« Inner house 
in SL George's Hall, and that he shall teach a French school in y* Hall, and 
hare stipend £4. per ann., and £6. laid out in French books by y* Mayor and 
Burgesses. 

**1594, Sep. 20. Agreed that there shall not henceforth be any Fkyes suffered 
to be played either in Trinity Hall or St. George's HaU." 

" 1617. Sep. 19. Sl George's Hall and back roome let to a sail-maker at 
£6. per ann. and y* dock to be remo?ed from y^ house next Common Stair 
yard to St George's Hall, and y* tennant there take care of it*' 

Notwithstanding the order of 1594, the hall was after* 
wards converted to the purposes of a theatre, and continued 
so to he used until within a few years of the present time. 

It seems to have been an old custom with the Mayors to 
patronize players on their visiting the town ; as will be seen 
by the following extracts from the Hall books : 

1593. Allowed Mr. Mayor's hiU for 20«. bestowed on y Earle of Suffolk^ his 
players. 

1594. Bestowed on y« L^ of Derby and y L^ Moiley their players in 
consideration they do not playe here 20f. 

*< The Mayor charged 20f. given to y Earle of players, and to her 

Miyesties players £4. 

Near to St. George's Hall is the spacious area^ caU Tues- 
day Market-place. An ancient print shows this spot sur^ 
rounded on all sides by picturesque dwellings^ with higih 
pitched gables, in the style of the time of James 1st In the 
centre is seen the ancient market cross, a building much 
more interesting than the comparatively modern one recently 
removed. Old records speak of a cross here in the time of 
Richard 2nd. In this square is held 

Wbt iKIart^ 

This, as its name implies, was originaUy a trading Mr, and 
numerous entries in the town records show the importance 
and extent of it in bye gone days^ when it was resorted to 

V 
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bj merchants and traders, both English and Foreign, with 
their ample stores for the snpplj both of the town, and vil- 
lages for miles round, for the ensuing year. At present 
the Mart offers little more to notice than an ordinary pleasure 
fair, and is deemed by many of the quiet townsfolk a disor- 
derly proceeding, that in these days of refinement might be 
discontinued ; — not so say their rural neighbours, who still 
retain their attachment to old customs ; with them the 14th. 
of February, the day on which the mart is proclaimed, is a 
day anticipated with pleasure. The proclamation is for six 
days, but its continuance is usually protracted for a fortnight ; 
during this period there are two important days, one called 
the grand day, usually attracts a superior order of visitors ; on 
the other, which is the servant^s holiday, the rustics assemble ; 
long before day-break on that morning carriers' carts filled 
with village lasses are travelling from distant parts towards 
the centre of attraction ; crack goes the whip, and the driver 
begins a song in which his passengers join in full chorus, 
day-light arrives, and the attention is drawn to the ribbons 
and dresses sported on the occasion — ^red, blue and yellow are 
prevailing colours — ^kid gloves are worn too by ruddy hands 
which on other occasions disdain a cover. A white pocket 
handkerchief always kept in view, and a green cotton um- 
brella of enormous dimensions complete the costume : on 
their way they exchange nods and jokes with their male 
companions who have preceded them on foot ; nor are these 
less careful in dressing for the occasion, for which a new hat 
and slop are usually provided, — with them the perfection of 
costume appears to be a blue slop most elaborately embroi- 
dered on the upper part with fanciful devices wrought in 
white, and a broad brimmed hat encircled with bands of 
parti-coloured ribbons. 
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We must now leave our country friends to enjoy the fair, 
while we visit the remaining antiquities, first observing that 
there is another fair in Lynn, called Cheese-fair, held on 
the 17th. of October; which, in addition to the commodity 
from which it takes its name, is well supplied with autumnal 
fruits, onions, potatoes, &c., for winter stores. 

In the absence of all records, the remains yet visible of 
the 

(Bin mH\\» anlr d^ortifitatiow 

of the town would claim for Lynn considerable antiquity. 
The close resemblance of the arches now standing to some 
yet remaining at Rising Castle, which are known to be of 
the 12th. century, would lead to a fair inference that they 
are of the same date. Stow, in his Chronicle, p. 555, in- 
forms us, that King John made Saveric de Malione Captain 
of Linne, and began to fortify it. 

The annexed etching from a sketch by the Rev. E. 
Edwards, taken immediately before its demolition, shows a 
larger portion of the wall than at present remains, together 
with one of the watch towers ; our description will be more 
orderly if we commence on the south side of the town, where 
hid by a mound, now planted with trees, are the founda- 
tions of a barbican or watch tower, an erection usually placed 
near to the principal entrances to fortified towns or castles ; 
this stood outside of the 

The South Gate, which is built on the site of an earlier 
one, is a work of the 1 5th. century. From the corporation 
records it appears that in 1437, the old gate and bridge were 
in a state of decay, in consequence of which arrangements 
were made with one Richard Hertanger, a London mason. 
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for re-building tbem ; but before half the work was done, the 
builder reported that the sum agreed for was expended, and 
in the following year we find him excused in consequence of 
his poverty, from completing the work. Several subsequent 
entries report the progress of the work, and firom the same 
source we collect the following : 

1450. Jan. 2l8L William Richeman made keeper of y« Sooth Gate, to bear 
another staff before j* Mayor, to hare xxx«. and a gown. 

Jan. 26th. John Martyn made keeper of South Gates, to have xu. and a 
gown. 

Aug. 16th. Thomas Yole Fuller, was committed by the y* whole congrega- 
tion to prison for attering scandalous words. 

Thomas Yole also confessed his having said y* he heard Peter Churche say 
y^ if the Captain Kent (Jack Cade the Irish rebel) should come to town, if any 
one should shut y^ gates against him, he would stab him to y® heart with a 
dagger. And he also confessed his having said y* y Lord Bishop of Norwich 
would not have xl men to defend him. Afterwards on Saint Bartholomew's 
day, he submitted himself to y counsel of the house, and asked pardon which 
was granted him. 

A reference to the accompanying view will render minute 
description of this gate unnecessary. 

Passing round the eastern boundary of the town we would 
direct the attention of visitors to a noble and picturesque group 
of trees, called the seven sisters, planted on an eminence which 
commands an interesting view of Lynn. There is a tradition 
connected with this spot, and who ever met with such a spot 
without its tale or legend ? Fair ladies, I will tell it you, for 
you it concerns. They say that a kiss exchanged by newly be- 
trothed lovers, on this embowered mound, is considered as a 
seal to the engagement 

Pursuing our walk, we pass the noble avenue of trees and 
picturesque arch-way already described. The Chapel of our 
Ladye at the Mount, and the remains of the old wall, with 
the ancient foss or dyke are still visible on the right through 
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the whole walk* We have now reached the eastern entrance 
to the town, where formerly stood the 

This gate is fignred in Carter^s Ancient Architecture, vol. 
% P&g^ 8, as a specimen of English fortification of the time 
of Edward III. It was repaired in 1541, when the arms of 
Henry VII, as shown in the etching were set up : this very 
interesting fragment is still in the possession of Mr. W. King, 
of Norfolk Street. 

1436. Aug. 25. The same day it was agreed, y< y« keeper of East Gate 
shall carry about with him a club, and duly perform his office of Porter, and 
shall permit men at due seasons to enter in and go out coming to the said gate, 
and shall keep the firesh water at y* house appointed for y« said water, as far as 
Gaywood Bridge ; and shall keep all ye clowsez of y« said town, and Gancok 
Gate, and y« common dyke of ye town ; also ;« markets, viz : Tewesday market 
and Seterday market, so y* they bring not out any victuals or grain, or any of y * 
foresaid markets out of y« town, to ye hurt of ye corporation ; nor in j^ said 
markets, or at y* water, shall he sufier to sell any victuals contrary to y* Mayor's 
order and proclamation ; and he shall be ready to serve y*> Mayor at his com- 
mand, also shall duly keep j* watch according to y« form of y« statutes of 
Winchester. 

1657. Feb. 3rd. At y^ request of Captn. Bacon, Commander of the Foot 
Companies, ordered that there be delivered eight metts of coales, for the use of 
y* Company at South and East gates, during y* Mart, for firing for the guards 
to be kept there. 

Passing on from the East Gate, and following the course 
of the foss or dyke, we reach 

Wbt Witttlt MillHf 

a very picturesque group of buildingpi erected at different 
periods, and used as the engine house, for supplying water 
to the town. One of the round towers of the old wall forms 
part of the group. 

The town records frimish many items relatiye to the repairs 
done to the walls; in the 35th. of Edward I. there is an account 
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for repairs and enlargements done to the amount of £46. 5s. 8d« 
In the 9th of Edward IT. the East Gates were repaired. In 
the 1 Itli. of Edward TII. the South Gates repaired, and a 
new sluice built ; mention is also made of repairs to the gate 
at Doushill, and to that called Gannock gate, cleansing the 
dykes, &c. Such entries are veiy frequent during the reign of 
Edward III. when great care appears to have been given to 
the fortifying of the town. 

Happily for us we live in times when v^ratch towers, draw- 
bridges, and fortified walls, are only viewed as objects of 
curiosity. However great the pleasure may be of recalling to 
mind the events of other days, while viewing the mouldering 
relics that point to them, still we must conclude that modem 
times offer us blessings that our forefathers never knew ; — that 
peaceful commerce is a good exchange for the bustle of 
feudal warfare, and the ploughman's song for the trumpet's 
martial sounds. Happy England may these blessings still be 
thine. Reader farewell. 




J. THSW, PBUTSm, HIOB ITBBST, LTIIH. 



GLOSSARY. 



Soke and Sack. A Siegniory or Lordship, granted by Charter, with 

the power of holding Plea of Trespasses &c., and of Fining and 

Amercing. 
Toll, Money paid for goods &c.y bought or sold within a Lordship. 
Theme, or Team, A Privilege granted by Charter, to a Lord of a 

Manor, for restraining and judging fiondmen and Villains. 
Infang Theft and Outfang Theft, A Right to try any Theft, committed 

within the Borough, and to call any Person (being a Resident of the 

Borough) taken for Pelony out of the Borough, to Trial in the 

Borough. 
Toll, A Due for Buying or Selling, within a Lordship. 
Lastage, A Due for Goods, bought or sold by the Last. 
Passage, A way by Land, in, through, and out of a Town, for which 

a Toll is due to the Lord. 
Paage, A Toll for a Passage by Water, with Goods &c. 
Pontage. A Tax for repairing Bridges. 
Stallage, A Toll for erecting Stalls, in a Fair or Market. 
Lien, Any Charge or Tie, by Judgement, Statute, or Recognizance. 
Danegeld, A Tax of 2s. on every hide of Land which was released by 

King Stephen. 
Pannage. A Tax or Toll, for feeding Swine, in Woods and Commons. 
Tallage Any sort of Tax, Tribute, Custom, or Import 
^''aam. A Distress of another's Goods, to the value of the thing Di» 

strained for. 
Tronage. A Toll for weighing Wool. 
Pinage. A Toll for breaking SoO, to erect StaUs or Stands. 
Poundage, A Toll of Is. in the Pound, on all Goods exported and 

imported. 



LIST OF PLATES. 



PAQB. 

Margtnt*8 Churchy tinio 

ofJunesSnd. 10 

Old Nare St. Margaret's Church 31 
Chancel, St Margaret's Church 36 
Ancient Canines, St Marga- 
ret's Chun£, Plate 1 37 

Ancient CarriiigB, St Marga- 

ret's Church, Plate 2 40 

MiscellaneouB Plate, St Mar- 
garet's Church • 42 

Monumental Brass of Walter 

Cony 40 

Chaxnel and Chapel of Saint 

John 68 

View of Saint Nicholas' Chapel 63 

Details Saint NichoW Chapel 66 

Fonts, Saint Nicholas' Chapel 60 
Carred Seat, Chancel, Scant 

Nicholas' Chapel 71 

Carfing8,8t Nicholas' Chapel 72 



PAOS. 

Lectern, St Nicholas* Chapel 73 
Monuments in Saint Nichoui^ 

Chapel 77 

Grey Friar's Tower 00 

Gate-way of the Carmdites 

Monastery 07 

All Saints' Church, South I^mn 101 

Ditto Interior 104 

Chapel of our Lady at the 

Mount 112 

Lower Chapel, ditto 113 

Upper Chapel, ditto 114 

Wassail Cup 130 

Bmlia 141 

Official Seals 140 

Old House, High Street 150 

Details of ditto ib. 

Fun of the Old Town Wall ... 166 

South Gate 166 

Arms of Heoiy VIL 167 




